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I  Introduction 
The story of the Book of Daniel , regarding the man Daniel begins in chapter one.  Daniel the 

young prince of the Royal house of David in Judea, is taken captive to the great city of Babylon.  

Seventy years later the Kingdom of Babylon fell into the hands of the Medes and Persians.  This 

story is recorded in chapter five. 

 

We do not know exactly how old Daniel was when taken captive.  Perhaps as young as  fifteen 

but no older than twenty.  So as we consider Daniel chapter six, we add 70 years to his life.  He 

is an old man of eighty-five years or more. 

 

Throughout his years Daniel was faithful to his God.  His faithfulness did not hinge on his 

surroundings.  He had lived for seventy years in a wicked, sinful, idolatrous Nation.  But through 

it all, with little fellowship with men , he walked with his God.  The man who can stand alone is 

the man worth while. 

 

As we have learned, God used Cyrus the Persian King to send the Jews back to Jerusalem to 

rebuild their temple.  2 Chronicles 36:22-23,  Ezra 1:1,2.  Here in chapter six , He uses Darius 

the king of the Medes to exalt Daniel.  One lesson in all this is that God is teaching Gentiles that 

He will exalt the Jews regardless of who is on the earthly throne. This has been the story of the 

past, and it will be the story of the future.. 

 

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD spoken by the mouth of 

Jeremiah might be accomplished, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he 

made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying, Thus saith 

Cyrus king of Persia, All the kingdoms of the earth hath the LORD God of heaven given me; and 

he hath charged me to build him an house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Who is there among 

you of all his people? The LORD his God be with him, and let him go up. 
2 Chronicles 36:22-23 
 

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the mouth of 

Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made 

a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying, Thus saith Cyrus 

king of Persia, The LORD God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth; and he 

hath charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 
Ezra 1:1,2 

  

Page 1 of 10 



 

 

II  Daniel 6:1-3  Notice the facts 

King Darius  had set  one hundred and twenty princes over the affairs of the Kingdom. 

Then over the princes three presidents.  Daniel the Jew, was made the head of the three 

Presidents.  The hundred and twenty princes were accountable to the three presidents. 

The King planned to make Daniel the Prime Minister because an excellent spirit was in him.  All 

too often old age sours people.  We can think of Daniel as the grand old man! 

 

It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an hundred and twenty princes, which should be over 

the whole kingdom; And over these three presidents; of whom Daniel was first: that the princes 

might give accounts unto them, and the king should have no damage. Then this Daniel was 

preferred above the presidents and princes, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king 

thought to set him over the whole realm. 
Daniel 6:1-3   
 

Yet he had enemies.  All who live godly have and will suffer.  2 Timothy 3:12.  The spirit of 

today was the same in Daniel’s day. 

 

Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 
2 Timothy 3:12 

 

1 Corinthians 16:17-18, Daniel was like these three men.  It was refreshing to be with him.  

Some people carry such a heavy spirit they make you glad when they leave, sad when they come. 

Covet to grow like Daniel. 

 

I am glad of the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus: for that which was lacking 

on your part they have supplied. For they have refreshed my spirit and yours: therefore 

acknowledge ye them that are such. 
1 Corinthians 16:17-18 
 

III  Daniel 6:4  Two of the President’s resent Daniel 

He held a position above them.  First it was resentment, then it became envy 

Proverbs 14:30  “   envy is the rottenness of the bones..” 

Proverbs 27:4  “   who us able to stand before envy…” 

Psalm 106:16  “the children of Israel envied Moses…” 

Matthew 27:18  “…for envy they had delivered him …”  that is, Jesus. 

Acts 7:9  “…the patriarchs, moved with envy, sold Joseph…” 

They envied Daniel because he was a Jew and because he had found favour with the King 

Because of envy they became Daniel’s enemies.  It is very human, an easy and natural thing for 

fallen humanity to envy another because of what others have. 

 

A sound heart is the life of the flesh: but envy the rottenness of the bones. 
Proverbs 14:30   
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Wrath is cruel, and anger is outrageous; but who is able to stand before envy? 
Proverbs 27:4   
 

They envied Moses also in the camp, and Aaron the saint of the LORD. 
Psalm 106:16   
 

For he knew that for envy they had delivered him. 
Matthew 27:18   
 

And the patriarchs, moved with envy, sold Joseph into Egypt: but God was with him, 
Acts 7:9   

 

IV  Daniel 6:4-5,16,20  Because of envy, they tried to find fault with Daniel 

They examined his books and could find no fault or error.  Today, unsaved men and women will 

seek to find fault with every Christian. 

They were able to find nothing because Daniel was faithful.  Four times we read of his 

faithfulness  Verses 4,5,16,20. 

 

Verse 4 Then the presidents and princes sought to find occasion against Daniel concerning the 

kingdom; but they could find none occasion nor fault; forasmuch as he was faithful, neither was 

there any error or fault found in him. Verse 5 Then said these men, We shall not find any occasion 

against this Daniel, except we find it against him concerning the law of his God. Verse 16 Then 

the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of lions. Now the king 

spake and said unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou servest continually, he will deliver thee.   

Verse 20 And when he came to the den, he cried with a lamentable voice unto Daniel: and the 

king spake and said to Daniel, O Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God, whom thou 

servest continually, able to deliver thee from the lions? 
Daniel 6:4-5,16,20   
 

Being faithful to his God , he was faithful to men.  The order cannot be reversed.  We cannot  be 

faithful to men until we are faithful to our God.  As stewards of God one thing is required of us:  

“that we be found faithful”  1 Corinthians 4:2.  That verse does not say successful.  That would 

be the world’s standard.  God requires faithfulness , that is trust-worthiness.  Perhaps nothing 

shatters character more than does breaking a public trust. 

1 Peter 2:15  “with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men”-  not by 

doctrine! 

What a testimony Daniel had  and this from his enemies.  “we shall not find any occasion against 

this Daniel , except we find it against him concerning the law of his God.” 

 

Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful. 
1 Corinthians 4:2 
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For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish 

men: 
1 Peter 2:15   
 

 

V  Daniel 6:6-9  The enemies of Daniel make their move 

When they approached the King, he did not detect their big lie.  What was the lie?  All wrapped 

up in one word.  They said all the presidents,…have consulted together.” 

Daniel had not been consulted and he was head president. 

They had set a trap for Daniel and ultimately for themselves.  So in ignorance , the King signed 

the petition.  Learn, there is nothing more dangerous than part truth mixed with a lie. 

 

Then these presidents and princes assembled together to the king, and said thus unto him, King 

Darius, live for ever. All the presidents of the kingdom, the governors, and the princes, the 

counsellors, and the captains, have consulted together to establish a royal statute, and to make a 

firm decree, that whosoever shall ask a petition of any God or man for thirty days, save of thee, 

O king, he shall be cast into the den of lions. Now, O king, establish the decree, and sign the 

writing, that it be not changed, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which altereth 

not. Wherefore king Darius signed the writing and the decree. 
Daniel 6:6-9   
 

VI  Daniel 6:10  One of the Great Texts of the Bible 

When Daniel knew that the writing was signed  , he went to his house, his windows being 

opened…”  He did not deliberately open the windows, that would have been fanaticism, but he 

did not close them, that would have been an act of fear.  “His fear of man was little because he 

feared God so much.”  The fear of man brings terror.  The fear of God brings reverence.  

Proverbs 29:25  “the fear of man brings a snare..” 

 

Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and his windows 

being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and 

prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime. 
Daniel 6:10   
 

The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his trust in the LORD shall be safe. 
Proverbs 29:25   

 

“He prayed toward Jerusalem”  Read 2 Chronicles 6:36-39 to discover why he did so. 

Daniel was a student of the Scriptures. 

 

If they sin against thee, (for there is no man which sinneth not,) and thou be angry with them, 

and deliver them over before their enemies, and they carry them away captives unto a land far 

off or near; Yet if they bethink themselves in the land whither they are carried captive, and turn 

and pray unto thee in the land of their captivity, saying, We have sinned, we have done amiss, 

and have dealt wickedly; 
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If they return to thee with all their heart and with all their soul in the land of their captivity, 

whither they have carried them captives, and pray toward their land, which thou gavest unto their 

fathers, and toward the city which thou hast chosen, and toward the house which I have built for 

thy name: Then hear thou from the heavens, even from thy dwelling place, their prayer and their 

supplications, and maintain their cause, and forgive thy people which have sinned against thee. 
2 Chronicles 6:36-39 
 

“He kneeled upon his knees three times a day”  The busiest man in the kingdom found time to 

pray.  If we do not have time to pray we are too occupied with things of earth. 

“He prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he had aforetime.”   That means this was not 

emergency praying.  He did not increase nor decrease his prayer time even though he was in 

great danger  He did exactly what he had done and had planned to do  

If you knew you were soon to die .  If you knew that the Lord would return this week, what 

would you do?  Change the way you live or go on as you had planned?   

We notice that Daniel gave thanks in his new circumstances.  

1 Thessalonians 5:18  “in everything give thanks”  Ephesians5:20  give thanks always  

for all things…” Philippians 4:6  in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving…” 

You may read more about Daniel’s prayer-life in Daniel 2:18, Daniel 6:10,11,13, Daniel 9:2 

Daniel 10 : 2, 12. 

 

In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 
1 Thessalonians 5:18   
 
Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
Ephesians5:20   
 

Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 

requests be made known unto God. 
Philippians 4:6   
 

That they would desire mercies of the God of heaven concerning this secret; that Daniel and his 

fellows should not perish with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. 
Daniel 2:18 

 

Verse 10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and his 

windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a 

day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime. Verse 11 Then these men 

assembled, and found Daniel praying and making supplication before his God. Verse 13 Then 

answered they and said before the king, That Daniel, which is of the children of the captivity of 

Judah, regardeth not thee, O king, nor the decree that thou hast signed, but maketh his petition 

three times a day. 

Daniel 6:10,11,13 
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In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of the years, whereof the 

word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish seventy years in the 

desolations of Jerusalem. 
Daniel 9:2 
 

Verse 2 In those days I Daniel was mourning three full weeks. Verse 12 Then said he unto me, Fear 

not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to understand, and to chasten 

thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come for thy words. 
Daniel 10 : 2, 12 
 

VII  Daniel 6:11-15  The Enemies of Daniel hasten to his house. 

 

Then these men assembled, and found Daniel praying and making supplication before his God. 

Then they came near, and spake before the king concerning the king's decree; Hast thou not 

signed a decree, that every man that shall ask a petition of any God or man within thirty days, 

save of thee, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions? The king answered and said, The thing is 

true, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which altereth not. Then answered they and 

said before the king, That Daniel, which is of the children of the captivity of Judah, regardeth not 

thee, O king, nor the decree that thou hast signed, but maketh his petition three times a day. Then 

the king, when he heard these words, was sore displeased with himself, and set his heart on 

Daniel to deliver him: and he laboured till the going down of the sun to deliver him. Then these 

men assembled unto the king, and said unto the king, Know, O king, that the law of the Medes 

and Persians is, That no decree nor statute which the king establisheth may be changed. 
Daniel 6:11-15   

 

They found what they expected to find.  They did not expect Daniel to fail his God, they found 

him praying.  He did not read or merely say a prayer.  Acts 9:11 

 

And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and enquire in 

the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth, 
Acts 9:11 
 

They rushed to inform the King.  “this child of the captivity from Judah  (this Jew)  

regardeth not thee”  They reveal the reason for their hateful plan being that Daniel was a Jew.  

That was his major crime.  How like the Pharisees in Christ’s days on earth, who were ready to 

kill anyone who did not keep the Sabbath! 

The law then as now can only condemn and kill  2 Corinthians 3:6 

 

Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for 

the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. 
2 Corinthians 3:6 
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When the King discovered the plot he was displeased with himself because he had signed the 

petition.  He laboured all that day to see if he could find a way to keep Daniel from the Lion’s 

den.  But the law could not bend or be changed. 

How many Christians realize that the law of Moses is their enemy and not their friend 

There is no mercy in the law.  Be it the law of the Medes or the law of God! 

 

VIII  Daniel 6:16-17  Daniel was cast into the den of lions. 

 

Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of lions. Now the 

king spake and said unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou servest continually, he will deliver thee. 

And a stone was brought, and laid upon the mouth of the den; and the king sealed it with his own 

signet, and with the signet of his lords; that the purpose might not be changed concerning Daniel. 
Daniel 6:16-17   

 

They made the den as sure as they could, having the King seal it with his own signet and the 

signet of his lords.  They did not want their purpose to be changed regarding Daniel 

But the King had a different heart  “Thy God whom thou servest continually, he will deliver 

thee.  It is evident that the way Daniel lived had been observed by the king.  He knew that 

Daniel’s life centered in his God. 

 

Acts 20:18-19  Paul gave testimony that he served the Lord in all seasons.. 

Psalm 112:7  Describes Daniel.  “…his heart was fixed…” 

Colossians 3:1,2  His affection was set 

Matthew 6:19,22  his eye was single  one motive 

Colossians 3:17-23  describes the life of the man Daniel 

 

And when they were come to him, he said unto them, Ye know, from the first day that I came 

into Asia, after what manner I have been with you at all seasons, Serving the Lord with all 

humility of mind, and with many tears, and temptations, which befell me by the lying in wait of 

the Jews: 
Acts 20:18-19   
 

He shall not be afraid of evil tidings: his heart is fixed, trusting in the LORD. 
Psalm 112:7 
 

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the 

right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 
Colossians 3:1,2   
 

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where 

thieves break through and steal: The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, 

thy whole body shall be full of light. 
Matthew 6:19,22   
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And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 

God and the Father by him. Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is fit in the 

Lord. Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them. Children, obey your parents in 

all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord. Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, 

lest they be discouraged. Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not 

with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God: And whatsoever ye do, 

do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; 
Colossians 3:17-23   
 

IX  Daniel 6:18  In the King’s Palace that night 

 

Then the king went to his palace, and passed the night fasting: neither were instruments of 

musick brought before him: and his sleep went from him. 
Daniel 6:18   

 

The king fasted.  That night there was no music.  There was no sleep. And there was no peace. 

Strange as it may seem the peace was in the Lion’s Den. 

Remember , the Lord does not keep us out of trials but he promises to be with us in them 

Psalm 23:4  “thou art with me” 

Hebrews 13:5  “I will never leave thee nor forsake thee..” 

This heathen King knew nothing about the  peace of God which passeth understanding 

Philippians 4:7 

 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art 

with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 
Psalm 23:4   

 

Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for 

he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 
Hebrews 13:5   

 

And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds 

through Christ Jesus. 
Philippians 4:7 

 

X  Daniel 6:19-20  The King comes to the Lion’s Den  
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Then the king arose very early in the morning, and went in haste unto the den of lions. And when 

he came to the den, he cried with a lamentable voice unto Daniel: and the king spake and said to 

Daniel, O Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God, whom thou servest continually, able to 

deliver thee from the lions? 
Daniel 6:19-20   

 

The favour that this Gentile King had for Daniel the Jew is revealed in these verses. 

He arose early to go to the den of lions.  He cried with a lamentable voice. 

He named Daniel “the servant of the living God.”  He knew that Daniel served his God 

continually. 

 

This last fact always speaks to my heart.  This testimony of a heathen King.  He had been 

observing how Daniel lived his life.  The question that arises in my heart is:  what do my 

unsaved neighbours observe in my life? 

Acts 4:13  those who observed Peter and John “took knowledge of them , that they had been with 

Jesus.”   Lord may this be so in our living. 

 

Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned and 

ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus. 
Acts 4:13   

 

XI  Daniel 6:21-23  Daniel speaks to the King from the Lion’s Den 

 

Then said Daniel unto the king, O king, live for ever. My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut 

the lions' mouths, that they have not hurt me: forasmuch as before him innocency was found in 

me; and also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt. Then was the king exceeding glad for him, 

and commanded that they should take Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of 

the den, and no manner of hurt was found upon him, because he believed in his God. 
Daniel 6:21-23   

 

“My God has sent his angel and shut the lions mouths…” 

The lions did not for they could not hurt Daniel because the angel of the Lord was there 

They recognized a heavenly presence even as did the animals in the wilderness with Christ Jesus.  

Mark 1:13   note the word “with”. 

Those lions were like the  milllennium lions  Isaiah 11:6-7 

The King, who was exceeding glad for Daniel  And the Holy Spirit adds one more fact about him  

“ he believed in his God,”  He did not believe in himself as people are being instructed today! 

 

XII  Daniel 6:24  The King brings judgment upon Daniel’s Enemies. 

 

And the king commanded, and they brought those men which had accused Daniel, and they cast 

them into the den of lions, them, their children, and their wives; and the lions had the mastery of 

them, and brake all their bones in pieces or ever they came at the bottom of the den. 
Daniel 6:24   
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The enemies, their children, and their wives are all cast into the Den of Lions and all are killed in 

a moment. 

We may question the death of the children, but they would be saved by death from a worse 

eternal death because of the direction their parents would have taken them 

Deuteronomy 1:39  “your little ones…your children which in that day had no knowledge 

between good and evil shall go in thither..”  God makes a difference between little children and 

adults. 

2 Samuel 12:23  David said of his baby  “I shall go to him…”  David believe that his child was 

in paradise. 

Remember, young children have not rejected Christ.  It is rejection of Christ that will bring 

judgment. Matthew 18:3  Jesus said “except ye become as little children… 

 

Moreover your little ones, which ye said should be a prey, and your children, which in that day 

had no knowledge between good and evil, they shall go in thither, and unto them will I give it, 

and they shall possess it. 
Deuteronomy 1:39   

 

But now he is dead, wherefore should I fast? can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but 

he shall not return to me. 
2 Samuel 12:23   

 

And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall 

not enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
Matthew 18:3   
 

XII  Daniel 6:25-28  The King makes a decree and declaration 

 

Then king Darius wrote unto all people, nations, and languages, that dwell in all the earth; Peace 

be multiplied unto you. I make a decree, That in every dominion of my kingdom men tremble 

and fear before the God of Daniel: for he is the living God, and stedfast for ever, and his 

kingdom that which shall not be destroyed, and his dominion shall be even unto the end. He 

delivereth and rescueth, and he worketh signs and wonders in heaven and in earth, who hath 

delivered Daniel from the power of the lions. So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and 

in the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 
Daniel 6:25-28   

 

King Darius made a decree, that in all the Kingdom all were to fear, and reverence the God of 

Daniel ( the Jew)   He declares Daniel’s God to be the only true and living God , having a 

kingdom that shall never be destroyed. 

Then, after the great day of trouble , in which Daniel was preserved, and out of which he was 

delivered, Daniel continues to prosper during the reigns of Darius the Mede and Cyrus the 

Persian. 

The chapter concludes with the promotion of the Jew.  Another example of Proverbs 16:7 “When 

a man’s ways please the Lord, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him.” 
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