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I  The Outline of Chapter Two 

 

1. Daniel 2:1  The chapter begins with a dream of Nebuchadnezzar,  the first Gentile world 

Leader. 

And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, 

wherewith his spirit was troubled, and his sleep brake from him. 
Daniel 2:1 
 

a. Note how the dream affected the King 

1)  His spirit was troubled 

   God can and does deal with human spirits  Hebrews 12:9 

Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: 

shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? 
Hebrews 12:9 

 

2) He could not sleep 

Esther 6:1  a like experience 

Acts 12:1  how could Peter sleep?  John 21:18 

On that night could not the king sleep, and he commanded to bring the book of records of the 

chronicles; and they were read before the king. 
Esther 6:1 

Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the church. 
Acts 12:1 
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst 

whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another 

shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not. 
John 21:18 

 

3) Job 33:14-30  God can use dreams to speak to people 

Daniel 5:10-12  In the days of Belshazzar the Queen recalled the dream in 

chapter two and because of it, Daniel is brought on the scene.  In other 

words, God used the event of Chapter two to bring Daniel into the picture 

in chapter five. The link in the events reveal more of the ways of God 

 

For God speaketh once, yea twice, yet man perceiveth it not. In a dream, in a vision of the night, 

when deep sleep falleth upon men, in slumberings upon the bed; Then he openeth the ears of 

men, and sealeth their instruction, That he may withdraw man from his purpose, and hide pride 

from man. He keepeth back his soul from the pit, and his life from perishing by the sword. He is 

chastened also with pain upon his bed, and the multitude of his bones with strong pain: So that 

his life abhorreth bread, and his soul dainty meat. His flesh is consumed away, that it cannot be 

seen; and his bones that were not seen stick out. Yea, his soul draweth near unto the grave, and  
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his life to the destroyers. If there be a messenger with him, an interpreter, one among a thousand, 

to shew unto man his uprightness: Then he is gracious unto him, and saith, Deliver him from 

going down to the pit: I have found a ransom. His flesh shall be fresher than a child's: he shall 

return to the days of his youth: He shall pray unto God, and he will be favourable unto him: and 

he shall see his face with joy: for he will render unto man his righteousness.  He looketh upon 

men, and if any say, I have sinned, and perverted that which was right, and it profited me not; He 

will deliver his soul from going into the pit, and his life shall see the light. Lo, all these things 

worketh God oftentimes with man,  To bring back his soul from the pit, to be enlightened with 

the light of the living. 
Job 33:14-30 

 

Now the queen, by reason of the words of the king and his lords, came into the banquet house: 

and the queen spake and said, O king, live for ever: let not thy thoughts trouble thee, nor let thy 

countenance be changed: Now the queen, by reason of the words of the king and his lords, came 

into the banquet house: and the queen spake and said, O king, live for ever: let not thy thoughts 

trouble thee, nor let thy countenance be changed: Forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and 

knowledge, and understanding, interpreting of dreams, and shewing of hard sentences, and 

dissolving of doubts, were found in the same Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar: now 

let Daniel be called, and he will shew the interpretation. 
Daniel 5:10-12 

 

 

4) More facts about dreams 

Ecclesiastes  5:3 

Numbers 12:6 

Joel 2:28 

 

For a dream cometh through the multitude of business; and a fool's voice is known by multitude 

of words. 
Ecclesiastes 5: 3 

 

And he said, Hear now my words: If there be a prophet among you, I the LORD will make 

myself known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream. 
Numbers 12:6 

 

And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons 

and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see 

visions: 
Joel 2:28 

 

2  Daniel 2:2-13  The wise men in Babylon are called to interpret the dream.  They are of no 

help in revealing or interpreting the dream which was a revelation from God. 

So today, those who profess themselves to be wise prove to be fools when trying to 

interpret God’s revelation in Scripture  Romans 1:22  1 Corinthians 1:19-20 

and 1 Corinthians 2:14 

Note  Daniel 2:5  “cut in pieces”  Daniel 2:12  king furious and commanded to destroy 

the wise men.  A revelation of the hard heart of the King 
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Then the king commanded to call the magicians, and the astrologers, and the sorcerers, and the 

Chaldeans, for to shew the king his dreams. So they came and stood before the king. And the 

king said unto them, I have dreamed a dream, and my spirit was troubled to know the dream. 

Then spake the Chaldeans to the king in Syriack, O king, live for ever: tell thy servants the 

dream, and we will shew the interpretation. The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, The 

thing is gone from me: if ye will not make known unto me the dream, with the interpretation 

thereof, ye shall be cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made a dunghill. But if ye shew the 

dream, and the interpretation thereof, ye shall receive of me gifts and rewards and great honour: 

therefore shew me the dream, and the interpretation thereof. They answered again and said, Let 

the king tell his servants the dream, and we will shew the interpretation of it. The king answered 

and said, I know of certainty that ye would gain the time, because ye see the thing is gone from 

me. But if ye will not make known unto me the dream, there is but one decree for you: for ye 

have prepared lying and corrupt words to speak before me, till the time be changed: therefore tell 

me the dream, and I shall know that ye can shew me the interpretation thereof. The Chaldeans 

answered before the king, and said, There is not a man upon the earth that can shew the king's 

matter: therefore there is no king, lord, nor ruler, that asked such things at any magician, or 

astrologer, or Chaldean. And it is a rare thing that the king requireth, and there is none other that 

can shew it before the king, except the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh. For this cause the 

king was angry and very furious, and commanded to destroy all the wise men of Babylon. And 

the decree went forth that the wise men should be slain; and they sought Daniel and his fellows 

to be slain. 
Daniel 2:2-13 

 

Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 
Romans 1:22 

 

For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the 

understanding of the prudent. Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of 

this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 
1 Corinthians 1:19-20 
 

But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto 

him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 
1 Corinthians 2:14 

 

The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, The thing is gone from me: if ye will not make 

known unto me the dream, with the interpretation thereof, ye shall be cut in pieces, and your 

houses shall be made a dunghill. 
Daniel 2:5 
 

For this cause the king was angry and very furious, and commanded to destroy all the wise men 

of Babylon. 
Daniel 2:12 

 

 

Page 3 of 8 

  



 

 

3.    Daniel 2:13-16  Because the wise men of Babylon had failed Daniel appears. 

His faith and confidence in God are seen in verse 16  “give me time..I will..” see also 

verse 24.    Arioch captain of the guard (vs14)  means he was the kings chief executioner! 

 

And the decree went forth that the wise men should be slain; and they sought Daniel and his 

fellows to be slain. Then Daniel answered with counsel and wisdom to Arioch the captain of the 

king's guard, which was gone forth to slay the wise men of Babylon: He answered and said to 

Arioch the king's captain, Why is the decree so hasty from the king? Then Arioch made the thing 

known to Daniel. Then Daniel went in, and desired of the king that he would give him time, and 

that he would shew the king the interpretation. 
Daniel 2:13-16 

 

 

4     Daniel 2:17-18  Daniel went to his house and called his companions (the three Hebrew 

boys) to have a prayer meeting and ask God for mercy. 

The meeting ended, no answer was given , Daniel went home to bed.  Verse 19  

Says the “secret was revealed in a night vision”  Had Daniel read Jeremiah 33:3? 

 

Then Daniel went to his house, and made the thing known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, 

his companions: That they would desire mercies of the God of heaven concerning this secret; 

that Daniel and his fellows should not perish with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. 
Daniel 2:17-18 

 

Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest 

not. 
Jeremiah 33:3 
 

 

5. Daniel 2:20-30  The facts revealed about the dream 

 

Daniel answered and said, Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever: for wisdom and might 

are his: And he changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and setteth up kings: he 

giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know understanding:  He revealeth the 

deep and secret things: he knoweth what is in the darkness, and the light dwelleth with him. I 

thank thee, and praise thee, O thou God of my fathers, who hast given me wisdom and might, 

and hast made known unto me now what we desired of thee: for thou hast now made known unto 

us the king's matter. Therefore Daniel went in unto Arioch, whom the king had ordained to 

destroy the wise men of Babylon: he went and said thus unto him; Destroy not the wise men of 

Babylon: bring me in before the king, and I will shew unto the king the interpretation. Then 

Arioch brought in Daniel before the king in haste, and said thus unto him, I have found a man of 

the captives of Judah, that will make known unto the king the interpretation. The king answered 

and said to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, Art thou able to make known unto me the 

dream which I have seen, and the interpretation thereof?  
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Daniel answered in the presence of the king, and said, The secret which the king hath demanded 

cannot the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, the soothsayers, shew unto the king; But 

there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar 

what shall be in the latter days. Thy dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy bed, are these; 

As for thee, O king, thy thoughts came into thy mind upon thy bed, what should come to pass 

hereafter: and he that revealeth secrets maketh known to thee what shall come to pass. But as for 

me, this secret is not revealed to me for any wisdom that I have more than any living, but for 

their sakes that shall make known the interpretation to the king, and that thou mightest know the 

thoughts of thy heart. 
Daniel 2:20-30 
 

a. Verse 21  It is God who changes times and seasons.  He removes Kings and sets 

up Kings 

Romans 13: 1  The powers that be are ordained of God 

Acts 1:6-7, 1 Thessalonians 5:1  Times and Seasons have to do with God’s 

dealings with Israel. 

 

Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers 

that be are ordained of God. 
Romans 13:1 

 

When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time 

restore again the kingdom to Israel? And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or 

the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. 
Acts 1:6-7 
 

But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. 
1 Thessalonians 5:1 

 

b    Verse 22,28  The dream has to do with God revealing secrets 

In other Scriptures “secrets” are called “mysteries”.  Not in the sense we use the 

word, for in the Bible a mystery is something that can only be known by Divine 

Revelation.  Daniel gave God thanks for the revelation given to him about the dream. 

 

c    Daniel 2:26-28  The dream is God revealing what shall be in the 

latter days. 

Daniel 8:19-26 

Daniel 10:14 

Daniel 11: 27,35,40 

Daniel 12:4, 9 

  

d. Daniel 2:29-30  What is revealed in the dream shall come to pass 

Daniel takes no credit but gives all the glory to his God 
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The king answered and said to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, Art thou able to make 

known unto me the dream which I have seen, and the interpretation thereof? Daniel answered in 

the presence of the king, and said, The secret which the king hath demanded cannot the wise 

men, the astrologers, the magicians, the soothsayers, shew unto the king; But there is a God in 

heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in 

the latter days. Thy dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy bed, are these; 
Daniel 2:26-28 

 

And he said, Behold, I will make thee know what shall be in the last end of the indignation: for at 

the time appointed the end shall be. The ram which thou sawest having two horns are the kings 

of Media and Persia. And the rough goat is the king of Grecia: and the great horn that is between 

his eyes is the first king. Now that being broken, whereas four stood up for it, four kingdoms 

shall stand up out of the nation, but not in his power. And in the latter time of their kingdom, 

when the transgressors are come to the full, a king of fierce countenance, and understanding dark 

sentences, shall stand up. And his power shall be mighty, but not by his own power: and he shall 

destroy wonderfully, and shall prosper, and practise, and shall destroy the mighty and the holy 

people. And through his policy also he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he shall 

magnify himself in his heart, and by peace shall destroy many: he shall also stand up against the 

Prince of princes; but he shall be broken without hand. And the vision of the evening and the 

morning which was told is true: wherefore shut thou up the vision; for it shall be for many days. 
Daniel 8:19-26 

 

Now I am come to make thee understand what shall befall thy people in the latter days: for yet 

the vision is for many days. 
Daniel 10:14 

 

Verse 27 And both these kings' hearts shall be to do mischief, and they shall speak lies at one table; 

but it shall not prosper: for yet the end shall be at the time appointed. Verse 35 And some of them 

of understanding shall fall, to try them, and to purge, and to make them white, even to the time of 

the end: because it is yet for a time appointed. Verse 40 And at the time of the end shall the king of 

the south push at him: and the king of the north shall come against him like a whirlwind, with 

chariots, and with horsemen, and with many ships; and he shall enter into the countries, and shall 

overflow and pass over. 
Daniel 11:27,35, 40 

 

Verse 4 But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: 

many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased. Verse 9 And he said, Go thy way, 

Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end. 
Daniel 12:4, 9 

 

As for thee, O king, thy thoughts came into thy mind upon thy bed, what should come to pass 

hereafter: and he that revealeth secrets maketh known to thee what shall come to pass. But as for 

me, this secret is not revealed to me for any wisdom that I have more than any living, but for 

their sakes that shall make known the interpretation to the king, and that thou mightest know the 

thoughts of thy heart. 
Daniel 2:29-30 
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6.   Daniel 2:31-35   Daniel describes the image the king saw in his dream 

 

Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This great image, whose brightness was 

excellent, stood before thee; and the form thereof was terrible. This image's head was of fine 

gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, His legs of iron, his feet 

part of iron and part of clay. Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote 

the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. Then was the iron, 

the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff 

of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for 

them: and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth. 
Daniel 2:31-35 
 

7    Daniel  2:36-45  Daniel interprets the dream 

 

This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof before the king. Thou, O king, art a 

king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. 

And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven 

hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this head of gold. 

And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another third kingdom of brass, 

which shall bear rule over all the earth. And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: 

forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh all these, 

shall it break in pieces and bruise. And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters' 

clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength of the 

iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay. And as the toes of the feet were 

part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken. And 

whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of 

men: but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay. And in the 

days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: 

and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all 

these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out 

of the mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, 

and the gold; the great God hath made known to the king what shall come to pass hereafter: and 

the dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof sure. 
Daniel 2:36-45 
 

8    Daniel  2:46-47  The great Gentile king fell on his face before Daniel’s God 

 

Then the king Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face, and worshipped Daniel, and commanded that 

they should offer an oblation and sweet odours unto him. The king answered unto Daniel, and 

said, Of a truth it is, that your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of 

secrets, seeing thou couldest reveal this secret. 
Daniel 2:46-47 
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9     Daniel  2:48  Daniel, the Jew, is made the chief ruler over all Babylon’s wise men 

 

Then the king made Daniel a great man, and gave him many great gifts, and made him ruler over 

the whole province of Babylon, and chief of the governors over all the wise men of Babylon. 
Daniel 2:48 

 

 

10    Daniel 2:49  Daniel requests that his Jewish friends also be promoted. 

 

Then Daniel requested of the king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, over the 

affairs of the province of Babylon: but Daniel sat in the gate of the king. 
Daniel 2:49 
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