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1. Rehoboam was the son of an Israelite-Solomon. 

2 Rehoboam was the son of an Ammonite woman. 

3.Rehoboam began his reign facing a problem, so he seeks advise. 

 

4. REHOBOAM CALLS FOR THE OLD MEN TO ADVISE. 

 

1.   2 Chronicles 10:6-8  They gave him good advise.  

Be kind to your people. 

 

And king Rehoboam took counsel with the old men that had stood before Solomon his father 

while he yet lived, saying, What counsel give ye me to return answer to this people? And they 

spake unto him, saying, If thou be kind to this people, and please them, and speak good words to 

them, they will be thy servants for ever. But he forsook the counsel which the old men gave him, 

and took counsel with the young men that were brought up with him, that stood before him. 
2 Chronicles 10:6-8   
 

2.But Rehoboam had no respect for age and therefore no regard for history.  When I hear Young 

People making reference to their parents as "the old man" and "the old lady", I loose respect for 

the Y.P.  Ephesians. 6:1 Children obey your parents in the Lord for this is right.  No other reason 

is needed nor given.  "Honor thy father and thy mother".  Obedience is during childhood.  Honor 

continues throughout life.  One major reason for this honour:  Your parents will always be older 

than you are.  1 Timothy 5:1  Rebuke not an elder but entreat him as a father and the younger 

men as brethren.  Now if language means anything, this verse is not talking about a man who 

holds a position as a church elder; it is addressed to Timothy,(who by the way held the position 

of a church elder)-it is talking to Timothy in relationship to his conduct relative to younger men 

than himself, and to men, who were older in years than he.  And he was to respect his "elders" as 

he would his father, and he was not to rebuke an older man.  There are some young men, who 

when they become "elders", "pastors" or “leaders” or the moment they are given a position of 

authority, become lords over God's heritage.  1 Peter 5:3 instructs church leaders not to be that 

way.  They are to be leaders without being lords. 

But getting back to these youthful leaders.  In no way do they manifest their "lordhip" more than 

in their treatment and lack of respect for older, more mature and even wiser men.  I had a Jewish 

friend, who in my opinion was a true man of God and he was much my senior.  After some years 

and after he had stayed in our home, one day this aged man said to me: "Lorne, why don't you 

call me Walter?”  I said, "Brother Atkinson, I could no more call you "Walter" than I could feel 

right about calling my father "Arthur.”  Later in a public meeting Bro. Atkinson said, "I could 

not have honoured him more.”  I believe when we allow our children to call us by our first or 

given names, we are teaching them not to have respect.   
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It may be considered to be more modern and more up to date, but that does not make it right.  I 

may have told you: we were walking past a liquor store heresome children were selling candy 

bars. One young lad started to come toward us and I presume it was his brother who said, " Don't 

you know you aren't supposed to bother OLD people"?  We smiled at his observation and true 

identification, .but that boy had 

been taught something and we respected him for it.  For years in China, there was very little 

child-delinquency because of a long-taught, deeply rooted respect for the aged.  For obedience to 

and honour of parents and grandparents, builds character.  But today, most people do exactly 

what Rehoboam did.  They push older folks aside as unwanted, not needed excess baggage.  

They are considered to be no longer with it, outdated, out-modeled and behind the times.  

Rehoboam would not listen to the "aged men" simply because they were "old".  Today the 

newest is considered the truest.  The newest is the best.  Anything old is considered obsolete, 

including the parents.  Why is this so widespread?  In technology and science, new developments 

often reveal old theories no 

longer to be true.  New things that are made are superior to the old.  Look at the way cars, and 

planes have been improved!  But the problem is; this kind of thinking is being applied to the 

Bible, to Christianity and to morals.  And as a result-old folks are rejected and history is totally 

ignored.  Any one who rejects the value of history, should again read Daniel chapter 5.  It was 

the OLD MAN who could read the writing on the wall.  It was the OLD MAN who rebuked 

Belshazzer-you Belshazzer thou hast not humbled thyself tho thou knewest all this.  It is a sin  

We sin when we do not respect our elders.  And it is a sin when we ignore history.   

 

Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. 
Ephesians. 6:1 
 

Rebuke not an elder, but intreat him as a father; and the younger men as brethren; 
1 Timothy 5:1   

 
Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock. 
1 Peter 5:3 
 

V. REHOBOAM THEN CALLS FOR THE YOUNG MEN FOR ADVISE. 

2 Chronicles 10:8-11 cf. Ecclesiastes 10:16,17 

 
But he forsook the counsel which the old men gave him, and took counsel with the young men 

that were brought up with him, that stood before him. And he said unto them, What advice give 

ye that we may return answer to this people, which have spoken to me, saying, Ease somewhat 

the yoke that thy father did put upon us? And the young men that were brought up with him 

spake unto him, saying, Thus shalt thou answer the people that spake unto thee, saying, Thy 

father made our yoke heavy, but make thou it somewhat lighter for us; thus shalt thou say unto 

them, My little finger shall be thicker than my father's loins. For whereas my father put a heavy 

yoke upon you, I will put more to your yoke: my father chastised you with whips, but I will 

chastise you with scorpions. 
2 Chronicles 10:8-11 
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Woe to thee, O land, when thy king is a child, and thy princes eat in the morning! Blessed art 

thou, O land, when thy king is the son of nobles, and thy princes eat in due season, for strength, 

and not for drunkenness! 
Ecclesiastes 10:16,17 
 

Read  Eccl. 10:16,17. 

Then here is the N.A.S.  "Woe to you, O land, whose king is a lad and whose princes 

feast in the morning  Blessed are you, O land whose king is of nobility and whose princes 

eat at the appropriate time, for strength and not for drunkedness.”  .(Does it ever bother 

you when you see our Leaders doing business at drinking parties?)  The friends, the 

peers, the contemporaries of Rehoboam brought his ruin. 

Alex. McLaren writes: "The only sensible thing Rehoboam did was to take three days to think". 

2 Chronicles 10:5.” 

 

And he said unto them, Come again unto me after three days. And the people departed. 
2 Chronicles 10:5 
 

2 Chronicles 10:12  But his thinking didn't do him much good.  He had already made up his 

mind.  He listened to the advise but he wasn't going to take it.  His reply is found in 2 Chronicles 

10:12-14  he hearkened not. 

 

So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam on the third day, as the king bade, saying, 

Come again to me on the third day. 
2 Chronicles 10:12   
 

So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam on the third day, as the king bade, saying, 

Come again to me on the third day. And the king answered them roughly; and king Rehoboam 

forsook the counsel of the old men, And answered them after the advice of the young men, 

saying, My father made your yoke heavy, but I will add thereto: my father chastised you with 

whips, but I will chastise you with scorpions. 
2 Chronicles 10:12-14 
 

Again I quote McLaren  "Threats are always a mistake.  A sieve of oats, not a whip attracts a 

horse to a halter.”. 

Joseph Parker writes:  "Woe to the Nation whose young men talk so! What will the end be?  

What will be the consequences? Young people seldom think of consequences.  Rehoboam should 

have consulted the King MAKER. But he sought not for the wisdom from above. Kings should 

talk to the KING.” 

Judge Butler speaking to a 16 year old said, as he cautioned him not to be led astray by the 

persuasion of others, "if I had listened to the advise of some of those who calledthemselves my 

friends when I was young, instead of being a judge of the Kings Bench, I should have died long 

ago a prisoner at the kings Bench.” 

One of the privileges of old age is to guide the young.  
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I well remember dear Bro. A.H. Gillett saying to us younger men at a conference some forty 

years ago--"boys you are putting a lot of wheels on the old machine that one day, you will have 

to take off.”  It was advise unheeded but now understood.  To illustrate:  The more complicated 

governments become the more complicated they must become.  Nothing reveals that, more than 

the problems we have had created for ourselves by our "Bill of Rights.” We now  have aright to 

sue anybody and everybody, and life is no longer simple and relaxed.  And in matters of the 

church, we may one day be forced to return to the early simple life style of Christianity.  To 

further illustrate:  There are constantly new ways of serving food being presented to us.  But I 

confess, the more simple the meal, the more nourishment one seems to receive, You know, 

oatmeal for breakfast; plain oat meal!  Boiled or baked potatoes, no fancy stuff, good old carrots 

and peas and a little meat. And I have found when I eat that kind of old fashioned food I feel 

better!  

 

Now let me try apply that. 

Today, there are new ideas  for serving spiritual food.  Its all in the hands of experts.  An expert 

raises the money.  An expert does the counselling.  An expert teaches the children. An expert 

teaches the Young people.  A professional speaks from the pulpit.  And this applies: "His sermon 

had the usual heads and subdivisions fine,  The language was as delicate and graceful as a vine;  

It had a proper opening, “Twas polished as a whole.  It had but one supreme defect, it failed to 

reach a soul" H. Pickering 

 

All these experts are only trained by men.  And the danger is that we soon look for men with 

merely human qualifications rather than for men with God given abilities and spiritual 

qualifications.  All these are wheels that God will, or we will, have to remove! 

 

Bernard Joanette, a former R.C. Monk spoke to J.B.C. students on Feb.13,86  He told how a 

retarded girl with the mental capacity of an 8 yr-old, was the human channel used to bring him to 

the Lord. (You see the experts would have written her off). 

 

Rehoboam was brought up in luxury. 

And his cabinet of young men had been brought up with him.  The rich were brought up with the 

rich.  Being free from the necessity of hard work they had not learned the discipline of life.  The 

ruin of many a young man has been "too much money".  And no generation of Y.P. face that 

danger more than our present generation in this country.  "Too much money does not help the 

average person make the right choices in life.” 

J.T. Davidson wrote: 

"Nothing tells upon our life more distinctly than our early choice of companions.  Young people 

be slow to form your friendships. Have nothing to do with any one who jests at sacred things.  

Be certain you will get no good from one who wants to shake you out of what he calls your old-

fashioned principles.” 

 

Some people think that jesting is fun.  A few weeks ago we saw a bumper sticker which read: 

"I'm going to hell and proud of it.”  Watch those kind of people.  But to apply allthis.  Be careful 

about the advise of young friends.  Listening to his friends resulted in dividing Rehoboams 

kingdom.  And I feel that listening to wrong advise has resulted in many a new problem in our 

churches.  Rather than solving a problem, wrong advise merely earthly advise, can make the 

problem worse as it did in this story.    
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V1 . NOW WE LEARN THE PROBLEM IS OF THE LORD. 

2 Chronicles 10:15. 

cf. 2 Chronicles 11:4 

Judges 14:4 

 

So the king hearkened not unto the people: for the cause was of God, that the LORD might 

perform his word, which he spake by the hand of Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam the son of 

Nebat. 
2 Chronicles 10:15 
 

Thus saith the LORD, Ye shall not go up, nor fight against your brethren: return every man to his 

house: for this thing is done of me. And they obeyed the words of the LORD, and returned from 

going against Jeroboam. 
2 Chronicles 11:4 
 

Rehoboam made a foolish choice; and now we read,  "The cause was of God.”   

Proverbs 16:33  “The lot is cast into the lap but the whole disposing thereof is of the Lord.”  The 

Living Bible ,"We toss the coin, but it is the Lord who controls the decision". 

 

The lot is cast into the lap; but the whole disposing thereof is of the LORD. 
Proverbs 16:33   
 

Joseph Parker, helped me here: 

" Rehoboam had not taken into account, but the Lord took the matter into His own hand. The 

Lord sent a strong delusion upon the man that he might believe a lie.”(end) 

2 Timothy 4:4 states that those who turn away their ears from the truth will  be TURNED to 

fables.  Proverbs 28:9 is very sobering:  " He that turneth his ear from hearing the law (we apply 

that to the Bible) even his prayers shall be an abomination.”  I do not understand all this fully  

But Psalm 76:10 says:  “The wrath of man shall praise thee, the remainder of wrath thou wilt 

restrain.”  The cause was of God.  Joseph was sent to Egypt, .the cause was of God.  Jesus was 

not merely crucified by men,  He was the lamb slain from the foundation of the earth.-the cause 

was of God.  All we can say about these verses pertaining to Rehoboam is that:  WE LEARN: 

some of our foolish mistakes God has used for His purposes and thus for His glory.  Rehoboam 

did what he did and by so doing the Word of the Lord was fulfilled, even tho' the man was held 

responsible for his choice.   

 

And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 
2 Timothy 4:4 
 

He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomination. 
Proverbs 28:9 
 

Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee: the remainder of wrath shalt thou restrain. 
Psalm 76:10 
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V11. AND NOW REHOBOAM HAS TO PREPARE FOR CIVIL WAR. 

2 Chronicles 10:18 

2 Chronicles. 11:1-4 

 

Then king Rehoboam sent Hadoram that was over the tribute; and the children of Israel stoned 

him with stones, that he died. But king Rehoboam made speed to get him up to his chariot, to 

flee to Jerusalem. 
2 Chronicles 10:18 
 

And when Rehoboam was come to Jerusalem, he gathered of the house of Judah and Benjamin 

an hundred and fourscore thousand chosen men, which were warriors, to fight against Israel, that 

he might bring the kingdom again to Rehoboam. But the word of the LORD came to Shemaiah 

the man of God, saying, Speak unto Rehoboam the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and to all 

Israel in Judah and Benjamin, saying, Thus saith the LORD, Ye shall not go up, nor fight against 

your brethren: return every man to his house: for this thing is done of me. And they obeyed the 

words of the LORD, and returned from going against Jeroboam. 
2 Chronicles 11:1-4 
 

I do not fully understand the ways of God.  But I know that His ways are always right.  I have no 

right to question God.  Can the thing formed say to him that formed it, WHY has thou formed 

me thus? Rom. 9:20 

Rehoboam had enemies and he was preparing to slay them.  God sent a prophet who said "ye 

shall not go up and fight against your brethren"  Now there are those who believe that that 

command was given because the 10 tribes were Israelites-brethren.  But I think we have over-

looked 2 Chronicles 11:1  Rehoboams motive was that HE would bring back the 10 tribes into 

his kingdom.  But God said, "NO" leave that to me.  Did you ever feel that you would like to slay 

the Devil?  Surely you have!  I'd like to put him out of business.  And many preachers pray that 

way and preach that way!  But think a moment. 

Couldn't God have done that long ago?  But he didn’t, so be careful here. 

 
Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to him that 

formed it, Why hast thou made me thus? 
Rom. 9:20 
 

And when Rehoboam was come to Jerusalem, he gathered of the house of Judah and Benjamin 

an hundred and fourscore thousand chosen men, which were warriors, to fight against Israel, that 

he might bring the kingdom again to Rehoboam. 
2 Chronicles 11:1   
 

Wouldn't we like to slay our enemies? 

Read. Luke 9:51-55  Did you ever feel like that? But what a rebuke. James, beloved John, 

you do not know what spirit you are of! 
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And it came to pass, when the time was come that he should be received up, he stedfastly set his 

face to go to Jerusalem, And sent messengers before his face: and they went, and entered into a 

village of the Samaritans, to make ready for him. And they did not receive him, because his face 

was as though he would go to Jerusalem. And when his disciples James and John saw this, they 

said, Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to come down from heaven, and consume them, even 

as Elias did? But he turned, and rebuked them, and said, Ye know not what manner of spirit ye 

are of. 
Luke 9:51-55   

 

In the parable of the wheat and Tares, the master said, "let both grow together until the harvest"  

That is God's way and often it is contrary to our way.  So we want to go to war and root out the 

tares, the evil workers, the false preachers.  .And in doing so we seem to forget  Hebrews 10:30 

Vengeance belongeth unto me. I will recompence saith the Lord (not we) and the Lord shall 

judge His people. 

I tell you 1 Corinthians 16:22 sobers my heart.  The coming of the Lord is a blessed thing, .that is 

one side,  but it will also be a severe event.   

 
If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maranatha. 
1 Corinthians 16:22 
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