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I  The Facts Stated in Chapter One 

 Daniel 1: verse 6   Daniel was taken captive to Babylon. 

    8 years before Ezekiel 

    Suggested age between 15-20 years of age 

Now among these were of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: 
Daniel 1:6 

 

 Daniel 1:2   Nebuchadnezzar took Sacred Vessels from the Temple 

    2 Chronicles 36: 18 

    Daniel 5:3-4 

And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with part of the vessels of the house of God: which 

he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his god; and he brought the vessels into the treasure house of 

his god. 
Daniel 1:2 

And all the vessels of the house of God, great and small, and the treasures of the house of the LORD, and the 

treasures of the king, and of his princes; all these he brought to Babylon. 
2 Chronicles 36:18 

Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out of the temple of the house of God which was at 

Jerusalem; and the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, drank in them. They drank wine, and 

praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone. In the same hour came forth 

fingers of a man's hand, and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaister of the wall of the king's palace: 

and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote. 
Daniel 5:3-5 

 

 Daniel 1:3, 4  Daniel, one of the choice young men chosen by Nebuchadnezzar 

   Forced to be schooled in Babylon 

And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs, that he should bring certain of the children of 

Israel, and of the king's seed, and of the princes; Children in whom was no blemish, but well favoured, and 

skilful in all wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and understanding science, and such as had ability in them to 

stand in the king's palace, and whom they might teach the learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans. 
Daniel 1:3,4 

 

 Daniel 1:5  Daniel and the others, forced to eat food of Babylon ( Jewish boys) 

And the king appointed them a daily provision of the king's meat, and of the wine which he drank: so 

nourishing them three years, that at the end thereof they might stand before the king. 
Daniel 1:5 

 

 Daniel 1: 6-7   These Hebrews were given Babylonian names.  They were being 

  pressed into Babylon’s mold. 

Now among these were of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah Unto whom the prince 

of the eunuchs gave names: for he gave unto Daniel the name of Belteshazzar; and to Hananiah, of Shadrach; 

and to Mishael, of Meshach; and to Azariah, of Abednego. 
Daniel 1:6-7 
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 Daniel 1:8  Daniel purposed in his heart not to let this happen 

Daniel 1:8  Daniel purposed in his heart not to let this happen 

But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king's meat, nor with 

the wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself. 
Daniel 1:8 

 

 Daniel 1:9-16  Daniel and his friends made choice to live a separated life 

   2 Corinthians 6:14- 7:1 

Now God had brought Daniel into favour and tender love with the prince of the eunuchs. And the prince of the 

eunuchs said unto Daniel, I fear my lord the king, who hath appointed your meat and your drink: for why should 

he see your faces worse liking than the children which are of your sort? then shall ye make me endanger my 

head to the king. Then said Daniel to Melzar, whom the prince of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah, 

Mishael, and Azariah, Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let them give us pulse to eat, and water 

to drink. Then let our countenances be looked upon before thee, and the countenance of the children that eat of 

the portion of the king's meat: and as thou seest, deal with thy servants. So he consented to them in this matter, 

and proved them ten days. And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and fatter in flesh than 

all the children which did eat the portion of the king's meat. Thus Melzar took away the portion of their meat, 

and the wine that they should drink; and gave them pulse. 
Daniel 1:9-16 

 

Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with 

unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or 

what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye 

are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their 

God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, 

and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons 

and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse 

ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 
2 Corinthians 6:14 through 2 Corinthians 7:1 

 

 Daniel 1:17  All four boys were given special gifts from God  

Daniel 1:17  All four boys were given special gifts from God  

As for these four children, God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom: and Daniel had 

understanding in all visions and dreams. 
Daniel 1:17 

 

 Daniel 1:18-20  what a testimony- ten times better than those in Babylon 

Now at the end of the days that the king had said he should bring them in, then the prince of the eunuchs 

brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. And the king communed with them; and among them all was found 

none like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: therefore stood they before the king. And in all matters of 

wisdom and understanding, that the king enquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the 

magicians and astrologers that were in all his realm. 
Daniel 1:18-20 
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 Daniel 1:21  Daniel continued to the first year of Cyrus, in other words, for the 

 70 years of captivity.  What an example of being steadfast 

  1 Corinthians 15:58 

And Daniel continued even unto the first year of king Cyrus. 
Daniel 1:21 

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 

forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 
1 Corinthians 15:58 
  

 

II  What kept Daniel steadfast, stable, faithful , for so many years? 

 Remember he was raised in Jerusalem, of the kings seed 

 He was taken captive to Babylon where sin abounded 

 He had little fellowship with others of like mind, yet he stood true. 

  

1. We are living in days of instability and unfaithfulness 

1 Corinthians 4:2  one thing is required of us 

Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful. 

1 Corinthians 4:2. 

 

 2.  Before Daniel was taken to Babylon we learn: 

 a.  His name Dani(el) implies good parents who taught him. 

  Note the many names ending in ‘el’  Daniel, Joel,Ezekiel,Michael  

  “El” from “Elohim”, therefore the parents added the name of God to their  

  children’s names 

  Deuteronomy 4:9  teach them thy sons 

Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things which thine eyes have seen, 

and lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy life: but teach them thy sons, and thy sons' sons; 
Deuteronomy 4:9 
 

  Deuteronomy 6:6-7  teach them diligently 

And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: And thou shalt teach them diligently 

unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, 

and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 
Deuteronomy 6:6-7 

 

  Proverbs 22:6  train up a child 

Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it. 
Proverbs 22:6 

 

  Psalm 78:2-9  he established a testimony 

I will open my mouth in a parable: I will utter dark sayings of old: Which we have heard and known, and our 

fathers have told us. We will not hide them from their children, shewing to the generation to come the praises of 

the LORD, and his strength, and his wonderful works that he hath done. For he established a testimony in 

Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our fathers, that they should make them known to 

their children: That the generation to come might know them, even the children which should be born; who 

should arise and declare them to their children: That they might set their hope in God, and not forget the works 

of God, but keep his commandments: And might not be as their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious generation; a 

generation that set not their heart aright, and whose spirit was not stedfast with God. The children of Ephraim, 

being armed, and carrying bows, turned back in the day of battle. 
Psalm 78:2-9 
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b. Daniel learned to pray before taken captive  

Daniel 6:10  as he did aforetime 

Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and his windows being open in his 

chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his 

God, as he did aforetime. 
Daniel 6:10 
 

Daniel 9:1-2   Jeremiah the prophet.  If you don’t learn when you are young  

You many not learn when you are old. 

In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, which was made king over the realm 

of the Chaldeans; In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of the years, whereof 

the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish seventy years in the desolations 

of Jerusalem. 
Daniel 9:1-2 
 

From his Bible, Daniel learned right from wrong, and took a stand in little things 

There is no Christian training apart from the Bible. 

Daniel 9: 11,13,  “Thy law”  “Thy Voice”  “Thy Truth” 

Yea, all Israel have transgressed thy law, even by departing, that they might not obey thy voice; therefore the 

curse is poured upon us, and the oath that is written in the law of Moses the servant of God, because we have 

sinned against him. And he hath confirmed his words, which he spake against us, and against our judges that 

judged us, by bringing upon us a great evil: for under the whole heaven hath not been done as hath been done 

upon Jerusalem. As it is written in the law of Moses, all this evil is come upon us: yet made we not our prayer 

before the LORD our God, that we might turn from our iniquities, and understand thy truth. 
Daniel 9:11-13 

 

 

Of Jesus we read 

Matthew 4: 4, 7, 10  “it is written” 

But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out 

of the mouth of God. 
Matthew 4:4 

 

Luke 24:27  after his resurrection he expounded the Scriptures 

And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things 

concerning himself. 
Luke 24:27 
 

 

Luke 24: 32  He opened the Scriptures 

And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he 

opened to us the scriptures? 
Luke 24:32  

 

Luke 24: 45  He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. 

Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures, 
Luke 24:45 
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Of the Early Christians 

Acts 11:26  called Christians because they studied the Scriptures 

And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year they 

assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people. And the disciples were called Christians first in 

Antioch. 
Acts 11:26 
 

Acts 17:2  Paul reasoned out of the Old Testament Scriptures 

And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the 

scriptures, 
Acts 17:2 

 

Acts 17:11 the Bereans were more noble because they studied the Scriptures 

These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, 

and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so. 
Acts 17:11 

 

Acts 18:24  Apollos was mighty in the Scriptures 

And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man, and mighty in the scriptures, came to 

Ephesus. 
Acts 18:24 

 

God has chosen to speak to us through His Word. 

Deuteronomy 17:18-20 outlines what the Scriptures will do for us. 

And it shall be, when he sitteth upon the throne of his kingdom, that he shall write him a copy of this law in a 

book out of that which is before the priests the Levites: And it shall be with him, and he shall read therein all the 

days of his life: that he may learn to fear the LORD his God, to keep all the words of this law and these statutes, 

to do them: That his heart be not lifted up above his brethren, and that he turn not aside from the commandment, 

to the right hand, or to the left: to the end that he may prolong his days in his kingdom, he, and his children, in 

the midst of Israel. 
Deuteronomy 17:18-20 

 

 

d  Daniel learned to trust His God before his captivity 

O.T. illustration  2 Kings 5:1-3  an unmanned little maid trusted God 

Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man with his master, and honourable, 

because by him the LORD had given deliverance unto Syria: he was also a mighty man in valour, but he was a 

leper. And the Syrians had gone out by companies, and had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a 

little maid; and she waited on Naaman's wife. And she said unto her mistress, Would God my lord were with 

the prophet that is in Samaria! for he would recover him of his leprosy. 
2 king 5:1-3 
 

Luke 4:27 

And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Eliseus the prophet; and none of them was cleansed, saving 

Naaman the Syrian. 
Luke 4:27 
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N.T illustration  Acts 12:12-16  The only one who trusted was Rhoda! 

And when he had considered the thing, he came to the house of Mary the mother of John, whose surname was 

Mark; where many were gathered together praying. And as Peter knocked at the door of the gate, a damsel came 

to hearken, named Rhoda. And when she knew Peter's voice, she opened not the gate for gladness, but ran in, 

and told how Peter stood before the gate. And they said unto her, Thou art mad. But she constantly affirmed that 

it was even so. Then said they, It is his angel. But Peter continued knocking: and when they had opened the 

door, and saw him, they were astonished. 
Acts 12:12-16 

 

Note the words in Psalm 37: 1-7 

[[A Psalm of David.]] Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither be thou envious against the workers of 

iniquity. For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, and wither as the green herb. Trust in the LORD, and do 

good; so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed. Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he 

shall give thee the desires of thine heart. Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring 

it to pass. And he shall bring forth thy righteousness as the light, and thy judgment as the noonday. Rest in the 

LORD, and wait patiently for him: fret not thyself because of him who prospereth in his way, because of the 

man who bringeth wicked devices to pass. 
Psalm 37:1-7 
 

Lessons in Matthew 6:25-34 

Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for 

your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment? Behold the fowls of 

the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are 

ye not much better than they? Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature? And why take 

ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: And 

yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Wherefore, if God so 

clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe 

you, O ye of little faith? Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, 

Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father 

knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and 

all these things shall be added unto you. Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take 

thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. 
Matthew 6:25-34 
 

And in Proverbs 3:5-6 

Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge 

him, and he shall direct thy paths. 
Proverbs 3:5-6 

 

 

 e  Daniel had experienced God before his captivity 

  Acts 7:2  Abraham experienced God 

And he said, Men, brethren, and fathers, hearken; The God of glory appeared unto our father Abraham, when he 

was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran, 
Acts 7:2 
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  Genesis 32: 24-32  Jacob experienced God 

And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day. And when he saw 

that he prevailed not against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of Jacob's thigh was out of 

joint, as he wrestled with him. And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, I will not let thee go, 

except thou bless me. And he said unto him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob. And he said, Thy name 

shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast 

prevailed. And Jacob asked him, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, thy name. And he said, Wherefore is it that thou 

dost ask after my name? And he blessed him there. And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for I have 

seen God face to face, and my life is preserved. And as he passed over Penuel the sun rose upon him, and he 

halted upon his thigh.  

Therefore the children of Israel eat not of the sinew which shrank, which is upon the hollow of the thigh, unto 

this day: because he touched the hollow of Jacob's thigh in the sinew that shrank. 
Genesis 32:24-32 

 

 

  Exodus 3:3-10  Moses experienced God 

And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt.  And when the LORD 

saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And 

he said, Here am I. And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon 

thou standest is holy ground. Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of 

Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God. And the LORD said, I 

have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their 

taskmasters; for I know their sorrows; And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, 

and to bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey; 

unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the 

Jebusites. Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel is come unto me: and I have also seen the 

oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them. Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that 

thou mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel out of Egypt. 
Exodus 3:3-10  
   

  1 Samuel 3:1-10  Samuel experienced God 

And the child Samuel ministered unto the LORD before Eli. And the word of the LORD was precious in those 

days; there was no open vision. And it came to pass at that time, when Eli was laid down in his place, and his 

eyes began to wax dim, that he could not see; And ere the lamp of God went out in the temple of the LORD, 

where the ark of God was, and Samuel was laid down to sleep; That the LORD called Samuel: and he answered, 

Here am I. And he ran unto Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou calledst me. And he said, I called not; lie down 

again. And he went and lay down. And the LORD called yet again, Samuel. And Samuel arose and went to Eli, 

and said, Here am I; for thou didst call me. And he answered, I called not, my son; lie down again. Now Samuel 

did not yet know the LORD, neither was the word of the LORD yet revealed unto him. And the LORD called 

Samuel again the third time. And he arose and went to Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou didst call me. And Eli 

perceived that the LORD had called the child. Therefore Eli said unto Samuel, Go, lie down: and it shall be, if 

he call thee, that thou shalt say, Speak, LORD; for thy servant heareth. So Samuel went and lay down in his 

place. And the LORD came, and stood, and called as at other times, Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel answered, 

Speak; for thy servant heareth. 
1 Samuel 3:1-10 
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  Acts 9:1-6  Saul-who became Paul experience God 

And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high 

priest And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they 

were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. And as he journeyed, he came near 

Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven: And he fell to the earth, and heard a 

voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord 

said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. And he trembling and 

astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, 

and it shall be told thee what thou must do. 
Acts 9:1-6 
 

1 Peter 3:15  sanctify the Lord God in your heart and you will experience Him 

But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a 

reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: 
1 Peter 3:15 
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