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I  Daniel 2:35-45  Daniel interprets the symbols of the Image 

Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and 

became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that no 

place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and 

filled the whole earth. This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof before the 

king. Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, 

and strength, and glory. And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and 

the fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. 

Thou art this head of gold. And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and 

another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth. And the fourth kingdom 

shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things: and as iron 

that breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise. And whereas thou sawest the feet and 

toes, part of potters' clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in it of 

the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay. And as the toes 

of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly 

broken. And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with 

the seed of men: but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay. 

And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be 

destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and 

consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone 

was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the 

clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God hath made known to the king what shall come to pass 

hereafter: and the dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof sure. 
Daniel 2:35-45 

 

1. Daniel 2:37-38  The first symbol is the head of Gold.  

      What is the meaning? 

It is the Kingdom given to Nebuchadnezzar the Gentile King of Babylon 

Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and 

strength, and glory. And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the 

fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou 

art this head of gold. 
Daniel 2:37-38 

 

 

The fact that there arose in human history a great Babylonian Empire cannot be disputed. 

It was at first a city-state in the land of Shinar, that land first mentioned in Genesis 11:1. 

And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech. 
Genesisc  11:1 
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Daniel 4:30 “About 1830 B. C. the city of Babylon began to rise in prominence”  (Unger) 

It reached its height of glory under Nebuchadnezzar 605-562 B.C.  History was made by 

his famous hanging gardens.  The Greeks considered this to be one of the seven wonders 

of the world.  

 The king spake, and said, Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the house of the 

kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty? 
Daniel 4:30 

 

This was his vain boast. 

 

The point to regard as most important is that the Head of Gold represents a Gentile 

Powerful Kingdom that removed the king of Judah from the throne of Israel. 

 

2 Daniel 2:39  “After thee –shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee.” 

The silver of the image represents another kingdom. 

The two arms represent the Medes and the Persians 

And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another third kingdom of 

brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth. 
Daniel 2:39 

 

Daniel 5:25-28 tells the story of the fall of Babylon and that the Kingdom was divided and 

given to the Medes and Persians 

Daniel 5:31  “Darius the Median took the kingdom 

And this is the writing that was written, MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. This is the 

interpretation of the thing: MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. 

TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting. PERES; Thy kingdom 

is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians. 
Daniel 5:25-28 

 

And Darius the Median took the kingdom, being about threescore and two years old. 
Daniel 5:31 

 

Daniel 10:1  Cyrus the king of Persia. 

In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a thing was revealed unto Daniel, whose name 

was called Belteshazzar; and the thing was true, but the time appointed was long: and he 

understood the thing, and had understanding of the vision. 
Daniel 10:1 

 

2 Chronicles 36:22,23  Ezra 1:1-2 

According to history it was on October 13, 539 B.C. Cyrus the Persian King brought the 

conclusion of the fall of Babylon.  The Persians had been dominated by the Medes until 

Cyrus. 
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Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD spoken by the 

mouth of Jeremiah might be accomplished, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king 

of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in 

writing, saying, Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, All the kingdoms of the earth hath the 

LORD God of heaven given me; and he hath charged me to build him an house in 

Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Who is there among you of all his people? The LORD his 

God be with him, and let him go up. 
2 Chronicles 36:22-23 
 

Isaiah 44:28-45:1-4, Ezra 6:1-4 

Remember the prophecy in Isaiah 44:28-45:1-4 was written 150 years before Cyrus was 

born. 

That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure: even saying to 

Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid. Thus saith 

the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to subdue nations 

before him; and I will loose the loins of kings, to open before him the two leaved gates; 

and the gates shall not be shut; 

Isaiah 44:28 through Isaiah 45:1 

 

And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, set thy face toward the 

mountains of Israel, and prophesy against them, And say, Ye mountains of Israel, hear the 

word of the Lord GOD; Thus saith the Lord GOD to the mountains, and to the hills, to the 

rivers, and to the valleys; Behold, I, even I, will bring a sword upon you, and I will 

destroy your high places. And your altars shall be desolate, and your images shall be 

broken: and I will cast down your slain men before your idols. 
Ezra 6:1-4 
 

Esther 1:1-12  Ahasuerus was a Persian king 

Now it came to pass in the days of Ahasuerus, (this is Ahasuerus which reigned, from 

India even unto Ethiopia, over an hundred and seven and twenty provinces:) That in those 

days, when the king Ahasuerus sat on the throne of his kingdom, which was in Shushan 

the palace, In the third year of his reign, he made a feast unto all his princes and his 

servants; the power of Persia and Media, the nobles and princes of the provinces, being 

before him: When he shewed the riches of his glorious kingdom and the honour of his 

excellent majesty many days, even an hundred and fourscore days. And when these days 

were expired, the king made a feast unto all the people that were present in Shushan the 

palace, both unto great and small, seven days, in the court of the garden of the king's 

palace; Where were white, green, and blue, hangings, fastened with cords of fine linen 

and purple to silver rings and pillars of marble: the beds were of gold and silver, upon a 

pavement of red, and blue, and white, and black, marble. And they gave them drink in 

vessels of gold, (the vessels being diverse one from another,) and royal wine in 

abundance, according to the state of the king. Also Vashti the queen made a feast for the 

women in the royal house which belonged to king Ahasuerus.  
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On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with wine, he commanded 

Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, and Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, the seven 

chamberlains that served in the presence of Ahasuerus the king, To bring Vashti the queen 

before the king with the crown royal, to shew the people and the princes her beauty: for 

she was fair to look on. But the queen Vashti refused to come at the king's commandment 

by his chamberlains: therefore was the king very wroth, and his anger burned in him. 
Esther 1:1-12 
 

Esther 10:1-3  reference to the kings of Media-Persia 

And the king Ahasuerus laid a tribute upon the land, and upon the isles of the sea. And all 

the acts of his power and of his might, and the declaration of the greatness of Mordecai, 

whereunto the king advanced him, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the 

kings of Media and Persia? For Mordecai the Jew was next unto king Ahasuerus, and 

great among the Jews, and accepted of the multitude of his brethren, seeking the wealth of 

his people, and speaking peace to all his seed. 
Esther 10:1-3 
 

Daniel 8:20  the ram with two horns  - Kings of Media and Persia. 

The ram which thou sawest having two horns are the kings of Media and Persia. 
Daniel 8:20 
 

Not only the Bible but secular history cannot and do not deny that the Gentile Media-

Persian Kingdom followed the Babylonian Kingdom. 

But remember, Babylon was still Babylon the great when God revealed that another 

kingdom would follow and replace Babylon.  Again a prophecy literally fulfilled. 

 

3 Daniel 2:39  “And another third kingdom of brass” 

The first two symbols of the image , the gold and silver , are interpreted to mean       

Gentile world-kingdoms.  So to be consistent the brass must also mean another Gentile 

world- kingdom. 

We know from the Book of Daniel and from history that the Greeks followed the Medes 

and Persians. 

And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another third kingdom of 

brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth. 
Daniel 2:39 
 

Daniel 8:20-21  The ram with two horns are the Medes and Persians.  The rough goat the 

King of Grecia.  This too, was literally fulfilled.  History records the story of Alexander 

the great the Greek who brought the fall of the Medes and Persians. 

So we repeat again, each part of the image thus far is interpreted to mean a kingdom. 

The ram which thou sawest having two horns are the kings of Media and Persia. And the 

rough goat is the king of Grecia: and the great horn that is between his eyes is the first 

king. 
Daniel 8:20-21 
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4 Daniel 2:40  “And the fourth kingdom shall be as strong as iron: 

In the image, we note that the legs were of iron.  There are two legs, indicating the same 

kingdom but a divided one.  History teaches the iron Kingdom was the Roman Empire.   

I quote David Hunt page 355 (Judgment Day) 

“As the image foretold (by its two legs) the Roman Empire was divided into two parts.  

This happened politically and militarily when its emperor, Constantine, established 

Constantinople  (Today’s Istanbul) as his new imperial capital, leaving the Bishop of 

Rome in charge of the West.  Politically and militarily it deteriorated but was held 

together religiously by the world Church of its day, the Roman Catholic Church.  It was 

divided religiously in 1054 when, a dispute over who should be in charge of the Church, 

Pope Leo 1X in Rome excommunicated Michael Cerularius, Patriarch of Constantinople, 

dividing Roman Catholicism in the West from Orthodoxy in the East, a division that 

exists to this day”. End quote 

And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and 

subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise. 
Daniel 2:40 

 

 

It was during the time of the legs of iron of the Roman Empire that Christ came to earth 

the first time.  An important point to remember. 

Also looking back over the first four parts of the image, that which was revealed has now 

become literal history. 

 

II  Before continuing with the Interpretation of the meaning of the symbols we must insert 

some important dates in history. 

 

1 Daniel 1:1,  Daniel 2:1,46, Daniel 3:1, 26, 28, Daniel 4: 1,4,37 606 B.C.  Babylon 

invaded Israel the first time.  The times of the Gentiles began. 

Two Kings of Babylon are named in the book of Daniel 

a) Nebuchadnezzar 

In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah came Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 

unto Jerusalem, and besieged it. 
Daniel 1:1 

 

Verse 1 And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, 

wherewith his spirit was troubled, and his sleep brake from him. Verse 46  Then the king 

Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face, and worshipped Daniel, and commanded that they should 

offer an oblation and sweet odours unto him. 
Daniel 2:1 and  Daniel 2:46 
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Verse 1 Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was threescore cubits, 

and the breadth thereof six cubits: he set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon. 

Verse 26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the burning fiery furnace, and spake, 

and said, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, ye servants of the most high God, come forth, and 

come hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, came forth of the midst of the fire.  

Verse 28 Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego, who hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted in him, and have 

changed the king's word, and yielded their bodies, that they might not serve nor worship any god, 

except their own God. 
Daniel 3:1, Daniel 3:26 and Daniel 3:28 

 

Verse 1 Nebuchadnezzar the king, unto all people, nations, and languages, that dwell in all the 

earth; Peace be multiplied unto you. Verse 4 I Nebuchadnezzar was at rest in mine house, and 

flourishing in my palace: Verse 37 Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King 

of heaven, all whose works are truth, and his ways judgment: and those that walk in pride he is 

able to abase. 
Daniel 4:1, Daniel 4:4 and Daniel 4:37 

 

 

b) Belshazzar 

Daniel 5:1,29,30, Daniel 7:1, Daniel 8:1 

Verse 1 Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and drank wine before 

the thousand. Verse 29 Then commanded Belshazzar, and they clothed Daniel with scarlet, and 

put a chain of gold about his neck, and made a proclamation concerning him, that he should be 

the third ruler in the kingdom. Verse 30 In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans 

slain. 
Daniel 5:1, Daniel 5:29 and Daniel 5:30 

 

 

According to Joseph Parker “there are 220 verses in the Old Testament dealing 

with the Babylonian Captivity.  Babylon’s King Nebuchadnezzar is mentioned 

more often than any other Gentile King or Ruler. 

Perhaps one reason for this is that in many ways Nebuchadnezzar typifies the 

Anti-Christ,  “Whom he would he slew.” 

 

2. 536 B.C. The Medes and Persians took the Kingdom 

Daniel chapter 6 was during this period 

Daniel chapters 9-12 direct revelations from God were received by Daniel 

during this period. 

 Two Kings of the Medes and Persians are named. 

a) Darius the Mede 

Daniel 5:31, Daniel 6: 1,9,25,28, Daniel 9:1, Daniel 11:1 

And Darius the Median took the kingdom, being about threescore and two years old. 
Daniel 5:31 
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Verse 1 It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an hundred and twenty princes, which should be 

over the whole kingdom; Verse 9 Wherefore king Darius signed the writing and the decree.  

Verse 25 Then king Darius wrote unto all people, nations, and languages, that dwell in all the 

earth; Peace be multiplied unto you. Verse 28 So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and 

in the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 
Daniel 6:1, Daniel 6:9,  Daniel 6:25 and Daniel 6:28 

 

In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, which was made king 

over the realm of the Chaldeans; 
Daniel 9:1 

 

Also I in the first year of Darius the Mede, even I, stood to confirm and to strengthen him. 
Daniel 11:1 

 

 

b) Cyrus the Persian 
Daniel 1:21, Daniel 10:1 

And Daniel continued even unto the first year of king Cyrus. 
Daniel 1:21 

 

In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a thing was revealed unto Daniel, whose name was 

called Belteshazzar; and the thing was true, but the time appointed was long: and he understood 

the thing, and had understanding of the vision. 
Daniel 10:1 

 

Remember also 2 Chronicles 36:22-23 
2 Chronicles 36:22-23, Ezra 1:1-8, Isaiah 44:28, Isaiah 45:1-4 

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD spoken by the mouth of 

Jeremiah might be accomplished, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he 

made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying, Thus saith 

Cyrus king of Persia, All the kingdoms of the earth hath the LORD God of heaven given me; and 

he hath charged me to build him an house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Who is there among 

you of all his people? The LORD his God be with him, and let him go up. 
2 Chronicles 36:22-23 

 

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the mouth of 

Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made 

a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying, Thus saith Cyrus 

king of Persia, The LORD God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth; and he 

hath charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Who is there among you 

of all his people? his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and 

build the house of the LORD God of Israel, (he is the God,) which is in Jerusalem. And 

whosoever remaineth in any place where he sojourneth, let the men of his place help him with 

silver, and with gold, and with goods, and with beasts, beside the freewill offering for the house 

of God that is in Jerusalem. Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah and Benjamin, and the 

priests, and the Levites, with all them whose spirit God had raised, to go up to build the house of 

the LORD which is in Jerusalem.  
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And all they that were about them strengthened their hands with vessels of silver, with gold, with 

goods, and with beasts, and with precious things, beside all that was willingly offered. Also 

Cyrus the king brought forth the vessels of the house of the LORD, which Nebuchadnezzar had 

brought forth out of Jerusalem, and had put them in the house of his gods; Even those did Cyrus 

king of Persia bring forth by the hand of Mithredath the treasurer, and numbered them unto 

Sheshbazzar, the prince of Judah. 
Ezra 1:1-8 

 

That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure: even saying to 

Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid. 
Isaiah 44:28 

 

Thus saith the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to subdue 

nations before him; and I will loose the loins of kings, to open before him the two leaved gates; 

and the gates shall not be shut; I will go before thee, and make the crooked places straight: I will 

break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron: And I will give thee the 

treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou mayest know that I, the 

LORD, which call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel. For Jacob my servant's sake, and 

Israel mine elect, I have even called thee by thy name: I have surnamed thee, though thou hast 

not known me. 
Isaiah 45:1-4 

 

 

  He was God’s servant though he did not know God 

 

3. 331  B.C.  The rise of the Greeks 

     Led by Alexander the great.  Why great? 

     Daniel 8:20-21  called the Great horn 

     Learn that in Scripture when horns are used as symbols they represent 

     Leaders. 

 

The ram which thou sawest having two horns are the kings of Media and Persia. And the rough 

goat is the king of Grecia: and the great horn that is between his eyes is the first king. 
Daniel 8:20-21 

 

 

4. 146 B.C.  The Greeks lost their freedom to the Romans 

Four Roman Kings are named in the Bible, all held the title “Caesar”. 

a) Augustus Caesar  31 BC to 14 A.D. 

Luke 2:1  during this period Christ was born 

 

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the 

world should be taxed. 
Luke 2:1 
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b) Tiberius Caesar  14 A.D. -37 A.D. 

Luke 3 :1  During his reign Christ was crucified 

Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of 

Judaea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of Ituraea and of the 

region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias the tetrarch of Abilene, 
Luke 3:1 

 

Claudius Caesar Acts 11:28, Acts 18:2 

And there stood up one of them named Agabus, and signified by the Spirit that there should be 

great dearth throughout all the world: which came to pass in the days of Claudius Caesar. 
Acts 11:28 

 

And found a certain Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus, lately come from Italy, with his wife 

Priscilla; (because that Claudius had commanded all Jews to depart from Rome:) and came unto 

them. 
Acts 18:2 

 

Nero Caesar  41 A.D. – 54 A.D.  Acts 25:12, Philippians 4:22 

Then Festus, when he had conferred with the council, answered, Hast thou appealed unto 

Caesar? unto Caesar shalt thou go. 
Acts 25:12 

 

All the saints salute you, chiefly they that are of Caesar's household. 
Philippians 4:22 

 

                  2 Timothy 4:17  Some think the Lion was Nero 

Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might 

be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the 

lion. 
2 Timothy 4:17 

    

 

5. 476  A.D.  Rome ceased to be a great empire..  Not from without, but because of 

corruption within.  (Eric Sauer – Arena of Faith pages 40-42) 

 

But the iron of old Rome remains to be seen again at the end of the times of the Gentiles. 

 

The point of all this:  The first four parts of the symbols of the image have become actual 

humanly recorded history.  When written all but the first part, the head of gold, was 

prophecy.  Now all four have merged into history. 

How then should we consider the remaining symbols in the chapter ? 

 

We repeat what we have often said:  “For 4000 years God has been interpreting prophecy by 

fulfilling it.”  Will He not continue to do so in the future? 
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