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1.  2 CHRONICLES  17:1-7  HIS REIGN BEGINS. 

 

Verse 1 And Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his stead, and strengthened himself against Israel. 

Verse 2 And he placed forces in all the fenced cities of Judah, and set garrisons in the land of 

Judah, and in the cities of Ephraim, which Asa his father had taken. Verse 3 And the LORD was 

with Jehoshaphat, because he walked in the first ways of his father David, and sought not unto 

Baalim; Verse 4 But sought to the Lord God of his father, and walked in his commandments, and 

not after the doings of Israel. Verse 5 Therefore the LORD stablished the kingdom in his hand; and 

all Judah brought to Jehoshaphat presents; and he had riches and honour in abundance.  

Verse 6 And his heart was lifted up in the ways of the LORD: moreover he took away the high 

places and groves out of Judah. Verse 7 Also in the third year of his reign he sent to his princes, 

even to Benhail, and to Obadiah, and to Zechariah, and to Nethaneel, and to Michaiah, to teach 

in the cities of Judah. 
2 Chronicles 17:1-7 

 

1. Verse 1. He strengthened himself against Israel and Apostasy.  The statement does not mean 

much to us until we realize the spiritual state of Israel.  As we saw last time, under Ahab and 

Jezebel the worship of Baal had become the popular religion in Israel.  Departing from the true 

God to worship a false God, Israel had become apostate.  And it was against this apostasy that 

Jehoshaphat strengthend himself.  Apostasy does not just happen.  It follows a process. 

 

A few weeks ago I heard a C.B.C. announcer interview a Jew in Regina.  He was a young 

business man talking about his Jewish religion.  He said: "we teach our children, and it is not 

watered-down Judism.  Because if we water it down to them, they will water it down still further 

to their children.  In the following generation Judiasm will be gone." 

 

I feel that is what happened in Israel and later in Judah. And this is happening in Christian circles 

today.  There is a watered-down version.  My folks were saved in revival and what they 

entrusted to me was not a watered-down Christianity, and I do not want to water-down what I am 

responsible to pass on to the next generation. 

 

When Elijah stood against Israel's apostasy, Ahab charged Elijah with being a troubler.    1 Kings 

18:17.  I apply that.  Today, anyone who speaks against "ecumenicalism" is also considered to be 

a troubler.  But Elijah’s answer in 1 Kings 18:18 is powerful.  "I have not troubled Israel, but 

thou, and thy fathers house in that ye have forsaken the commandments of the Lord, and thou 

hast followed Baalim.”  You follow Baalim,       that is to turn to idols, and that is to turn from 

God.   
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And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, Art thou he that troubleth 

Israel? 
1 Kings 18:17 

 

You will promote worldliness.       You will promote world-likeness.  You accept false worship.  

You accept heathen methods,  And YOU become the troubler.  God says so! 

 

We need to hear again the message of Paul.  2 Corinthians 6:14 through 7:1  “.. be not.”  Romans 

12:1-2  “... be not.”  Of Jezebel we read in 1 Kings 18:4, "she cut-off the prophets of the 

Lord.”  And at the same time, 1 Kings 18:19, supported 450 false prophets of Baal, daily. 

Verse 14  Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath 

righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?  

Verse 15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an 

infidel? Verse 16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of 

the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, 

and they shall be my people. Verse 17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, 

saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you. Verse 18 And will be a 

Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.  
2 Corithians 7:1 

Verse 1 Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all 

filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 
2 Corinthians 6:14 through 7:1   
 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 

sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to 

this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that 

good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 
Romans 12:1-2   

For it was so, when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the LORD, that Obadiah took an hundred 

prophets, and hid them by fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and water.) 
1 Kings 18:4 

Now therefore send, and gather to me all Israel unto mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal 

four hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the groves four hundred, which eat at Jezebel's table. 
1 Kings 18:19 
 

1 Kings 21:15 is very revealing.  Behind all that Ahab did was the cunning of this woman 

Jezebel.  So we can see, when Jehoshaphat came to the throne, the Northern Kingdom of Israel 

had gone into great apostasy and the worship of Baal had replaced the worship of God.  

Jehoshaphat knew that such a leader as Ahab was dangerous, and he also knew the spiritual 

dangers connected with apostasy, dangers we do not seem to see or understand today. 

C.H. Macintosh: 

 

And it came to pass, when Jezebel heard that Naboth was stoned, and was dead, that Jezebel said 

to Ahab, Arise, take possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he refused to give 

thee for money: for Naboth is not alive, but dead. 
1 Kings 21:15 
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"For many Christians, evils which in after-life prove the greatest snares are those against which 

there is the greatest watchfulness at first.  We find Christians in later years indulging in things 

that at first their conscience would have shunned from." 

 

By way of illustration. 

Christians who would have abhorred liquor in any form at first, are today "sipping wine". Once 

self denying ,totally separated, now self indulgent careless and worldly. 

 

C.H.M. says, "To grow in knowledge of truth, is to grown in knowledge of God.  To grow in 

knowledge of God is to grow in practical holiness.”  At the first, Jehoshaphat took his stand in 

relationship with Ahab.  He strengthened himself against Israel.  Why did he do so?  Because 

Ahab had led Israel into religious apostasy.  Jehoshaphat at first, protected his people against 

apostasy. 

 

J.N. Darby: 

"No enemy is more dangerous than one who pretends to be connected with God" 

Israel had religion, but they did not have God.  Israel had a form of worship but they did not have 

God.  Theirs was a form of godliness without reality.  2 Timothy 3:5 could not speak more 

plainly.  "From such turn away.” 

 

Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. 
2 Timothy 3:5 
 

2.  He places forces and sets up fences.  "Forces and fences."  I like that! 

Looking at the natural first.  Jehoshaphat takes a highly defensive position.  His enemy was in 

the North and if there was an invasion, he was ready.  Parker writes: (and there were no current 

issues when he wrote)  "There were no aggressive designs.  He knew he had an enemy and he 

prepared.” 

 

I ask, from where you sit today:  What do you think about this that Jehoshaphat did? 

Was it stupid? (-it cost money.)  Was it a smart thing to do?  Was it good stategy?  We  consider 

him very wise in all this,  Agreed ?  Yet President Reagan is doing much the same thing today 

and the press and the peace-marchers are trying to make us think that the President is a fool.  As 

surely as there are enemies, we need to be on guard.  I am personally amused by our civic leaders 

declaring Vancouver a "nuclear free zone.”  Why not declare it a "fire-free zone", do you think 

that would help?  How about declaring it a "rain-free-zone?  Or an "earthquake free zone.”  

Better still, let them do something worth while and declare it a "sin-free zone.”  But you know as 

well as I, as long as men are men sin will be a reality.  And as long as sin is sin, war is inevitable.   

 

When Jehoshaphat began his reign, he took his stand.  He stood his ground.  He made 

fortifications, and kept up his defenses.  Now apply this to the spiritual.  We can never afford to 

take down our guard.  There are some walls to be put up around our marriages. 

There are some fences to be put up around our families and our children.  There are  some 

defenses that need to be placed around our Churches.   
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Our enemy is the Devil. (Of course we do not leave out the world and the flesh).  Paul, writes 

having done all  STAND.  Ephesians 6:11,13,14.  cf. 1 Corinthians 16:13. 

Verse 11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the 

devil. Verse 13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to 

withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.  Verse 14 Stand therefore, having your 

loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; 
Ephesians 6:11,13,14 

Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong. 
1 Corinthians 16:13 
 

3. The Lord was with him because he walked...."  We do not want to lightly by-pass the fact 

that the Lord was with Jehoshaphat.   

Parker: 

"Not because he strengthened himself against Israel.  Not because he fences up the cities. 

but because of his moral condition.”  To have the Lord with you is a tremendous blessing in the 

life of any individual.  But do not miss the reason.  "Because he walked in the first 

ways of David.  Not in the ways of David, but the first ways of David.   

 

Parker: 

"It is a mournful thing when a man's first days are better than his last.  It is sad when you have to 

go back to a man's youth to find his virtues.  It is beautiful when a man's earlier mistakes are lost 

in the riches and wisdom of his later conduct.  Happy is the father whose whole conduct and 

example is worthy of imitation.”. 

 

Think of another fact here.  The life of Jehoshaphat was influenced for good by the life of David, 

who was his great, great, great grandfather.  How much each one of our lives have been 

influenced by people of the past!  Paul's life still influences us.  Luther's life still influences us.  

John and Charles Wesley still have influence.  Remember that, every time you sing one of 

Wesley's hymns.  The life of Moody lives on.  The preaching of Spurgeon has  great influence to 

this day.  I could become very personal and name people who have touched my life.  Romans 

14:7  No man liveth unto himself. 

 

For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself. 
Romans 14:7 
 

How wonderful when a life is influenced, not by and evil life, but by the good of one's life.  It 

was not the bad ways of David that had influenced Jehoshaphat.  He was influenced by the good 

and godly ways of David at the first part of his life.  Some where I read a story about Hudson 

Taylor and his brother.  The brother gave himself to making money and making a name and 

place for himself in this world.  Hudson, chose to bury himself and his life as a missionary in 

China.  What sorrows and trials he had.  Years after both men had died, in the records of history, 

the great accomplishments of Hudson Taylor are spelled out in detail.  Of his brother, all that is 

worth recording , "he was the brother of Hudson Taylor.” 
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The man who is all out for God.  The spiritual man lives on.  They live on long after they have 

been removed from earth's stage.  Their lives live to encourage, to direct, to influence young men 

and women who follow. 

 

McLaren: 

"How blessed it is when the chain is not broken.”  2 Timothy 1:5  Grandmother Lois has faith.  

That faith was in her daughter Eunice.  And that faith was in her son Timothy.   Here is a faith in 

David.  Then in Asa and now in Jehoshapaht.  I could not help but pause here and reflect with 

praise.  I could talk about Ray Jones.  I knew his father and mother. 

Their faith is now in Ray.  Ray's faith is now in Pat and Bonnie.  And that faith is in the 

grandchildren!  We do not know if my grandfather was saved.  But my father was.  And his faith 

is in me.  And in my children and my grandchildren.  I did not know  Anne Kettles until 1942.  

Born in Scotland, she does not know if her grandfather Kettles was saved.  But her father was.  

And his faith is in Anne.  And her faith is in her children andgrandchildren.  We were raised in 

areas separated by many miles.  Yet the doctrines Anne learned as a child, were the same 

doctrines I learned as  a child.  And we were miraculously brought together so the chain of faith 

continued.  I pray God it will never  be broken before the Lord comes. 

 

When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy 

grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also. 
2 Timothy 1:5   
 

Many a home is saddened because the children do not seek the God of their fathers.  And many 

times, the children, not the parents, are to blame.  Romans1:17  "Therein is the righteousness of 

God revealed from faith to faith..."  The righteousness of God is revealed in the chain of faith in 

families.  As we shall see in the story of the Kings, that chain can be broken.  And what sorrow 

and sadness that brings. 

 

For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall 

live by faith. 
Romans1:17   
 

4.  He sought not Baalim.  He sought the Lord.  The first was the result of the second.  Because 

he sought the Lord, therefore he sought not Baalim.  Walk with God and there will be many 

things we will not seek after.  "The things of earth grow strangely dim, in the light of His glory 

and grace.”  Be separated unto God and there will be no difficulty in being separated from the 

world.  Be so attached to Him you become detached from here.  Seek to live close to God and 

you will not be worldly. 

 

As we have seen, at this time in the history, the worship of Baalim was the in-thing, the 

fashionable thing, the popular thing.  So Jehoshaphat had to make a choice, as to which way he 

would go.  At that time there was only one Elijah to 950 prophets of Baal.   Jehoshaphat met 

opposition.  Jehoshaphat stood against the tide.  He stood up against the crowd.  He chose the 

narrow way that leads to life.  He thereby rejected the broad way that leads to destruction.  He 

chose to be numbered with the despised few rather than to be numbered with the popular many. 
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Like Moses, he reckoned, He did his spiritual arithmetic.  He chose to suffer with the people of 

God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season.  Esteeming the reproach of Christ 

greater riches than the treasures of Egypt. Hebrews 11:25 

 

Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for 

a season; 
Hebrews 11:25 
 

The text says.  "He walked in the commandments.”  It is vain to say we seek the Lord if we are 

not walking in His way.  Jehoshaphat determined to walk with God, not with the spirit of his age.  

I see no problem with his choice.  Do you?  What about our choices in life?  The short view" 

considering time only?  The long view...considering Eternity? 

 

5.  He had riches and honour in abundance.  2 Chronicles 17:13,  2 Chronicles 18:1  We are told 

about his riches three times.  I believe that the Lord wants us to notice this.  Jehoshaphat was 

materially rich.  First, there is nothing wrong with being rich.  He did not seek riches.  God gave 

him riches.  I have often said , there are some people who are rich and it is not their fault.  It was 

passed-on to them.  I repeat.  It is not wrong to have riches.  But it is wrong to seek to be rich.  

Proverbs 23:4  labour not to be rich. 

 

And he had much business in the cities of Judah: and the men of war, mighty men of valour, 

were in Jerusalem. 
2 Chronicles 17:13 
 

Now Jehoshaphat had riches and honour in abundance, and joined affinity with Ahab. 
2 Chronicles 18:1   
 

Labour not to be rich: cease from thine own wisdom. 
Proverbs 23:4   
 

1 Timothy 6:6-12  Read it again. 

I believe this text teaches in verses 11,12, if we do not flee the love of money we will not be able 

to fight the good fight of faith.  1 Timothy 3:3  Elder...not greedy of filthy lucre. 

 

Verse 6 
 But godliness with contentment is great gain. Verse 7 For we brought nothing into this 

world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. Verse 8 And having food and raiment let us be 

therewith content. Verse 9 But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into 

many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. Verse 10 
 For the 

love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the 

faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. Verse 11 But thou, O man of God, flee 

these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness.  

Verse 12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and 

hast professed a good profession before many witnesses. 
1 Timothy 6:6-12   
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Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous; 
1 Timothy 3:3   
 

Acts 20:33  I have coveted no man's silver and gold.  Psalm 62:10  If riches increase, set not your 

heart upon them. 

Matthew 6:19  Lay not up for yourselves treasures on earth.  Mark 8:36  What shall it profit a 

man if he gain the whole world and lose his life (context vs 35) 

2 Corinthians 4:8-18  (read it) 

It is sad, that today a teaching has been flooding our country, that in my observation is turning 

the eyes of believers from the unseen to the realm of the seen; from the eternal to the temporal, 

from the spiritual to the carnal and material.  A few reverses may change our attitude from trying 

to live in the Kingdom and start to live looking for the King. 

 

I have coveted no man's silver, or gold, or apparel. 
Acts 20:33   
 

Trust not in oppression, and become not vain in robbery: if riches increase, set not your heart 

upon them. 
Psalm 62:10 
 

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where 

thieves break through and steal: 
Matthew 6:19 
 

For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? 
Mark 8:36   

We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; 

Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; Always bearing about in the body the 

dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. For we 

which live are always delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be 

made manifest in our mortal flesh. So then death worketh in us, but life in you. We having the 

same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also 

believe, and therefore speak; Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us 

also by Jesus, and shall present us with you. For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant 

grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God. For which cause we 

faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. For our 

light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal  

weight of glory; While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not 

seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal. 
2 Corinthians 4:8-18   

Said Stan King:(missionary) 

"If being wealthy in material things is a sign of spiritual success and spirituality, then in West 

Africa, the Christians are carnal and most unsuccessful.  BUT if standing up for Christ and being 

true to the faith in adverse, trying circumstances, under conditions of poverty is success, then in 

Africa a new chapter of  Hero's of faith is being recorded.”. 
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We need to read again Hebrews 11:36-38 

And although much here applies to O.T. saints, we also know that what is written was also true 

of many first century Christians.  Having riches does not prove spirituality nor does it help 

maintain spirituality.   

And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and 

imprisonment: They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the 

sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; 

(Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens 

and caves of the earth. 
Hebrews 11:36-38 
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