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 Nebuchadnezzar’s Madness 

Chapter IV 

Lesson XII 

June 24,2009 

 

We shall consider the history in this chapter first and then the typical prophecy in another 

lesson. 

 

In the New Testament the greatest illustration of the marvelous grace of God is seen in the story of Saul of 

Tarsus who called himself “the chief of sinners.”  1 Timothy 1:15 

He was the chief persecutor of the Church ( Acts 9:1,2) he consented to and was present for the stoning of 

Stephan (Acts 7:59).  But God in grace saved him on the road to Damascus.  Acts 9:3-19 

 

This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of 

whom I am chief. 
1 Timothy 1:15 

 

Verse 1 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the 

high priest, Verse 2 And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, 

whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. 
Acts 9:1,2 

 

And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 
Acts 7:59 

 

And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven: 

And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? And he said, 

Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the 

pricks. And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, 

Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. And the men which journeyed with him 

stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man. And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were 

opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus. And he was three days 

without sight, and neither did eat nor drink. And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and 

to him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord. And the Lord said unto him, 

Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and enquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of 

Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth, And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand 

on him, that he might receive his sight. Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how 

much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem: And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all 

that call on thy name. But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my 

name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel:  
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For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake. And Ananias went his way, and 

entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto 

thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy 

Ghost. And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight forthwith, and 

arose, and was baptized. And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. Then was Saul certain days with 

the disciples which were at Damascus. 
Acts 9:3-19 

 

In the Old Testament the greatest illustration of the grace of God is found in this chapter of Daniel concerning 

the conversion of King Nebuchadnezzar. 

 

Here we need to remind the reader again of the following facts.  A type must never be used to formulate 

doctrine.  It can only be used to illustrate doctrine elsewhere explicitly taught.  By way of example.  The 

doctrine of the Rapture is taught in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.  Enoch’s translation Genesis 5:24, illustrates that 

doctrine but does not formulate it.  And types are never perfect.  They are like shadows .  Have you ever seen a 

perfect shadow? 

 

But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even 

as others which have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in 

Jesus will God bring with him. For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and 

remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend 

from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ 

shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet 

the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words. 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

 

And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him. 
Genesis 5:24 

 

We inserted that because in the last chapter we said that Nebuchadnezzar is a type of the coming Anti-Christ.  

But now in chapter four we are to learn that this man was saved. 

If we were to use types to formulate doctrine, then we would be teaching that the Anti-Christ must also be 

saved.  But we know from Revelation 19:20 that he will not be saved. 

He will be cast into the lake of fire.  So this becomes an example of the fact that we must not consider types to 

be perfect nor the ground for formulating doctrines.  

 

And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he 

deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were 

cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 
Revelation 19:20 
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David could be used as another example. There is no doubt that in many things David becomes a type of Jesus 

the King.  But in David’s many sins and failures he is not a type of Jesus but a type of fallen humanity. 

 

The fourth chapter of Daniel is another record of Bible history.  It is the kind of story we do not expect to find 

in our school history books.  For the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God for they are 

foolishness unto him…1 Corinthians 2:14. 

Nothing in this chapter appeals to unbelief. 

 

But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can 

he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 
1 Corinthians 2:14 

 

Daniel 4:1-3  is the preface to Nebuchadnezzar’s personal testimony. 

It is not a testimony of what the King did for God but rather what God did for the King. 

Psalm 66:16  the verse says:  “come and hear what God hath done for my soul.” 

Psalm 71:15  “my mouth shall shew forth thy righteousness…” 

Isaiah 63:7  “I will mention the loving kindness of the Lord..” 

Jeremiah 20:9  “His word was in my heart…I could not stay. 

These verses tell us what a testimony should be.  A declaration of God’s work in our lives  

 

Nebuchadnezzar the king, unto all people, nations, and languages, that dwell in all the earth; Peace be 

multiplied unto you. I thought it good to shew the signs and wonders that the high God hath wrought toward 

me. How great are his signs! and how mighty are his wonders! his kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and his 

dominion is from generation to generation. 
Daniel 4:1-3 

 

Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what he hath done for my soul. 
Psalm 66:16   

 

My mouth shall shew forth thy righteousness and thy salvation all the day; for I know not the numbers thereof. 
Psalm 71:15   

 

I will mention the lovingkindnesses of the LORD, and the praises of the LORD, according to all that the LORD 

hath bestowed on us, and the great goodness toward the house of Israel, which he hath bestowed on them 

according to his mercies, and according to the multitude of his lovingkindnesses. 
Isaiah 63:7   

 

Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any more in his name. But his word was in mine heart as 

a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, and I could not stay. 
Jeremiah 20:9   
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Daniel 4:1-3  Here also Nebuchadnezzar gives the reasons for his wanting to tell his personal experience. 

 

Nebuchadnezzar the king, unto all people, nations, and languages, that dwell in all the earth; Peace be 

multiplied unto you. I thought it good to shew the signs and wonders that the high God hath wrought toward 

me. How great are his signs! and how mighty are his wonders! his kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and his 

dominion is from generation to generation. 
Daniel 4:1-3   

 

He wanted the world to know what the Most High God had wrought in his own life. 

He wanted to impress upon all, that the Kingdom of the Most High God is the only lasting Kingdom..  O that 

the world would have heeded this man’s testimony. 

 

Daniel 4:5-7  Nebuchadnezzar tells about a second dream he had had.   He could not remember the first dream, 

but he remembered this one.  Bur again his wise men were of no help in it’s interpretation.  It would seem that 

the more the wise men of our day try to explain creation, Christ or the Bible, the more they reveal their 

foolishness.  Certainly the god of this world has blinded their minds. 2 Corinthians 4:4  

 

I saw a dream which made me afraid, and the thoughts upon my bed and the visions of my head troubled me. 

Therefore made I a decree to bring in all the wise men of Babylon before me, that they might make known unto 

me the interpretation of the dream. Then came in the magicians, the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the 

soothsayers: and I told the dream before them; but they did not make known unto me the interpretation thereof. 
Daniel 4:5-7   

 

In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious 

gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 
2 Corinthians 4:4  

 

Because of this blindness “evil men understand not judgment “  Proverbs 28:5  They seem to forget that “the 

wicked shall not go unpunished”  Proverbs 21:31.  And especially do our wise educator’s ignore Hebrews 9:27  

“it is appointed unto men once to die and after this the judgment.”  There is an after to this life. 

 

Evil men understand not judgment: but they that seek the LORD understand all things. 
Proverbs 28:5   

 

The horse is prepared against the day of battle: but safety is of the LORD. 
Proverbs 21:31 

 

And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: 
Hebrews 9:27     
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Daniel 4:8-9  Because of the failure of the wise men , Nebuchadnezzar calls for Daniel. 

This , remember, is Nebuchadnezzar’s own report.  

How often the problems of ungodly men cause them to turn to the godly for help.  Luke 21:11-13 (I apply the 

text,) “it shall turn to you for a testimony”  One said to me :  “Let your light shine and others will know where 

to come when they are in trouble.” 

 

But at the last Daniel came in before me, whose name was Belteshazzar, according to the name of my god, and 

in whom is the spirit of the holy gods: and before him I told the dream, saying, O Belteshazzar, master of the 

magicians, because I know that the spirit of the holy gods is in thee, and no secret troubleth thee, tell me the 

visions of my dream that I have seen, and the interpretation thereof. 
Daniel 4:8-9   

 

And great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and famines, and pestilences; and fearful sights and great signs 

shall there be from heaven. But before all these, they shall lay their hands on you, and persecute you, delivering 

you up to the synagogues, and into prisons, being brought before kings and rulers for my name's sake. And it 

shall turn to you for a testimony. 
Luke 21:11-13 

 

Daniel 4:10-17  Nebuchadnezzar relates his dream to Daniel.  Some of his statements are amazing.  

Verse 8  “in Daniel is the spirit of the holy gods.” 

Verse 9  “I know that the spirit of the holy gods is in you.” 

Verse 17  By this dream he was to learn that the Most High ruleth in the kingdom’s of men.  God giveth 

kingdoms to whom He will.  He sets over kingdom’s the basest of men.  Daniel, you can interpret the dream for 

the spirit of the holy gods is in you.  

 

Thus were the visions of mine head in my bed; I saw, and behold a tree in the midst of the earth, and the height 

thereof was great. The tree grew, and was strong, and the height thereof reached unto heaven, and the sight 

thereof to the end of all the earth: The leaves thereof were fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in it was meat for 

all: the beasts of the field had shadow under it, and the fowls of the heaven dwelt in the boughs thereof, and all 

flesh was fed of it. I saw in the visions of my head upon my bed, and, behold, a watcher and an holy one came 

down from heaven; He cried aloud, and said thus, Hew down the tree, and cut off his branches, shake off his 

leaves, and scatter his fruit: let the beasts get away from under it, and the fowls from his branches: Nevertheless 

leave the stump of his roots in the earth, even with a band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field; and 

let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the beasts in the grass of the earth: Let his heart 

be changed from man's, and let a beast's heart be given unto him; and let seven times pass over him. This matter 

is by the decree of the watchers, and the demand by the word of the holy ones: to the intent that the living may 

know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will, and setteth up over 

it the basest of men.  
Daniel 4:10-17    
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But at the last Daniel came in before me, whose name was Belteshazzar, according to the name of my god, and 

in whom is the spirit of the holy gods: and before him I told the dream, saying, 
Daniel 4:8 

 

O Belteshazzar, master of the magicians, because I know that the spirit of the holy gods is in thee, and no secret 

troubleth thee, tell me the visions of my dream that I have seen, and the interpretation thereof. 
Daniel 4:9 

 

This matter is by the decree of the watchers, and the demand by the word of the holy ones: to the intent that the 

living may know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will, and 

setteth up over it the basest of men. 
Daniel 4:17 

 

That God setteth up the basest of men over Kingdom’s is difficult for us to understand, but it is what we have 

observed in history.  We have had our Hitler’s and Stalin’s and their like.  But one point we must not miss.  The 

king knew that Daniel was different. 

 

By this dream Nebuchadnezzar was to learn about the Most High God who is the possessor of Heaven and earth 

Genesis 14:19.  And that God gives kingdoms to whom He will. 

Acts 17:26  He sets the bounds of habitation. 

Deuteronomy 32:8  “When the Most High divided to the nations their inheritance, when he separated the sons 

of Adam, he set the bounds of the people according to the number  

of the children of Israel  

Verse 9  For the Lord’s portion is his people; Jacob is the lot of his inheritance…” 

Job 14:5  applies the same to men.  “Seeing his days are determined, the number of his months are with thee, 

thou hast appointed his bounds that he cannot pass.” 

Daniel 4:18-25  Daniel interprets the dream and reluctantly tells Nebuchadnezzar that it concerns him.  The 

purpose of the dream is summed up in the last words of verse 25.  The king will live as a beast for seven years 

so that he will learn, “that the Most High ruleth in the kingdoms of men and giveth (Kingdoms) to whom He 

will.  This fact is stated throughout Scripture. 

By way of example in Acts 13:21-22 Israel desired a king, God gave them Saul 

he gave them the king they would have chosen (1 Samuel 12:13 )  And when he had removed him, he raised up 

unto them David. 

 

And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth: 
Genesis 14:19 

 

And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the 

times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; 
Acts 17:26   
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When the most High divided to the nations their inheritance, when he separated the sons of Adam, he set the 

bounds of the people according to the number of the children of Israel. 
Deuteronomy 32:8 

 

For the LORD'S portion is his people; Jacob is the lot of his inheritance. 
Deuteronomy 32:9 

 

Seeing his days are determined, the number of his months are with thee, thou hast appointed his bounds that he 

cannot pass; 
Job 14:5   

 

This dream I king Nebuchadnezzar have seen. Now thou, O Belteshazzar, declare the interpretation thereof, 

forasmuch as all the wise men of my kingdom are not able to make known unto me the interpretation: but thou 

art able; for the spirit of the holy gods is in thee. Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was astonied for 

one hour, and his thoughts troubled him. The king spake, and said, Belteshazzar, let not the dream, or the 

interpretation thereof, trouble thee. Belteshazzar answered and said, My lord, the dream be to them that hate 

thee, and the interpretation thereof to thine enemies. The tree that thou sawest, which grew, and was strong, 

whose height reached unto the heaven, and the sight thereof to all the earth; Whose leaves were fair, and the 

fruit thereof much, and in it was meat for all; under which the beasts of the field dwelt, and upon whose 

branches the fowls of the heaven had their habitation: It is thou, O king, that art grown and become strong: for 

thy greatness is grown, and reacheth unto heaven, and thy dominion to the end of the earth. And whereas the 

king saw a watcher and an holy one coming down from heaven, and saying, Hew the tree down, and destroy it; 

yet leave the stump of the roots thereof in the earth, even with a band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of the 

field; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the beasts of the field, till seven times 

pass over him; This is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree of the most High, which is come upon 

my lord the king: That they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, and 

they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and they shall wet thee with the dew of heaven, and seven times shall 

pass over thee, till thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he 

will. 
Daniel 4:18-25   

 

And afterward they desired a king: and God gave unto them Saul the son of Cis, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, 

by the space of forty years. And when he had removed him, he raised up unto them David to be their king; to 

whom also he gave testimony, and said, I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, which 

shall fulfil all my will. 
Acts 13:21-22 

 

 

Now therefore behold the king whom ye have chosen, and whom ye have desired! and, behold, the LORD hath 

set a king over you. 
1 Samuel 12:13  
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Did we not see shadows of this when God removed Arafat by death and then Prime Minister Sharon by means 

of a stroke?  God removes Kings and God sets up kings., 

 

Daniel 4:26-27  Daniel concludes his words to the king.  Daniel tells him that “after the dream is fulfilled you 

will have learned that the heaven’s do rule.”  In the meantime, king   break off thy sins by righteousness.  There 

is no other way.  One must be made righteous before sins can be broken off. 

 

And whereas they commanded to leave the stump of the tree roots; thy kingdom shall be sure unto thee, after 

that thou shalt have known that the heavens do rule. Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable unto thee, 

and break off thy sins by righteousness, and thine iniquities by shewing mercy to the poor; if it may be a 

lengthening of thy tranquillity. 
Daniel 4:26-27   

 

Romans 4:3  “Abraham believed God and it was counted to him for righteousness”.  Believing God is the way 

we receive righteousness so that sins may be broken off.  

But as we shall learn, the warning from God through Daniel was unheeded by the king. 

Daniel 4:28  states all that was prophecied came upon the king, and the king tells the story. 

 

For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. 
Romans 4:3   

 

All this came upon the king Nebuchadnezzar. 
Daniel 4:28   

 

Daniel 4:29-33  It was twelve months later.  God gave the king time to repent.  He always does.  It would seem 

that the year was a prosperous one, the king being at rest and flourishing and apparently ignoring and forgetting 

his dream. 

 

At the end of twelve months he walked in the palace of the kingdom of Babylon. The king spake, and said, Is 

not this great Babylon, that I have built for the house of the kingdom by the might of my power, and for the 

honour of my majesty? While the word was in the king's mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, saying, O king 

Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The kingdom is departed from thee. And they shall drive thee from men, 

and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field: they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and seven times 

shall pass over thee, until thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to 

whomsoever he will. The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar: and he was driven from men, 

and did eat grass as oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagles' 

feathers, and his nails like birds' claws. 
Daniel 4:29-33   
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Walking in his great palace and beautiful gardens he makes his boast in verse 30. 

“Is not this great Babylon that I have built for the house of the kingdom by the might of my power and for the 

honour of my majesty.”  Can we not see many a man as boastful today as this King?  Men boast in what they 

can do.  But without God-given ability man can do nothing.  True in the natural Acts 17:28 and true in the 

spiritual John 6:63, John 15:5. 

 

For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also 

his offspring. 
Acts 17:28 

 

It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and 

they are life. 
John 6:63 

 

I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for 

without me ye can do nothing. 
John 15:5 

 

While Nebuchadnezzar’s words were in his mouth judgment suddenly fell upon him. 

Proverbs29:1  He that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed   .”  He had left 

God out of his thoughts.  Certainly a picture of many people today. 

 

He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy. 
Proverbs29:1   

 

The voice was from heaven,  “the kingdom is departed from thee.”  Daniel 4:32 is the word from heaven.  

Daniel 4:33 the same hour was the thing fulfilled.  He lost his mind, lived like a beast, looked like a hippy for 

seven years, for those years he did not have a haircut nor nails trimmed. 

 

And they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field: they shall make thee 

to eat grass as oxen, and seven times shall pass over thee, until thou know that the most High ruleth in the 

kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will. 
Daniel 4:32 

 

The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar: and he was driven from men, and did eat grass as 

oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagles' feathers, and his nails 

like birds' claws. 
Daniel 4:33 

 

Daniel 4:34-37  Not only was the king humbled, here is a remarkable testimony. 

The king who had left God out of his life and had forgotten the source of his strength, 

 power and position  (Deuteronomy 8:17,18) is fully restored.  In the language of today 

he was saved.  Can such be saved?  Remember the thief on the cross was saved when he was dying. 
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And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine understanding returned 

unto me, and I blessed the most High, and I praised and honoured him that liveth for ever, whose dominion is an 

everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to generation: And all the inhabitants of the earth are 

reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the 

earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou? At the same time my reason returned unto 

me; and for the glory of my kingdom, mine honour and brightness returned unto me; and my counsellors and 

my lords sought unto me; and I was established in my kingdom, and excellent majesty was added unto me.  

 

Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King of heaven, all whose works are truth, and his 

ways judgment: and those that walk in pride he is able to abase. 
Daniel 4:34-37 

 

And thou say in thine heart, My power and the might of mine hand hath gotten me this wealth. But thou shalt 

remember the LORD thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth, that he may establish his 

covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as it is this day. 

Deuteronomy 8:17,18 
 

He blessed the Most High.  He acknowledged that his kingdom and the men in position 

are nothing.  When his reason was given back to him, no longer does he boast but rather  

says:  “excellent majesty was added unto me.  He acknowledged the King of Heaven and  

 also that he who had walked in pride had been abased by God. 

 

Remember James 4:6,10.  Don’t wait for God to have to humble you  Humble yourselves 

in the sight of the lord and He shall lift you up. 

 

James 4:6  But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the 

humble.  

James 4:10  Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up. 
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