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1 KINGS 15:9-24 

 

Verse 9 And in the twentieth year of Jeroboam king of Israel reigned Asa over Judah.  

Verse 10 And forty and one years reigned he in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Maachah, 

the daughter of Abishalom. Verse 11 And Asa did that which was right in the eyes of the LORD, as 

did David his father. Verse 12 And he took away the sodomites out of the land, and removed all 

the idols that his fathers had made. Verse 13 And also Maachah his mother, even her he removed 

from being queen, because she had made an idol in a grove; and Asa destroyed her idol, and 

burnt it by the brook Kidron. Verse 14 But the high places were not removed: nevertheless Asa's 

heart was perfect with the LORD all his days. Verse 15 And he brought in the things which his 

father had dedicated, and the things which himself had dedicated, into the house of the LORD, 

silver, and gold, and vessels. Verse 16 And there was war between Asa and Baasha king of Israel 

all their days. Verse 17 And Baasha king of Israel went up against Judah, and built Ramah, that he 

might not suffer any to go out or come in to Asa king of Judah. Verse 18 Then Asa took all the 

silver and the gold that were left in the treasures of the house of the LORD, and the treasures of 

the king's house, and delivered them into the hand of his servants: and king Asa sent them to 

Benhadad, the son of Tabrimon, the son of Hezion, king of Syria, that dwelt at Damascus, 

saying, Verse 19 There is a league between me and thee, and between my father and thy father: 

behold, I have sent unto thee a present of silver and gold; come and break thy league with 

Baasha king of Israel, that he may depart from me. Verse 20 So Benhadad hearkened unto king 

Asa, and sent the captains of the hosts which he had against the cities of Israel, and smote Ijon,  

and Dan, and Abelbethmaachah, and all Cinneroth, with all the land of Naphtali. Verse 21 And it 

came to pass, when Baasha heard thereof, that he left off building of Ramah, and dwelt in Tirzah. 

Verse 22 Then king Asa made a proclamation throughout all Judah; none was exempted: and they 

took away the stones of Ramah, and the timber thereof, wherewith Baasha had builded; and king 

Asa built with them Geba of Benjamin, and Mizpah. Verse 23 The rest of all the acts of Asa, and 

all his might, and all that he did, and the cities which he built, are they not written in the book of 

the chronicles of the kings of Judah? Nevertheless in the time of his old age he was diseased in 

his feet. Verse 24 And Asa slept with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the city of 

David his father: and Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his stead. 

1 Kings 15:9-24 

Today we purpose to conclude our lessons from the life of Asa.  In 1 Kings 15:10, we are told 

that Asa reigned for 41 years.  A brief account of his life is found in 1 Kings 15 and 16.  1 Kings 

15:28  was the 3rd year of his reign.  1 Kings 16:8  the 26th year of his reign. 
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And forty and one years reigned he in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Maachah, the 

daughter of Abishalom. 
1 Kings 15:10 

 

Even in the third year of Asa king of Judah did Baasha slay him, and reigned in his stead. 
1 Kings 15:28 

 

In the twenty and sixth year of Asa king of Judah began Elah the son of Baasha to reign over 

Israel in Tirzah, two years. 
1 Kings 16:8   
 

1 Kings 16:23  it was in the 31st year of Asa's reign, Omri began to reign in Israel. cf. verse 25.  

1 Kings 16:29  In the 38th year of Asa, Ahab began to reign in Israel.     note 1 Kings 16:31.  We 

shall be reading about Ahab's wife, Jezebel in later lessons.  The interesting fact is that during the 

last years of the life of Asa, Elijah was the mighty prophet in the Northern Kingdom of Israel.   

 

In the thirty and first year of Asa king of Judah began Omri to reign over Israel, twelve years: six 

years reigned he in Tirzah. 
1 Kings 16:23   

 

And in the thirty and eighth year of Asa king of Judah began Ahab the son of Omri to reign over 

Israel: and Ahab the son of Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria twenty and two years. 
1 Kings 16:29   
 

And it came to pass, as if it had been a light thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son 

of Nebat, that he took to wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Zidonians, and went 

and served Baal, and worshipped him. 
1 Kings 16:31 
 

V1.  2 Chronicles 16:1  ASA FACES ANOTHER TEST. 

 

Verse 1 In the six and thirtieth year of the reign of Asa Baasha king of Israel came up against 

Judah, and built Ramah, to the intent that he might let none go out or come in to Asa king of 

Judah. 
2 Chronicles 16:1   
 

1. verse 1  The king of Israel rises up against Asa.  And as we stated, he was not as  mighty 

as the Ethiopians, this was but a "little battle.”  We must begin with a brief review. 

2. As we learned last time, Asa's grandmother was an idol worshiper.  Asa's father was not 

much better.  So Asa in his youth, was not trained to do right.  However, we are told in  2 

Chronicles 15:17 that Asa's heart was right all his days.  Says Spurgeon:  "When the 

heart, the intention , the master-affection is right the man 

is reckoned a good man before the Lord, not withstanding that there may be a thousand things 

which are not commendable.  I find that the holiest of men in Scripture had their imperfections, 

with the sole exception of our Master.” (end quote) 
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But the high places were not taken away out of Israel: nevertheless the heart of Asa was perfect 

all his days. 
2 Chronicles 15:17 
 

For 35 years, Asa's life had been above reproach.  For 35 years, he basically, does what is good 

and right.  For 35 years he has manifest strong faith.  BUT NOW, in his 36th year,  "In the 

smaller trouble Asa thought he could manage very well by a little help of the arm of flesh.” 

Against Israel, Asa moves without faith and looked to men for help.  Here he walks, he acts, like 

a mere man of the world.  1 Corinthians 3:3  Paul charged the Corinthians with being carnal and 

"walking as men.” 

 

For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye 

not carnal, and walk as men? 
1 Corinthians 3:3   
 

C.H. Spurgeon: 

"Asa took up the common standard of all mankind.  He thought all is fair in war.  You may do in 

5 minutes what you cannot undo in 50 years.  You may bring upon yourself a lifelong series of 

trials by one single unbelieving action.  One step will lead to another.” 

This we shall see in this story. 

 

V11.  2 CHRONICLES 16:2-6  ASA TURNS TO SYRIA FOR HELP. 

1. Verse 2  He brought out silver...(cost him)   

 

Verse 2 Then Asa brought out silver and gold out of the treasures of the house of the LORD and of 

the king's house, and sent to Benhadad king of Syria, that dwelt at Damascus, saying,  

Verse 3 There is a league between me and thee, as there was between my father and thy father: 

behold, I have sent thee silver and gold; go, break thy league with Baasha king of Israel, that he 

may depart from me. Verse 4 And Benhadad hearkened unto king Asa, and sent the captains of his 

armies against the cities of Israel; and they smote Ijon, and Dan, and Abelmaim, and all the store 

cities of Naphtali. Verse 5 And it came to pass, when Baasha heard it, that he left off building of 

Ramah, and let his work cease. Verse 6 Then Asa the king took all Judah; and they carried away 

the stones of Ramah, and the timber thereof, wherewith Baasha was building; and he built 

therewith Geba and Mizpah. 
2 Chronicles 16:2-6   

In 2 Chronicles 15:18, Asa is commended for bringing "dedicated things" INTO the house of 

God.  But now he brings OUT the silver and gold FROM the house of God.  That was not his.  

That belonged to the Lord.  And as we shall see, he uses this money for his own purposes.  

Malachi 3:8 asks the question:  "Will a man rob God?.  And we reply, "far 

be the thought!  But what is Asa doing here?  Using that which rightly belongs to God for 

himself.  It is not my purpose to speak about our tithes, but when we use our tithes for ourselves, 

like Asa, we are taking silver and gold that belongs to God, and thereby robbing God of His 

honor.  
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And he brought into the house of God the things that his father had dedicated, and that he 

himself had dedicated, silver, and gold, and vessels. 
2 Chronicles 15:18 
 

Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In 

tithes and offerings. 
Malachi 3:8 
 

"So this man by lack of faith fell into many sins.”  Perhaps we should pay special attention to the 

fact that his down-ward steps began with his misuse of money, not his money, the Lord's money.  

His misuse of the Lord's money was caused by his unbelief. 

Again we quote Spurgeon: 

"Unbelief is idolatry.  Unbelief is idolatry because it leads to looking to the creature, not the 

Creator for help.” 

And Idolatry in any form, idolatry in every form, can never please God and will always lead to 

trouble for the idolater.  In this lesson there is first of all, a warning to us relative to what we do 

with that which belongs to God.  There are sacred things committed to our trust. 

 

Ezra 8:24-25 illustrates this.  Gold weighed out to 12 men as they began their journey back to 

Jerusalem.  Ezra 8:33  When they arrived, what had been weighed-out to their trust was weighed-

in on their arrival.  There was a day or reckoning for them.  There will be a day of reckoning for 

us. 

Then I separated twelve of the chief of the priests, Sherebiah, Hashabiah, and ten of their 

brethren with them, And weighed unto them the silver, and the gold, and the vessels, even the 

offering of the house of our God, which the king, and his counsellors, and his lords, and all Israel 

there present, had offered: 
Ezra 8:24-25 

Now on the fourth day was the silver and the gold and the vessels weighed in the house of our 

God by the hand of Meremoth the son of Uriah the priest; and with him was Eleazar the son of 

Phinehas; and with them was Jozabad the son of Jeshua, and Noadiah the son of Binnui, Levites; 
Ezra 8:33   

Then I separated twelve of the chief of the priests, Sherebiah, Hashabiah, and ten of their 

brethren with them, And weighed unto them the silver, and the gold, and the vessels, even the 

offering of the house of our God, which the king, and his counsellors, and his lords, and all Israel 

there present, had offered: 

2. 2 Chronicles 16:3  The league with Syria was based on a bribe.  This is the second wrong step 

for Asa.  In his war with Ethiopia, Asa had turned to the Lord for help.  Now, after 24 years of 

peace, he turns to Syria for help.  Syria has always been an enemy of Israel.  As late as April 

3,1986, I read in the Western Jewish News, Prime Minister Peres of Israel says, "Syria is Israel's 

most dangerous and radical neighbour." 
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There is a league between me and thee, as there was between my father and thy father: behold, I 

have sent thee silver and gold; go, break thy league with Baasha king of Israel, that he may 

depart from me. 
2 Chronicles 16:3 
 

I am typing this paper, April,6 , 1993, today Prime Minister Rabin of Israel, is acknowledging 

that this is still the same today.  Syria is an enemy.  So here we have Asa turning to his enemy 

for help!  Walking as a man he reminds me of what Churchill said when England joined with 

Russia to defeat Germany in the last World War.  Churchill said;" he would join with the Devil 

himself to help defeat Hitler.”  Asa did that! 

 

Ben-hadad, king of Syria, according to some historians was really an Edomite.  And Asa was 

willing to use the Lord's money to bribe an Edomite to help fight the war.  Asa had his plans and 

his purpose to work out.  "He was prepared to meet the difficulty by fair means or fowl.”  "The 

use of money can be a very subtile thing.  When money becomes the supreme consideration, the 

moral and the spiritual must diminish.” 

 

In 2 Chronicles 16:4, BenHadad hearkened.  He was no friend of King Asa.  "He listened with 

ears of covetousness.  He would not have fought for Asa without that money.”  He ratherwould 

have fought against Asa.  There is no thought here on the part of Asa or Ben-hadad about 

honour.  It was all a matter of money. 

 

And Benhadad hearkened unto king Asa, and sent the captains of his armies against the cities of 

Israel; and they smote Ijon, and Dan, and Abelmaim, and all the store cities of Naphtali. 
2 Chronicles 16:4 
 

In this matter, Asa did not seek the Lord.  Proverbs 3, Solomon had written,  "Lean not on your 

own understanding.”  When we do, it leads to using worldly means and worldly methods.  I 

found this in Christianity Today April 4,1986, page 12:  "I don't like some of your promotion". I 

bashly told my host. "I don't like some of it either" he replied.BUT we must raise millions each 

year to meet our budget, we HAVE TO LISTEN to promotion people."  That is what many 

Evangelicals are doing today.  Listening to promotional people is leaning on human 

understanding and therefore human methods.  (What ideas they produce to raise money!) 

 

"In ALL thy ways acknowledge Him and He will direct thy paths.”  In this part of our story, Asa 

did not acknowledge God.  And so he makes an alliance with Syria. 

 

J.N.Darby: 

"Alliance with the world prevents our overcoming the world.”  Ponder that.  Here in this story: 

Asa has a lapse of faith.  And he does something that adversely affects the rest of his life.  

"Never think that an act, a decision, is unimportant.”  And I suggest that we be careful as to 

WHY we bargain and as to HOW we do so.  Motives are most important. 

Never think you are so strong, so talented, so educated, so intelligent, that you do not need the 

Lord.  When we leave the Lord out of our plans, we will fail every time.  Luke 12, Jesus called 

the rich farmer a fool.  Why did he do so?  Because in all his plans and his planning, he simply 

left God out.  So did Asa.   
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And leaving God out he asks Syria for help.  It is really like our asking the Devil for help.  Or 

asking the world for help in spiritual matters.  Or asking the flesh for help.  The world, the flesh 

and the Devil are our enemies.  Always remember that. 

 

1. 2 Chronicles 16:4-6  The result..  Asa won the war!  The strange part of this part of the 

story is, Asa was outwardly successful.  But as we shall see, what men saw and what God 

saw, were two different things.  Because something succeeds, that is not always proof 

that it is right.  Men may be popular and yet be wrong.  Too often we equate spiritual 

success with material success, or even with visible results.  Outwardly, "Asa's human act 

seemed successful.”  When Baasha, King of Israel heard about the alliance with Syria, he 

withdrew, and the war ended. 

And Benhadad hearkened unto king Asa, and sent the captains of his armies against the cities of 

Israel; and they smote Ijon, and Dan, and Abelmaim, and all the store cities of Naphtali. And it 

came to pass, when Baasha heard it, that he left off building of Ramah, and let his work cease. 

Then Asa the king took all Judah; and they carried away the stones of Ramah, and the timber 

thereof, wherewith Baasha was building; and he built therewith Geba and Mizpah. 
2 Chronicles 16:4-6 

Spurgeon: 

"It turned out to be a fine thing for Asa and in the judgment of everyone looking on, it had been a 

good business deal.”  In all Church history, there has never been a time when the Church has 

been so tempted to use human ideas, human means, worldly ideas to "help" in the things of God.  

BUT there are consequences as we shall see. 

 

I remember Grace Collins telling about her experience in Japan.  Some of you may remember.  

She had gone as a missionary and soon after her arrival, some American Evangelist, I don't know 

who it was, was having a big meeting in Japan.  So Grace went and was thrilled to see a large 

orchestra on the platform playing beautiful Christian hymns.  She was thrilled to see so many 

Japanese Christians participating in the meeting. 

But then Grace said:  “What a let-down when I discovered, the orchestra had been hired for the 

occasion."  A symphony orchestra hired, perhaps not one member a true Christian.  Heathen 

participating in a revival meeting!  That my friends, is an illustration of making a league with 

Syria to win the battle.  God was not pleased with what Asa had done.  And God is not pleased 

when we use such methods to do his work.  We insult God and shame ourselves when we use 

worldly means and methods to do God's work. 

 

Spurgeon says: 

"Many people in the world judge actions by immediate results.  If a Christian does a wrong thing 

and it prospers, then at once they conclude he was justified in doing it.  Do you know that there 

are the Devil's providences as well as God's providences?  Jonah wanted to go to Tarshish to flee 

from God.  So he went down to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish.  What a providence.  

Often have we observed people who want to do wrong and things have just happened rightly to 

help them.  But a wrong is a wrong whatever comes of it  If by uttering one falsehood you could 

become a rich man forever, it would not change the nature of the falsehood.  ,Pray God he never 

lets your sins prosper.   
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Insomuch as what he had done...did not bring disaster with it, and God did not chastise him, the 

kings heart grew with pride.  And God had to reveal that pride.  And God had to deal with that 

pride.  Pride goeth before a fall. 

 

V111.  2 CHRONICLES 16:7-9 THE LORD SEND ANOTHER PROPHET. 

Verse 7 And at that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of Judah, and said unto him, Because 

thou hast relied on the king of Syria, and not relied on the LORD thy God, therefore is the host of 

the king of Syria escaped out of thine hand. Verse 8 Were not the Ethiopians and the Lubims a 

huge host, with very many chariots and horsemen? yet, because thou didst rely on the LORD, he 

delivered them into thine hand. Verse 9 For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the 

whole earth, to shew himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him. 

Herein thou hast done foolishly: therefore from henceforth thou shalt have wars. 
2 Cbronicles 16:7-9 

1. Verse 7.. Hanani  His message:  Asa, you have failed.  The preacher comes!  The preacher 

comes with a rebuke.  God always has a man, a voice that he can use.  And I have found, there 

are times when the one who is being used is not conscious of the fact that he or she is being used 

of God.  I do not know the full significants of this story.  To encourage Asa, God had sent the 

Prophet Azariah . 2 Chronicles 15:1.  Now to correct Asa, God sends another man, Hanani..2 

Chronicles.16:7 

We only read about this man in two other verses. 2 Chronicles 19:2; 1 Kings 16:1.  And in both 

of these references it speaks about"the good words of Jehu the son of Hanani.” 

 

And the Spirit of God came upon Azariah the son of Oded: 
2 Chronicles 15:1 
 

And at that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of Judah, and said unto him, Because thou 

hast relied on the king of Syria, and not relied on the LORD thy God, therefore is the host of the 

king of Syria escaped out of thine hand. 
2 Chronicles.16:7 
 

And Jehu the son of Hanani the seer went out to meet him, and said to king Jehoshaphat, 

Shouldest thou help the ungodly, and love them that hate the LORD? therefore is wrath upon thee 

from before the LORD. 
2 Chronicles 19:2 
 

Then the word of the LORD came to Jehu the son of Hanani against Baasha, saying, 
1 Kings 16:1 
 

So all we know about this prophet is here in 2 Chronicles 16.  God uses prophets, preachers, and 

some are outstanding in the eyes of men.  Who has not heard about the great Elijah and the great 

Elisha?  But who has ever heard about Azariah and Hanani? 
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1 Corinthians 12:22 says, "those members of the body which SEEM to be more feeble are 

necessary.”  Notice, it does not say they ARE more feeble, they just seem to be more feeble.  

Hanani seems to be in that class.  Perhaps he was not a popular preacher.  Perhaps he had not 

written any books.  Perhaps he did not have any man-given-degrees. 

But here he is, like the unlearned fisherman named Peter, being used of God, and of all things, to 

rebuke a King!  And what does he say? 

 

 

 

"Asa, because you have relied on the King of Syria and not relied on the Lord THY God (note 

that) therefore is the host of the King of Syria escaped out of thine hand.” The message does not 

include one word about his great victory in the battle.  What a rebuke!  Asa, in choosing your 

own way, you did not win, you lost. Joining with Syriayou were unable to do battle with Syria.  

And we repeat Darby, "Alliance with the world prevents our overcoming the world.” 

When we join Syria we can no longer fight the evil that Syria represents.  And here history 

should teach us a lesson.  Since the days of Asa, Ethiopian has never greatly troubled Israel, but 

to this very day Israel's great enemy has been Syria.  What we do in disobedience has long 

lasting consequences.  Wrong choices can be the cause of lasting problems.  One preacher said:  

"God will forgive you your sins, but your nervous system will not.” 

 

The preacher says to Asa:  "Did you forget what God did to the Ethiopians? Don't you remember 

that when you relied on the Lord, He gave you the victory? 

 

He said.  The Lord allows your battles so that He can show himself strong on behalf of those 

who trust him.  Asa, in what you have done, you have done foolishly, you have played the fool.  

And Oh, how that cut into Asa's pride. 

 

Nobody, I mean nobody, likes to be called a fool!  "Even a drunkard rolling in his vomit doesn't 

like to hear anyone call him a fool.  Tell him he is sick and he'll love you.  Tell him he's a fool 

and he'll hate you.” 

 

1X  2 CHRONICES 16:10-14 ASA'S RESPONSE. 

 

Verse 10 Then Asa was wroth with the seer, and put him in a prison house; for he was in a rage 

with him because of this thing. And Asa oppressed some of the people the same time.  

Verse 11
 And, behold, the acts of Asa, first and last, lo, they are written in the book of the kings of 

Judah and Israel. Verse 12 And Asa in the thirty and ninth year of his reign was diseased in his 

feet, until his disease was exceeding great: yet in his disease he sought not to the LORD, but to 

the physicians. Verse 13 And Asa slept with his fathers, and died in the one and fortieth year of 

his reign. Verse 14 And they buried him in his own sepulchres, which he had made for himself in 

the city of David, and laid him in the bed which was filled with sweet odours and divers kinds of 

spices prepared by the apothecaries' art: and they made a very great burning for him. 
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1. Verse 10  Asa, full of wrath re-acts against the preacher.  When this prophet appears, Asa said: 

"Who is this fellow that he should come and tell his king what to do?  What right has he to 

rebuke me?  We who are in leadership need to be careful here.  For pastors and leaders often re-

act like Asa.  I am hard on preachers because I am one.  Preachers have been leaders in 

protecting themselves under the umbrellas of being the Lord's anointed.  You know, "touch not 

the Lord's anointed.”  In my opinion that text has been abused and misused.  Recently the 

western world was flooded with a doctrine called 

"discipleship.”  People were taught to submit to their leaders.  Now it was not all bad, nor was it 

all good. 

 

Ephesians 5:21,,"Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.”  A great deal is said 

about the next verse, Ephesians 5:22 “wives submit yourselves unto your own husbands as unto 

the Lord.”  But it is written again.  Philippians 2:3, "in lowliness of mind let each esteem other 

better than themselves".  Husbands when you ask for submission, remember your wife is 

BETTER than you are!  Again, 1 Peter 5:5  "Likewise ye younger submit yourselves unto the 

elder Yea ALL of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility, for God resisteth 

the proud but giveth grace to the humble.”  Peter warns about Leaders who become lords over 

God's heritage.  1 Peter 5:3.  But leaders are to be examples of humility. 

 

Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God. 
Ephesians 5:21 
 

Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. 
Ephesians 5:22 
 

Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to 

another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the 

humble. 
1 Peter 5:5   
 

Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being examples to the flock. 
1 Peter 5:3 
 

But Asa would not be corrected!  In Zephaniah 3:1-2 , we read, "Woe to her that is filthy and 

polluted to the oppressing city...she obeyed not the voice, SHE RECEIVED NOT 

CORRECTION.”  Again Jeremiah 5:3 of Israel the prophet writes :They have refused to receive 

correction; they have made their faces harder than a rock, they have refused to return 

You can see these principles in the story of Asa.  He did not receive correction and it hardened 

his heart, of all things, against the preacher!  Asa would not accept the rebuke because he didn't 

believe the message.  He was wounded in his self-love (what would be named his self-esteem 

today).   
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Woe to her that is filthy and polluted, to the oppressing city! She obeyed not the voice; she 

received not correction; she trusted not in the LORD; she drew not near to her God. 
Zephaniah 3:1-2 

O LORD, are not thine eyes upon the truth? thou hast stricken them, but they have not grieved; 

thou hast consumed them, but they have refused to receive correction: they have made their faces 

harder than a rock; they have refused to return. 
Jeremiah 5:3 
 

Wounded by what the preacher said, so he puts the  preacher into prison.  What folly is here.  

The prophet came with a message and told the truth.  These seers, as they were called, could only 

tell what they had seen.  What they had heard.  What they had received from heaven.  "We find 

fault with the preacher who tells us how far wrong we are.  We find fault with the Book that will 

not support our evil policies.”  Then we think:  "If we chastise the prophets we have destroyed 

the prophecy.” 

 

"The cross did not end the ministry of Christ.”  When we are persecuted for righteousness sake, 

it is not righteousness that suffers, except in some temporary degree ,.the Word of the Lord 

abideth.”  In the New Testament Paul asks in Galatians4 , "Am I your enemy because I tell you 

the truth? 

 

I sympathize with the preacher who dares to tell people what they SHOUD hear, not merely what 

they want to hear.  Had the prophet "buttered-up" the king with fair words and mere nothings, he 

would have been promoted, but because he told the truth he was put in prison.  For when people 

don't want to hear God's message then they turn against the preacher.  See  2 Chronicles 36:15-

16 

 

"The littleness of the king was revealed in his attempt to smite the prophet.”  Asa offered money 

to Ben Hadad, he knew better than to offer it to this prophet.  Paul warns in 2 Timothy 4 that the 

time will come when men will not endure sound doctrine, but after their own lusts shall heap to 

themselves itching ears and they shall TURN away their ears from the truth and shall be 

TURNED unto fables.” 

 

Too often we only hear what we want to hear.  Too often we will only receive what WE want to 

receive.  Correction is always difficult to take, but afterwards it works good for us.  2 Timothy 

4:1,2, Paul said. "Timothy preach the word.  Reprove that is convict. 

Rebuke that is correct.  Exhort that is comfort.  And we need all three.  God help us to receive 

correction when we need it.  Correction from God will always be for our good. "Whom the Lord 

loveth he correcteth.”  "As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten.” 

I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the 

dead at his appearing and his kingdom; Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; 

reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long suffering and doctrine. 
2 Timothy 4:1,2 
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2 Chronicles 16:11  The sad story, Asa was smitten.  3. 2 Chronicles 16:12-14  his disease,his 

death, and his burial.  

 

And, behold, the acts of Asa, first and last, lo, they are written in the book of the kings of Judah 

and Israel. 
2 Chronicles 16:11   

And Asa slept with his fathers, and died in the one and fortieth year of his reign. And they buried 

him in his own sepulchres, which he had made for himself in the city of David, and laid him in 

the bed which was filled with sweet odours and divers kinds of spices prepared by the 

apothecaries' art: and they made a very great burning for him. 
2 Chronicles 16:12-14   

 A great deal has been said about this.  1 Kings 15:23 says, "in the time of his old age he was 

diseased in his feet.”  2 Chronicles 16:12 tells us his disease was exceeding great. 

We will not try and identify it.  But there does seem to be a connection between this particular 

disease and what he had done to the prophet.  But that is not the point in my opinion.  So back 

over the story 

 

The rest of all the acts of Asa, and all his might, and all that he did, and the cities which he built, 

are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? Nevertheless in the time 

of his old age he was diseased in his feet. 
1 Kings 15:23 
 

And Asa in the thirty and ninth year of his reign was diseased in his feet, until his disease was 

exceeding great: yet in his disease he sought not to the LORD, but to the physicians. 
2 Chronicles 16:12 
. 

When the Ethiopians came, Asa sought the Lord.  The prophet came and encouraged him. Seek 

the Lord. He will be found of you.  Forsake Him and he will forsake you.  So another test comes 

and Israel declares war against him.  What does Asa do?  He goes toSyria for help.  He does not 

seek the Lord.  Now in his disease what does he do?  Again, rather than seek the Lord he seeks 

the physicians, literally the magicians.  But mark this; his primary wrong is not where he turned 

but where he did not turn for help.  He did not turn to the Lord.  James 5; Is any sick among you?  

Let him call the doctor!  Let him call the magicians!  Let him call the witch-doctor.  There are 

areas in our world where that is what this text would mean.  But the Scriptures say, "call for the 

elders of the Church.” In other words, call on God FIRST.  We live in a society where the 

tendency is to call on God as a last resort.  Asa was not healed.  Verse 14, 5 years after he turned 

against the prophet of the Lord he died.  His people loved him.  And they honoured him with 

great funeral.  But I am sure that Asa now, would rather have been honoured by the Lord than 

merely to have been honoured by men. 
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