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The great lesson which we want to illustrate from the stories of the Kings is that godly living is 

heart business.   

 

1 Samuel 16: 7, Man looks on the outside because that is all he can see.  Learn that no man can 

see into the human heart.  In all men there are the hidden chambers of the heart.  But nothing is 

hidden from the eyes of Him with whom we have to do. “Thou God seeth me.”  Both the 

external me, and the hidden me.  And God often reveals in His Word ,that He does not like what 

He sees. 

 

But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; 

because I have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the 

outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart. 
1 Samuel 16: 7 
  

Oh, how it troubled me, and yet held me, and often withheld me from evil, when as a child I 

would remember the words of a hymn; “You cannot hide from God, tho mountains cover you. 

His eye your secret thoughts behold...You cannot hide from God.”  Man is as if he were all 

“outside”, everything is visible to God.  The story of the kings will reveal the actions, but far 

more, and greater, the hearts of men 

 

Proverbs 4:23  C.H. Spurgeon wrote; “ When our hearts are right with God everything is right”. 

 
Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life. 
Proverbs 4:23   

 

Psalm 34:18  “The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart.”  The Living Bible 

Translation, “ The Lord is close to those whose hearts are breaking. He rescues those who are 

humbly sorry for their sins.”  When sin troubles our hearts, when sin breaks our hearts, then 

there is deep conviction of sin and that is when the Lord comes near to us. “Self-esteem” drives 

Him from us, but being consciousness of our sin within us, draws Him closer to us.  

 

The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit. 
Psalm 34:18   

 

Page 1 of 6 



 

  

Psalm 78: 36,37  Unless our hearts are right with God, all that we say and all that we do is but an 

abomination to Him.  “Is thine heart right with God?  Perhaps no personal question is of greater 

importance.  When our hearts are not right with Him, our actions are only lies to Him! 

 

Nevertheless they did flatter him with their mouth, and they lied unto him with their tongues. For 

their heart was not right with him, neither were they stedfast in his covenant. 
Psalm 78: 36,37 

 

Matthew 12:34-35 What is really in the heart, will, sooner or later, come forth from the lips of 

men. 

 

O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out of the abundance of 

the heart the mouth speaketh. A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth 

good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things. 
Matthew 12:34-35 

 

 

Matthew 15:18-20  If men did not have evil hearts, they would not commit evil deeds.  It is not 

the deed that makes a man a murderer. It is not the deed that makes a man a fornicator or an 

adulterer.  He is not an adulterer because he commits adultery, but rather, he commits adultery 

because in his heart, he is already an adulterer!  Only the grace of God can teach us the 

degradation of our own hearts.  And anyone who talks about “self-esteem” as the expression is 

being used today, has never seen the degradation of his own heart, nor does he know anything 

about the gospel. 

 

But those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart; and they defile the 

man. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false 

witness, blasphemies: These are the things which defile a man: but to eat with unwashen hands 

defileth not a man. 
Matthew 15:18-20   
  

 All our hearts are evil.  Psalm 33:15 says, “he fashioneth their hearts alike.”  Men had evil hearts 

under the law.  And today, men have evil hearts under grace.  The gospel is good news for bad 

people, and there are no other kind of people!  The gospel is to everyone, for all have sinned and 

all are in the same pit of iniquity.  Sinners! Sinners! Jesus will receive, sound this word of grace 

to all.  

  

Acts 5:3 Here is the story of Ananias and Sapphira.  We believe they were saved people.  So this 

verse becomes a warning to us.  Satan can put lies into our hearts too, as he did to them.  That is 

why we are told to “ not give place to the Devil.”(Ephesians 4:27). 

Only as we submit to God are we able to resist the Devil. (James 4:7) 

 

But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep 

back part of the price of the land? 
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Neither give place to the devil. 
Ephesians 4:27 

 

Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 
James 4:7 

 

Acts 11:23  Barnabas “exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the 

Lord.”  Grace teaches us, as it taught Daniel, to purpose in our hearts.(Daniel 1:8)  The outward 

working in our lives is always the result of the inward working in our hearts.  Philippians 2:12 . 

Again, Ephesians 2:10,  Philippians 3:12 

 

I purpose in my heart to lay hold of that for which God has called me.  Heart business! 

 

Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them all, that with 

purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord. 
Acts 11:23   
 

But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king's 

meat, nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that 

he might not defile himself. 

Daniel 1:8 
 

Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much 

more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 

Philippians 2:12 

 
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 

ordained that we should walk in them. 
Ephesians 2:10 
 

Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may 

apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. 

Philippians 3:12 
 

Romans 10:9,10  That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 

thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.  Oh, how important these 

words are!  “Believe in thine heart”.  For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness.”  Not 

merely with the head, but with the heart.  There is a difference.  Head belief only , that does not 

touch the heart, is the belief of Demons.  They believe and tremble.  But when one once believes 

in his heart, then his understanding, his head, is also touched by the Unseen hand.  Sin began in 

the heart of Adam and Eve, and perhaps this is one reason, salvation by faith begins in the heart.  

But from start to finish, salvation and Christianity are heart business. 
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That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God 

hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto 

righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 

Romans 10:9,10   

 

Romans 6:17  “But God be thanked—that ye obeyed from the heart.” 

Obedience that is external will never please or satisfy God.  Inward obedience must come  

before outward obedience is of any value.  

 

But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that 

form of doctrine which was delivered you. 
Romans 6:17   
  

Ephesians 6:6  “Doing the will of God from the heart.”  If the Christian life begins in the heart, 

the continuation of that life is also in the heart.  And remember, we are not talking about the 

heart that pumps the blood.  We are talking about that inner self, that inner man. For it is from 

within we do the will of God.  

 

Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the 

heart; 
Ephesians 6:6   
 

Hebrews 10:22  “Let us draw nigh with a true heart...”  Only when our hearts have submitted 

and are submitted to Christ, do we have a true heart.  Otherwise we will have a divided heart and 

a double mind. (James 1:8). 

 

Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an 

evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. 

Hebrews 10:22 
 

A double minded man is unstable in all his ways. 
James 1:8 

   

Hebrews 13: 9 “...for it is a good thing that the heart be established with grace..” 

Unless our hearts are firm in grace, we will be carried about with divers and strange doctrines.  

The grace of God touches our hearts.  The grace of God teaches our hearts. The grace of God 

establishes our hearts and makes them more and more like Jesus Christ., who “is the same 

yesterday, today and tomorrow”.  Oh to be as stable as He is! But that only comes with a heart 

that is established in grace.   

 

Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be 

established with grace; not with meats, which have not profited them that have been occupied 

therein. 
Hebrews 13: 9 
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Hebrews 4:12 “The word of God is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart”. 

God, through His Word, if we let it, will keep revealing the sinfulness of our own hearts. And 

thus will make us cry out with the Psalmist, “renew a right spirit within me”. 

 

For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even 

to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 

thoughts and intents of the heart. 
Hebrews 4:12 
 

Acts 13:22  David is described as “ a man after God’s heart”  .And why is this?  David’s desire 

was to fulfill the will of God in his life.  That is having a heart that pleases God.  He served his 

generation by the will of God. 

 

And when he had removed him, he raised up unto them David to be their king; to whom also he 

gave testimony, and said, I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, 

which shall fulfil all my will. 
Acts 13:22   
 

2 Chronicles 12:14 Rehoboam did evil “because he prepared not his heart to seek the Lord.”.  

That is the key to his failure, and it is written for our learning. 

 

And he did evil, because he prepared not his heart to seek the LORD. 
2 Chronicles 12:14 
 

Deuteronomy 13:1-4.  So often we ask, “Why does God allow false prophets and false teachers 

among His people?  God gives us the answer in verses 3and 4 of this passage.  God proveth you 

to know whether ye love the Lord your God with all you heart.  In other words, He allows the 

false to test, to try, to prove to us what is really in our hearts. 

 

If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a sign or a wonder, 

And the sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof he spake unto thee, saying, Let us go after 

other gods, which thou hast not known, and let us serve them; Thou shalt not hearken unto the 

words of that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams: for the LORD your God proveth you, to know 

whether ye love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. Ye shall walk 

after the LORD your God, and fear him, and keep his commandments, and obey his voice, and 

ye shall serve him, and cleave unto him. 

Deuteronomy 13:1-4   
 

Someone confronted Martin Luther upon the Reformers re-discovering of the Biblical doctrine of 

justification, with the remarks, “ If this is true, a person could simple live as he pleased”. 

“Indeed” answered Luther.  “now, what pleases you?  In like manner God uses false prophets to 

reveal to us the real condition of our hearts toward Him. 
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Colossians 3:23  Are you doing what you do from your heart just to please the Lord?  Or are you 

doing what you do just to please men?  When you seek to please men, you cease being a servant 

of Christ. (Galatians.1:10).  

 
And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; 
Colossians 3:23   
  

For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I 

should not be the servant of Christ. 
Galatians.1:10 
 

1 Corinthians 4:5  At the judgment seat God ,will make manifest the counsels of the hearts.”  

What a day of surprises!  God will pull back the curtain and reveal fully what the condition of 

our heart has been since  the day of our salvation.  And only that which has been from our hearts 

as unto the Lord, will receive a reward.  There are many more Scriptures on this subject, but 

from these we have used one can conclude that living for God from the beginning to the end, is 

heart business. 
 

Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the 

hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then shall 

every man have praise of God. 
1 Corinthians 4:5   
 

As we shall discover, many of the kings started well but ended poorly. What a sad record.  These 

lessons make me cry out , “keep me true Lord Jesus, keep me true.” I have long since learned 

and proven to myself that I cannot keep myself.  But I have committed unto Him, not only the 

keeping of my soul ( 1 Peter 4:19) but the keeping of the ministry which He has committed to 

my trust (see 1 Timothy 1:11; 2 Timothy 2:12).  

 
Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their souls to 

him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator. 

1 Peter 4:19 

 

According to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which was committed to my trust. 
1 Timothy 1:11 
 

If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us: 
2 Timothy 2:12 
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