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Review 

1  Asa led the first revival in Judah. 

11  Asa had a good beginning. 

111  In his 11th year, he had conflict and victory. 

1V  It was then that the Inspired Prophet appeared.  

In the hour of victory, the man of God came with a message from God that was used by God to 

stir-up the heart of Asa...to respond and do constructive things in his kingdom. 

So we read in 2 Chronicles 15:8...Asa took courage and put away some idols. 

Now we continue. 

 

And when Asa heard these words, and the prophecy of Oded the prophet, he took courage, and 

put away the abominable idols out of all the land of Judah and Benjamin, and out of the cities 

which he had taken from mount Ephraim, and renewed the altar of the LORD, that was before the 

porch of the LORD. 
2 Chronicles 15:8 
 

2 CHRONICLES 15:8-19.  ASA'S RESPONSE TO THE MESSAGE. 

1.  Verse 8  As we have noted ,he took courage and put away idols  

2. Verses 9-11  He gathered the people.  They gave a great offering.  Note verse 10, the 15th 

year.  We cannot over-look the gift of 700 oxen and 7000 sheep.  Seven is the number of 

completion or perfection in Scripture.  First of all:  It seems to me, the Lord is telling us that He 

was pleased with this offering.  Secondly:  The recording of the exact number of oxen and sheep 

indicates a planned offering.  A deliberate gift.  A deliberate choice.  There had been a reckoning 

of the spoil and a systematic gift.  We know from what follows they gave with great joy. 

 

Verse 8 And when Asa heard these words, and the prophecy of Oded the prophet, he took 

courage, and put away the abominable idols out of all the land of Judah and Benjamin, and out of 

the cities which he had taken from mount Ephraim, and renewed the altar of the LORD, that was 

before the porch of the LORD. Verse 9 And he gathered all Judah and Benjamin, and the strangers 

with them out of Ephraim and Manasseh, and out of Simeon: for they fell to him out of Israel in 

abundance, when they saw that the LORD his God was with him. Verse 10 So they gathered 

themselves together at Jerusalem in the third month, in the fifteenth year of the reign of Asa. 

Verse 11 And they offered unto the LORD the same time, of the spoil which they had brought, 

seven hundred oxen and seven thousand sheep. Verse 12 And they entered into a covenant to seek 

the LORD God of their fathers with all their heart and with all their soul; Verse 13 That whosoever 

would not seek the LORD God of Israel should be put to death, whether small or great, whether 

man or woman.  
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Verse 14 And they sware unto the LORD with a loud voice, and with shouting, and with trumpets, 

and with cornets. Verse 15 And all Judah rejoiced at the oath: for they had sworn with all their 

heart, and sought him with their whole desire; and he was found of them: and the LORD gave 

them rest round about.. Verse 16 And also concerning Maachah the mother of Asa the king, he 

removed her from being queen, because she had made an idol in a grove: and Asa cut down her 

idol, and stamped it, and burnt it at the brook Kidron. Verse 17 But the high places were not taken 

away out of Israel: nevertheless the heart of Asa was perfect all his days. Verse 18 And he brought 

into the house of God the things that his father had dedicated, and that he himself had dedicated, 

silver, and gold, and vessels. Verse 19 And there was no more war unto the five and thirtieth year 

of the reign of Asa. 
2 Chronicles 15:8-19 

 

2 Corinthians 8:1-2  Speaks of the Macedonians who in deep poverty, because of their great joy, 

they abounded in liberality.  1 Corinthians 16:1 is very positive; giving is to be systematic; it is 

to be planned and it is to be proportional.  All of these things are seen in the story of Asa.  Above 

all, it was an act of thanksgiving to God for their great victory. 

 

Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of 

Macedonia; How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep 

poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality. 
2 Corinthians 8:1-2   

Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, 

even so do ye. 
1 Corinthians 16:1 
 

3.  2 Chronicles 15:12-13  They then made a severe covenant.  It was the spiritual revival that 

prompted this severe covenant, and you must agree it was severe.  Serve God or die! (It 

reminded me of my mother's prayers over all of her children.)  First of all I would remind you, 

that things are done during revival-times that cannot be done at other times. And as I see it, 

extremes often go along with genuine revival.  Individuals with great enthusiasm, with great 

faith, remove mountains, but also leave holes that take 20 years to 

fill-up! 

When revival is on, it is easy to go to the altar.  And it is easy to promise what you will do for the 

Lord.  Its very easy to make a covenant in a prayer meeting.  It’s very easy to make a 

commitment at a revival meeting.  But remember, it is better not to vow, than to vow and not 

pay.  When you make your pledge, when you make a promise, make one that you, by the help of 

God can keep. 

Here in our text, is an example of a covenant made that was not kept because it could not be  

kept.  In many ways we are all like Peter, people given to extremes.  "You'll never wash my 

feet"; "wash me all over.” 
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And they entered into a covenant to seek the LORD God of their fathers with all their heart and 

with all their soul; That whosoever would not seek the LORD God of Israel should be put to 

death, whether small or great, whether man or woman. 
2 Chronicles 15:12-13   

4.  2 Chronicles 15:14-15  Here are the good results.  They had put away idols.  They had a great 

day of victory.  They had made a new commitment.  Now verse 14, there are loud voices.  There 

is shouting.  There are sounds of trumpets and cornets.  It sounds like a Pentecostal meeting out 

of control...BUT they were earnest!  Be careful how we respond. 

Verse 14 And they sware unto the LORD with a loud voice, and with shouting, and with trumpets, 

and with cornets. Verse 15 And all Judah rejoiced at the oath: for they had sworn with all their 

heart, and sought him with their whole desire; and he was found of them: and the LORD gave 

them rest round about. 
2 Chronicles 15:14-15   

Parker writes: 

"This is genuine religious excitement.  Take care how we under-value revivals, excitements, 

various ranges and qualities of spiritual enthusiasm.  Such enthusiasm would be distasteful to us 

if our poor souls were not in the same key.  When we are out of tune, such excitement becomes a 

rebuke, a judgment, a chastisement, we would close our ears, and run away from it, and call it 

sensational, unhealthy, undesirable, and thus tell falsehoods to our own souls.  Let us be assured 

if there is a danger on the side of excitement (and there is always the danger of fanaticism) there 

is a deadlier danger on the side of indifference.” 

 

“Men talk about religious quietness, peacefulness, restfulness, but let us be careful that we are 

not abusing terms.  Do not mistake death for peace.  Who would obliterate red-letter days for the 

Church?  What a cavity would be left if we took Pentecost out of the New Testament.  Every 

soul should have its Pentecostal day.  A personal Pentecost, will if only for a moment, remind us 

that we were real Christians.”(McLaren) 

 

Back to 2 Chron.15:15. 

They rejoiced because they sought the Lord with their whole desire.  And he was found of them. 

 

And all Judah rejoiced at the oath: for they had sworn with all their heart, and sought him with 

their whole desire; and he was found of them: and the LORD gave them rest round about. 
2 Chronicles 15:15 
 

McLaren: 

"The highest blessing is to find God.  The next highest blessing is to seek God.”  If we mean 

business with God, He will mean business with us.  "He was found of them.”        Here there are 

two seekers.  God the father seeketh such to worship Him.  John 4:23 
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But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit 

and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 
John 4:23 

 

People sought God. "Is there anything else in the world of which it can be always said, "seek and 

ye shall find? 

 

Paul writes in Colossians 3:1  If ye then be risen with Christ, SEEK those things which are 

above.”  Jesus said in Matthew 6:33  SEEK ye first the kingdom of God.  The Prophet wrote. 

SEEK ye the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near. 

 

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the 

right hand of God. 
Colossians 3:1   
 

But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added 

unto you. 
Matthew 6:33   
 

However the greater mass of Christian believers seem to be half-hearted.  We have left our first 

love.  There are very few who like Caleb, wholly follow the Lord.  Writes McLaren:  "The 

greatest detachment is to be attached. When God comes in, Dagon falls to the ground.  The 

Thessalonians turned to God from idols.  And as a result, they startedto truly serve God.  And the 

result of true service ,they were waiting for God's son from heaven. 1 Thessalonians 1:9,10. 

For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned 

to God from idols to serve the living and true God; And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom 

he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come. 
1 Thessalonians 1:9,10 

I am convinced, at this hour, if I am truly serving God, as I should be, one theme, one fact would 

be becoming more real, every day, and every hour.  And that fact---Jesus Christ is Coming Back!  

Service that makes me ignore or reduce the thrill of His Coming has  somehow missed the mark. 

 

Then we read in 2 Chronicles chapter 15,  "The Lord gave them rest round about (on every side) 

Jesus said in John 16:33  In this world ye shall have tribulation, but in me peace, that is, rest.  

Bring your life into harmony with God and you will find rest for your soul.  Matthew 11:28-29 

 

These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have 

tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. 
John 16:33   

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 

upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your 

souls. 
Matthew 11:28-29 
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5. 2 Chronicles 15:16  Then Asa dealt with his mother.  When the revival came and Asa found 

God in a living, vital reality, as we have observed, he then put away idols.  As Paul says in 1 

Thessalonians 1:9 they turned TO God from idols.  In 1 Kings 15:12, we read,  "Asa took away 

the sodomites.”  N.A.V. "He put away the male prostitutes.”  Remember this, idolatry and 

immorality have always gone together!  1 Kings 15:13, "And also Maachah his mother, (most 

agree it was his grandmother) even her, he removed from being Queen BECAUSE she had made 

an idol in a grove.”  N.A.V ,"She made a horrible idol, but Asa destroyed her idol and burnt it by 

the brook Kidron.”  It would seem that this was a public act.  All knew what he had done. 

 

And also concerning Maachah the mother of Asa the king, he removed her from being queen, 

because she had made an idol in a grove: and Asa cut down her idol, and stamped it, and burnt it 

at the brook Kidron. 
2 Chronicles 15:16   
 

For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned 

to God from idols to serve the living and true God; 
1 Thessalonians 1:9 
 

And he took away the sodomites out of the land, and removed all the idols that his fathers had 

made. 
1 Kings 15:12 

 
And also Maachah his mother, even her he removed from being queen, because she had made an 

idol in a grove; and Asa destroyed her idol, and burnt it by the brook Kidron. 
1 Kings 15:13 
 

Now go back to 2 Chronicles 15:16. 

 

And also concerning Maachah the mother of Asa the king, he removed her from being queen, 

because she had made an idol in a grove: and Asa cut down her idol, and stamped it, and burnt it 

at the brook Kidron. 
2 Chronicles 15:16 
 

Asa was impartial.  If he goes out to destroy the idols in his kingdom, he must do so in his own 

household.  Many fail here.  "They are great performers in public, but their own 

houses need to be cleansed" (McLaren)  "His mother must leave her throne.  What is good for the 

public, is good for the individual.” 

 

Are there not great lessons here?  First:  There are Churches today that knowingly, allow bad 

men to have places of authority because of family connections or worse still, because 

these persons hold high positions in the world, or worse still because they have money. There are 

men who hold office in Churches, ungodly men, who should be removed and that, publicly.  1 

Timothy 3:1-3  spells out the details, the qualifications of elders and deacons.   
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This is a true saying, if a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work. A bishop 

then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to 

hospitality, apt to teach; Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not 

a brawler, not covetous; 
1 Timothy 3:1-3 

1 Timothy 5:19-20 : "Against an elder (Don't miss that word) receive not an accusation but 

before two or three witnesses.  Now verse 20 "Them (elders) that sin rebuke before all that others 

may fear".  That verse is still talking about elders, about leadership.  When someone in 

leadership sins, rebuke openly.  That is what Asa did.  He publicly removed his grandmother 

from her position as Queen. 

Verse 19 Against an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three witnesses.  

Verse 20 Them that sin rebuke before all, that others also may fear. 
1 Timothy 5:19-20 

That took real strength and courage.  It is not easy to rise-up against your flesh and blood; 

against members of one's own family!  But there are times when such must be done.  And when 

it is not done we all suffer. 

 

6. 2 Chronicles 15:17-18  Asa's heart was right.  He honoured his father.  Asa failed to put-away 

the "high places" out of Israel.  The places of abominable worship.  In the studyof these Kings, 

we are constantly reminded that they were but men, they failed somewhere.  And in that, we see 

ourselves.  In Isaiah 65:5  Isaiah writes about people who said: "Stand by thyself, come not near 

me, FOR I am holier than thou.”  In Luke 18:11, Jesus told of the Pharisee who prayed with 

himself.  God I thank thee, that I am not as other men, I fast, I give, I pray...”  But when these 

and we have such an attitude, we reveal that we have forgotten our own failures. 

But the high places were not taken away out of Israel: nevertheless the heart of Asa was perfect 

all his days. And he brought into the house of God the things that his father had dedicated, and 

that he himself had dedicated, silver, and gold, and vessels. 
2 Chronicles 15:17-18   

Which say, Stand by thyself, come not near to me; for I am holier than thou. These are a smoke 

in my nose, a fire that burneth all the day. 
Isaiah 65:5   
 

The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men 

are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. 
Luke 18:11 
 

However, Asa's heart was right.  In verse 18-because his heart was right he remembered the 

things his father had dedicated.  There is something here for our learning.  Asa showed 

appreciation for what his father had done.  I liked what Armien Hildebrandt said, Sunday April 

6:  “In Africa there is great appreciation for those who are older and mature.”  I am keenly aware 

that, especially since the 60's, there has been an increased rebellion in the world against "the 

establishment.”   
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Young people went out to destroy, with no plans as to what to do to replace that which they 

destroyed.  And I am sorry that the spirit of the age has invaded the Church.  It makes me sad, 

but it does not unduly upset me, because Paul warned us to expect such.  2 Timothy 3:2  . 

"Disobedient to parents.”  J.B. Phillips , "without any regard for what their parents taught them.” 

 

For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient 

to parents, unthankful, unholy, 
2 Timothy 3:2   
 

But back to our story.  When Asa was revived spiritually, he remembered the good things his 

father had done.  The "father's generation" is often written off today.  Considered to be out-of-

step with the times.  With nothing more to offer.  It came to my ears, that a young man in our 

fellowship said; "He with others is waiting to push us old fellows out of the way, so they can 

take over.”  They are waiting like vultures to feed on our carcases!  But I predict that young man 

will fade away, and be on the shelf before some of us older men.  Paul said in Philippians 

1:22.23  He had a desire to depart and be with Christ, but to abide in the flesh was more needful.  

Perhaps we older men are still needful.  I would like to bring back some things my older 

generation taught me.  Bro. Storie:  had the Lord's table every Sunday morning.  Other, lesser 

things were set aside for it.  Perhaps that needs to be brought back into the house of God today. 

But if I live in the flesh, this is the fruit of my labour: yet what I shall choose I wot not. For I am 

in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better: 
Philippians 1:22.23   

Bro. M.V. Brown:  And by the way, I was encouraged to say what I am about to say by the 

words of the pastor a few weeks ago.  Remember when pastor said:  "I like to sing happy songs, I 

don't like sad song ?  Well Bro. Brown, hallelujah Brown, was not a critical man, but I heard him 

say: "when I was in the world I was in the minor key.  When the Lord saved me I moved into the 

major key.  And he encouraged us to sing songs and hymns in the major key, keep away from the 

minor.  Perhaps we should bring that back into the house of God. 

 

I always enjoy hearing C.M. Ward say: " And now, lets everybody sing.”  Some of our modern 

songs, everybody just can't sing! 

 

H.J McVety: 

I remeber him saying to the choir leader:  "Don't sing that hymn,  It isn't scriptural.  And he 

taught me to be careful about the words I sing.  Perhaps we need to bring that back. We are often 

teaching wrong theology by our hymnology. 

I could go on' Bro. Smith, Brother McNicol. Bro. Gillett, Brothers Hollands, my Dad, my 

mother.  But what I am saying is this.  What our fathers dedicated was not all wrong.  It is not all 

outdated.  And we ignore them to our own destruction. 

 

Asa dedicated a few things himself, but only after he had brought again the good things his father 

had dedicated. 

7. 2 Chronicles 15:19  (Now) he had peace until his 35th year. (20 years) 
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And there was no more war unto the five and thirtieth year of the reign of Asa. 
2 Chronicles 15:19   
 

V1. 2 CHRONICLES 16:1  THEN HE HAS ANOTHER TEST. 

1. The King of Israel rises against him.  And there is a "little" battle.  As strange as it may seem, 

we may be stronger when we face the BIG battles in life than when we face the LITTLE battles.  

The Reason is this:  If the Ethiopians came with a million men, we know we have no might 

against them, so we call on the Lord for help but in the little battles we are tempted to trust in 

ourselves, our plans, our strength, and then we fail. 

 

In the six and thirtieth year of the reign of Asa Baasha king of Israel came up against Judah, and 

built Ramah, to the intent that he might let none go out or come in to Asa king of Judah. 
2 Chronicles 16:1 
 

A good illustration is found in Joshua Chapters 6 and 7. At Jericho there was victory, they had 

looked to the Lord for help.  At Ai, it was but a little place.  And Israel, feeling strong  after the 

victory at Jericho, went in their own strength and lost the battle. 

 

It will always be so.  Against the small tribes of Israel, Asa made the biggest mistake of his life.   
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