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In this lesson we shall consider the prophetic picture of coming events as it unfolds in the 

chapter. 

 

I  One World Dictator 

Daniel 3:1,   Daniel 5:18-19, 1 John 2:18, Revelation 13:14, Revelation 14:9,11,  

Revelation 15:2, Revelation 16:2, Revelation 19:20 

 

Daniel 3:1  Nebuchadnezzar makes an image,  this Gentile king has become a dictator. 

Daniel 5:18-19 describes him as such.  He becomes a type, not only of the dictators of history, 

but a type of the greatest of all dictators who is identified in the Bible as the Anti-Christ (1 John 

2:18). 

In Revelation 13:14, the false prophet makes an image of the beast.  This image is mentioned 

also in Revelation 13:15, chapter 14:9,11, chapter 15:2, chapter 16:2 and chapter 19:20 

These scriptures prove that Revelation chapters 13-19 have to do with the same period of time 

and also that at the time of the Anti-Christ an image will be made as in Daniel 3:1 

 

Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was threescore cubits, and the 

breadth thereof six cubits: he set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon. 
Daniel 3:1 

 

O thou king, the most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father a kingdom, and majesty, and 

glory, and honour: And for the majesty that he gave him, all people, nations, and languages, 

trembled and feared before him: whom he would he slew; and whom he would he kept alive; and 

whom he would he set up; and whom he would he put down. 
Daniel 5:18-19 

 

Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are 

there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time. 
1 John 2:18 

 

And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power 

to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an 

image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live. 
Revelation 13:14 

 

Verse 9 And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the 

beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, Verse 11 And the smoke 

of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who 

worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name. 
Revelation 14:9,11 
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And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and them that had gotten the victory over 

the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over the number of his name, stand on the 

sea of glass, having the harps of God. 
Revelation 15:2 

 

And the first went, and poured out his vial upon the earth; and there fell a noisome and grievous 

sore upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and upon them which worshipped his image. 
Revelation 16:2 

 

And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with 

which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his 

image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 
Revelation 19:20 

 

II  One World Religion 

Daniel 3:2-5  Nebuchadnezzar calls all to worship.  Worship or burn. 

Revelation 17:13  likewise speaks of “one mind”.  One can almost feel the spirit of the man who 

said, “Worship or die”. 

 

Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to gather together the princes, the governors, and the 

captains, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the 

provinces, to come to the dedication of the image which Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. 

Then the princes, the governors, and captains, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the 

sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, were gathered together unto the dedication of the 

image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up; and they stood before the image that 

Nebuchadnezzar had set up. Then an herald cried aloud, To you it is commanded, O people, 

nations, and languages, That at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, 

psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the golden image that 

Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up: 
Daniel 3:2-5   

 

These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast. 
Revelation 17:13   

 

The type can be seen by reading Revelation 13:8 and 2 Thessalonians 2:1-4.  The Anti-Christ, 

like Nebuchadnezzar will demand the worship of himself, “showing himself that he is God.”   By 

one world religion he will seek to bring and hold people together as one. 

 

And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of 

life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 
Revelation 13:8 
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Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering 

together unto him, That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by 

word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. Let no man deceive you by 

any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of 

sin be revealed, the son of perdition; Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called 

God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that 

he is God. 
2 Thessalonians 2:1-4 

 

Christ has made His Church “one body” (Ephesians 1:22,23 and 1 Corinthians 12:12-13).  The 

Devil using the Anti-Christ as his servant will seek to form one body, a counterfeit Church. 

Throughout history the formation of State Churches has been an attempt to make the Church 

visibly one.   

 

And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, 

Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 
Ephesians 1:22,23 

 

For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being 

many, are one body: so also is Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, 

whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink 

into one Spirit. 
1 Corinthians 12:12-13 

 

The word “ecumenical” meaning “world-wide” now commonly heard has changed from the 

original meaning. 

 

Quoting Dr. Edward Norman (1978)  “The word ecumenical itself has changed its 

meaning, and is now used by the World Council of Churches to mean, not just 

fellowship within the different Christian bodies, but within the entire human 

race.”  The Ecumenical movement is now teaching that God indwells every 

person unconditionally – regardless of his religious affiliation.” 

 

It seems to me to be significant that the World Council of Churches was formed in Amsterdam in 

1948, the same year that Israel became a Nation.  This is more than coincidence! 

 

For anyone who has eyes to see and a mind to use, the endeavour to form one world religion or 

one world church is developing very rapidly.  The Protestant branch of ecumenicism is the 

World Council of Churches.  But do not be deceived the Roman Catholic Churches also have 

unity on their agenda. 

 

In my opinion the Alpha Course is being used to break down denominational barriers for the 

purpose of uniting all religions.  It should be clear that a program acceptable to the Roman 

Catholic Church should not be acceptable to Protestant Churches.   
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Sadly many Protestants have been brain washed into believing that the Roman Catholic Church 

and its Pope have changed.   

There are other programs that are falling in line with the ecumenical agenda.  The desire for 

religious unity is increasing   “People seem to want peace, unity and stability at any cost”.   

I agree with J. Grechem Machen  “It is better to be divided by truth than united in error.” 

And A.W. Tozer  “If I cannot have truth and happiness I will choose truth.  There will be lots of 

time to be happy in Heaven.’ 

 

III  One World Spirit 

Daniel 3:6  worship or die. 

1 John 4:6  there is a spirit of truth and there is a spirit of error. 

2 Corinthians 11:4  “Another Jesus, another spirit…” 

  

The spirit of error will be in the coming world Church. 

 

   

Revelation 13:15  reveals the same spirit 

Acts 19:23-32  at Ephesus there was the same spirit. 

Psalm 17:14  men of the world have their portion in this life 

1 Corinthians 2:12  we receive not the spirit of the world 

John 15:19  ye are not of the world 

John 17:14  also verse 16, even as I am not of the world, so ye 

1 John 3:1  therefore the world knoweth us not 

1 John 4:5-6  they are of the world.  We are of God.   

 

IV  One World Method of Worship 

Daniel 3:5-7,10  all kinds of music to the devil’s beat 

A very impressive show.  The whole scene appeals to human nature and the flesh. 

It could touch the emotions and give one an emotional experience but not a spiritual experience. 

When we direct our Church programs to “teens” “the educated” or “old age” we are proving that 

we are not relying on the Spirit.  For the Spirit can touch any group as He sees fit.  Our trying to 

help the Spirit is perhaps our greatest hindrance to the work of the Spirit.  John 16:8  “when He 

is come he will reprove the world of sin.” 

 

Verse 5 That at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, 

and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the 

king hath set up: Verse 6 And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth shall the same hour be 

cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. Verse 7 Therefore at that time, when all the people 

heard the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and all kinds of musick, all the 

people, the nations, and the languages, fell down and worshipped the golden image that 

Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. Verse 10 Thou, O king, hast made a decree, that every man 

that shall hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds 

of musick, shall fall down and worship the golden image: 
Daniel 3:5-7,10   
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2 Peter 2:18 – false teachers allure through the lusts of the flesh. 

 

For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, 

through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error. 
2 Peter 2:18 

 

News Report (March 20,06)  A Hamilton Ontario Evangelical Church was enticing people to 

come to Church by offering new-comers  free tickets to Toronto Blue Jays ball games! 

 

Today evangelical churches want programs that are popular and pleasing to the flesh.  Religious 

shows do not impress me.  Music that merely entertains a congregation has no spirit and in it 

there is no spiritual power.  James 3:15 describes much of it well, “earthly, sensual and devilish.” 

 

Israel put on a show when worshipping the golden calf.  (See Exodus 32:1-6, 15-28.) 

There was singing and dancing and because the people were naked; it was sensual. 

 

And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down out of the mount, the people 

gathered themselves together unto Aaron, and said unto him, Up, make us gods, which shall go 

before us; for as for this Moses, the man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not 

what is become of him. And Aaron said unto them, Break off the golden earrings, which are in 

the ears of your wives, of your sons, and of your daughters, and bring them unto me. And all the 

people brake off the golden earrings which were in their ears, and brought them unto Aaron. And 

he received them at their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool, after he had made it a molten 

calf: and they said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 

And when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation, and said, To 

morrow is a feast to the LORD. And they rose up early on the morrow, and offered burnt 

offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up 

to play. Verse 15 And Moses turned, and went down from the mount, and the two tables of the 

testimony were in his hand: the tables were written on both their sides; on the one side and on the 

other were they written. And the tables were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of 

God, graven upon the tables. And when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he 

said unto Moses, There is a noise of war in the camp. And he said, It is not the voice of them that 

shout for mastery, neither is it the voice of them that cry for being overcome: but the noise of 

them that sing do I hear. And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto the camp, that he saw 

the calf, and the dancing: and Moses' anger waxed hot, and he cast the tables out of his hands, 

and brake them beneath the mount. And he took the calf which they had made, and burnt it in the 

fire, and ground it to powder, and strawed it upon the water, and made the children of Israel 

drink of it. And Moses said unto Aaron, What did this people unto thee, that thou hast brought so 

great a sin upon them? For they said unto me, Make us gods, which shall go before us: for as for 

this Moses, the man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of 

him. And I said unto them, Whosoever hath any gold, let them break it off. So they gave it me: 

then I cast it into the fire, and there came out this calf.  
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And when Moses saw that the people were naked; (for Aaron had made them naked unto their 

shame among their enemies:) Then Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and said, Who is on the 

LORD'S side? let him come unto me. And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves together unto 

him. And he said unto them, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Put every man his sword by his 

side, and go in and out from gate to gate throughout the camp, and slay every man his brother, 

and every man his companion, and every man his neighbour. And the children of Levi did 

according to the word of Moses: and there fell of the people that day about three thousand men. 
Exodus 32:1-6, 15-28 

 

In the Old Testament the Children of Israel were not to make steps to their altars 

Exodus 20:26.  To step up, the flesh of the priests legs would be seen.  No flesh was to be seen in 

worship. 

 

Neither shalt thou go up by steps unto mine altar, that thy nakedness be not discovered thereon. 
Exodus 20:26 

 

It is my opinion that much that is offered as worship in music today grieves the Holy Spirit. 

There is no melody in the music and often the words are not Scriptural and therefore cannot be 

spiritual. 

There will be wailing in Hell, lots of noise, but there will be sweet music in Heaven. 

 

Here is some Bible instruction for us: 

Romans 13:14   make no provision for the flesh, in or out of Church 

Ephesians 5:18-19   be filled with the Spirit, speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and 

spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord. 

Galatians 5:13 use not your liberty for an occasion of the flesh. 

 

But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts 

thereof. 
Romans 13:14    

 

And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; Speaking to 

yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to 

the Lord; 
Ephesians 5:18-19    

 

For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, 

but by love serve one another. 
Galatians 5:13 
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Charles Alexander (R.A. Torrey’s Song Leader) perhaps the greatest gospel song leader ever 

known  (he died in 1920) insisted that to a very large extent children get their theology from the 

hymns that they sing.  He taught “singing gospel hymns should never be mere entertainment.” 

Alexander often said, “To make people sing, give them something worth singing.  

People must be led to sing.  In choice of hymns aim at getting a message across in 

the meeting.  Songs will carry the message times where you could not speak . He 

would say, a gospel hymn is a sermon on wheels.” 

 

V  One Result Predicted 

Daniel 3:12-15  bow or burn. 

Verse 12 certain Jews did not join the worship. 

Verse 13  these non-conformists caused the king to be in a rage. 

Throughout history, there has been no hate worse than religious hate. 

Cain murdered Abel going home from Church, 

Have you ever read about the Scottish Covenanters? 

We witness the same spirit with Islam today.  

1 Peter 4:4 is still true, they think it strange that we run not with them 

 

Verse 12 There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the affairs of the province of Babylon, 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego; these men, O king, have not regarded thee: they serve not 

thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up. Verse 13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in 

his rage and fury commanded to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Then they brought 

these men before the king. Verse 14 Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, Is it true, O 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden image 

which I have set up? Verse 15 Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the 

cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and 

worship the image which I have made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour 

into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is that God that shall deliver you out of my 

hands? 
Daniel 3:12-15 

 

Wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them to the same excess of riot, speaking evil 

of you: 
1 Peter 4:4 

 

VI  One Kind Stood the Test 

Daniel 3:16-18   these men of faith took their stand 

Hebrews 11:34  these verses no doubt refer to the scene in Daniel. 

Again we see the type.  In the days of the anti-Christ it will be Jews who will take their stand 

against the Anti-Christ. 

Romans 13:1  We are to obey governments in whatsoever is consistent with obeying God.  If we 

disobey we must be prepared to suffer the consequences 
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Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are 

not careful to answer thee in this matter. If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us 

from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But if not, be it 

known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which 

thou hast set up. 
Daniel 3:16-18    

 

Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, 

waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. 
Hebrews 11:34   

 

Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers 

that be are ordained of God. 
Romans 13:1   

 

VII  One Result Followed 

Daniel 3:19  the king is now full of fury  He heats the furnace seven times hotter. 

The fury of the king no doubt is typical of the wrath of the Devil and the Anti-Christ yet to be 

revealed against the Jews  Revelation 12:12 

 

Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the form of his visage was changed against 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego: therefore he spake, and commanded that they should heat 

the furnace one seven times more than it was wont to be heated. 
Daniel 3:19   

 

Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and 

of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he 

hath but a short time. 
Revelation 12:12 

 

I wonder if there is not a type in the use of the word “seven”  ? 

Daniel 3:20-23  The heat of the furnace was exceeding hot, the mighty men of Babylon are slain 

by it.  The three men fall down bound in the fire. But they are loosed from their bonds by the 

fire, and come out of the fire alive.  This is truly enduring to the end. 

Zechariah 13:9 fits here.  God will bring a third of the Jews through the fire of the tribulation.  

By all rules and laws the Jews should burn and be no more.  What a picture of Israel’s history, 

preserved in every circumstance 

Psalm 124:2,3  fits the picture.  God has been with them 

They were willing to die, therefore God gave them life and made them channels of life.  Like 

Joseph, Esther and the Widow who fed Elijah 
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And he commanded the most mighty men that were in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. Then these men were bound in their 

coats, their hosen, and their hats, and their other garments, and were cast into the midst of the 

burning fiery furnace. Therefore because the king's commandment was urgent, and the furnace 

exceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew those men that took up Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego. And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down bound into the 

midst of the burning fiery furnace. 
Daniel 3:20-23   

 

And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and will 

try them as gold is tried: they shall call on my name, and I will hear them: I will say, It is my 

people: and they shall say, The LORD is my God. 
Zechariah 13:9 

 

If it had not been the LORD who was on our side, when men rose up against us: Then they had 

swallowed us up quick, when their wrath was kindled against us: 
Psalm 124:2,3   

 

VIII  Conclusion of the Matter 

 

1.  Daniel 3:26-29  The proud Gentile King is humbled.   

He acknowledges that the Jews serve “the Most High God, the possessor of heaven and earth” 

(Genesis 14:23).  He now knows that God is the God of the Jews.  His religion is of no value to 

him.  What a picture of the Gentile world in the future. 

 

Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the burning fiery furnace, and spake, and said, 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, ye servants of the most high God, come forth, and come 

hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, came forth of the midst of the fire. And the 

princes, governors, and captains, and the king's counsellors, being gathered together, saw these 

men, upon whose bodies the fire had no power, nor was an hair of their head singed, neither were 

their coats changed, nor the smell of fire had passed on them. Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and 

said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who hath sent his angel, and 

delivered his servants that trusted in him, and have changed the king's word, and yielded their 

bodies, that they might not serve nor worship any god, except their own God. Therefore I make a 

decree, That every people, nation, and language, which speak any thing amiss against the God of 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made a 

dunghill: because there is no other God that can deliver after this sort. 
Daniel 3:26-29   

 

That I will not take from a thread even to a shoelatchet, and that I will not take any thing that is 

thine, lest thou shouldest say, I have made Abram rich: 
Genesis 14:23 
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2.  Daniel 3:30  Not only are the Jews preserved in the fire, they are promoted after their great 

tribulation.  A type of what is yet to be. 

Zephaniah 3:19-20, Zechariah 8:23. 

 

Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, in the province of Babylon. 
Daniel 3:30   

 

Behold, at that time I will undo all that afflict thee: and I will save her that halteth, and gather her 

that was driven out; and I will get them praise and fame in every land where they have been put 

to shame. At that time will I bring you again, even in the time that I gather you: for I will make 

you a name and a praise among all people of the earth, when I turn back your captivity before 

your eyes, saith the LORD. 
Zephaniah 3:19-20 

 

Thus saith the LORD of hosts; In those days it shall come to pass, that ten men shall take hold 

out of all languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, 

We will go with you: for we have heard that God is with you. 
Zechariah 8:23 
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