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1.  2 CHRONICLES 17:1-5  HIS REIGN BEGINS. 

And Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his stead, and strengthened himself against Israel. And he 

placed forces in all the fenced cities of Judah, and set garrisons in the land of Judah, and in the 

cities of Ephraim, which Asa his father had taken. And the LORD was with Jehoshaphat, because 

he walked in the first ways of his father David, and sought not unto Baalim; But sought to the 

Lord God of his father, and walked in his commandments, and not after the doings of Israel. 

Therefore the LORD stablished the kingdom in his hand; and all Judah brought to Jehoshaphat 

presents; and he had riches and honour in abundance. 
2 Chronicles 17:1-5 

Jehoshaphat, like a number of these kings began well.  Everything recorded here, in these first 

few verses, about him is good. 

1) He strengthens himself against apostasy. 

2) The Lord is with him. 

3) He walks in the first ways of David. 

4) He seeks the Lord, not Baalim. 

5) The Lord establishes his kingdom. 

 

And as we continue in chapter 17, all is good and upright.  We could be led to think that such a 

man would not make a mistake.  Perhaps even believe that he could not make a mistake, but such 

is not the case.  Believing that the Bible is the Word of God;  WE must believe that God has a 

reason for telling us what he has chosen to tell us in this story.  It is all here for our learning.  We 

can learn what pleases God and what displeases Him. 

 

11.  2 CHRONICLES 17:6-19  HIS REVIVAL. 

Verse 6 And his heart was lifted up in the ways of the LORD: moreover he took away the high 

places and groves out of Judah. Verse 7 Also in the third year of his reign he sent to his princes, 

even to Benhail, and to Obadiah, and to Zechariah, and to Nethaneel, and to Michaiah, to teach 

in the cities of Judah. Verse 8 And with them he sent Levites, even Shemaiah, and Nethaniah, and 

Zebadiah, and Asahel, and Shemiramoth, and Jehonathan, and Adonijah, and Tobijah, and 

Tobadonijah, Levites; and with them Elishama and Jehoram, priests. Verse 9 And they taught in 

Judah, and had the book of the law of the LORD with them, and went about throughout all the 

cities of Judah, and taught the people. Verse 10 And the fear of the LORD fell upon all the 

kingdoms of the lands that were round about Judah, so that they made no war against 

Jehoshaphat. 
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Verse 11 Also some of the Philistines brought Jehoshaphat presents, and tribute silver; and the 

Arabians brought him flocks, seven thousand and seven hundred rams, and seven thousand and 

seven hundred he goats. Verse 12 And Jehoshaphat waxed great exceedingly; and he built in 

Judah castles, and cities of store. Verse 13 And he had much business in the cities of Judah: and 

the men of war, mighty men of valour, were in Jerusalem. Verse 14 And these are the numbers of 

them according to the house of their fathers: Of Judah, the captains of thousands; Adnah the 

chief, and with him mighty men of valour three hundred thousand. Verse 15 And next to him was 

Jehohanan the captain, and with him two hundred and fourscore thousand. Verse 16 And next him 

was Amasiah the son of Zichri, who willingly offered himself unto the LORD; and with him two 

hundred thousand mighty men of valour. Verse 17 And of Benjamin; Eliada a mighty man of 

valour, and with him armed men with bow and shield two hundred thousand. Verse 18 And next 

him was Jehozabad, and with him an hundred and fourscore thousand ready prepared for the war. 

Verse 19 These waited on the king, beside those whom the king put in the fenced cities throughout 

all Judah. 
2 Chronicles 17:6-19 

1) verse 6 His heart was lifted up in the ways of the Lord.  He took away the high places. 

Some who have riches and honour have hearts lifted-up but NOT in the ways of the Lord. 

Paul writes in 1 Timothy 6:17:  "Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not high-

minded."  That charge would not be there if the danger was not there.   

 

Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, 

but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy; 
1 Timothy 6:17 
 

McLaren: 

"The heart can be lifted up in two ways.  (1) With pride and self-sufficiency ,(which God hates).  

(2) With lowliness that is "set on high."  The first sets the heart on things on earth.  The second 

sets the heart on things above. Colossians 3:2.  

 

Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 
Colossians 3:2 
 

Another writes: 

"The man who the most loves God is the happiest in disposition and the most cheerful; as well as 

the most graceful in life."  I have seen these things in others.  One I name, Brother Oscar Forseth.  

What a faithful man.  What a happy man.  What a delightful man.  What a cheerful man.  Always 

singing.  I saw him upset, but once, and that when false doctrine was being proclaimed from a 

pulpit.  He loved God therefore he loved the truth. 

 

The secret of Jehoshaphats success:  His heart was lifted up in the ways of the Lord.  The 

Catholic Bible:  "His heart took courage in the ways of the Lord."  New American Standard:  

"He took great pride in the ways of the Lord."  In any event, we can see from what follows, he 

had convictions and the courage of his convictions.   
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He grew bold in HisGod and so he resists idolatry.  He took away the high places and the groves 

of idol worship.  In 1 Thessalonians 2:2, Paul says:  "we were bold in our God to speak unto you 

the gospel with much contention."  "Bold in God".  Notice that.  When one stands FOR 

something then of necessity one must stand AGAINST something.  And to do that takes Holy 

boldness.  To proclaim the truth is to resist error.  To stand for God we stand against the Devil.  

To promote light we dispel darkness.  I now marvel at the boldness of my mother.  Separated 

unto God made her bold in her God. 

 

But even after that we had suffered before, and were shamefully entreated, as ye know, at 

Philippi, we were bold in our God to speak unto you the gospel of God with much contention. 
1 Thessalonians 2:2 
 

Jehoshaphat with a heart set in the ways of God ,then stood up against the tide of idolatry in his 

day.  May God help us to do the same.  As now, so then, the king would be loved by some, but 

hated by others. 

 

3. 2 CHRONICLES 17:7-9  THE KING SENT OUT TEACHERS. 

Verse 7 Also in the third year of his reign he sent to his princes, even to Benhail, and to Obadiah, 

and to Zechariah, and to Nethaneel, and to Michaiah, to teach in the cities of Judah. Verse 8 
 And 

with them he sent Levites, even Shemaiah, and Nethaniah, and Zebadiah, and Asahel, and 

Shemiramoth, and Jehonathan, and Adonijah, and Tobijah, and Tobadonijah, Levites; and with 

them Elishama and Jehoram, priests. Verse 9 And they taught in Judah, and had the book of the 

law of the LORD with them, and went about throughout all the cities of Judah, and taught the 

people. 

2 Chronicles 17:7-9 

Five Princes.  Nine Levites.  Two Priests.  In the third year of his reign, (vs 7) Jehoshaphat was 

one of the first kings to recognize the importance of Bible instruction and Bible education. 

In verse 7  the names of the men appointed to teach are given.  Verse 9 tells us twice that they 

taught.  The Teaching staff included:  5 Princes ,or court officials.  9 Levites but ONLY 2 

Priests.  The order and listing is revealing.  Ezra.7:10, the priests were ordained of God to teach.  

Micah tells us that in his day, the priests were teaching for money.  Micah 3:11 

And it would seem that 200 years before Micah, the priesthood had become corrupt, so much so, 

that Jehoshaphat could only fine two worthy teachers among them.  Here the common Levites 

were spiritually above the priesthood.  Or in the language of today, the laymen were more 

spiritual than the clergy. 

 

For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the LORD, and to do it, and to teach in Israel 

statutes and judgments. 
Ezra.7:10 
 

The heads thereof judge for reward, and the priests thereof teach for hire, and the prophets 

thereof divine for money: yet will they lean upon the LORD, and say, Is not the LORD among us? 

none evil can come upon us. 
Micah 3:11 
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Wrote John Wesley White: 

"Actually as one reads the three papers here in Toronto (The Globe and Mail, The Sun , The 

Star) one is more likely to get a clear word from Christ, as to what it means to be born again by 

reading the testimonies of some Blue Jays in the sports pages, than by turning to the weekly 

"religious" page". 

 

In other words, John is saying, the laymen are better teachers of the true Christian faith than the 

so called clergy.  And like the priests in our lesson who should have been the teachers, they were 

not doing so.  It would seem that by the time of Jehoshaphat, the Nation knew little or nothing 

about the law of the Lord.   

 

McLaren: 

"Jehoshaphat did not issue royal commands, he sent out teachers to teach the Scriptures." 

We need to be reminded.  When God left us with a means of communication, He did so by 

giving WORDS to men.  These WORDS He preserved in a BOOK.  The WORDS of the Bible.  

The PLAN of the Book.  The ORDER of the Book.  Every idea in the Book was not what man 

intended but rather what God intended to communicate.  The very fact that God Gave a Book 

indicates: 1) He intended His people to READ it.  Note the word read: Deuteronomy 17:19,  

Nehemiah 8:3,8  Matthew 19:4,  1 Timothy 4:13  Revelation. 1:3.  A study of history will reveal 

that peoples who originally did not know how to readwere taught to read by missionaries who 

reproduced the Bible into the languages of the people.  In England, the Publication of the King 

James Bible in 1611, not only lifted England out of darkness and ignorance, it also stabilized the 

English language.  Friend God allows you and me to learn to read, so that we could read His 

Book. 

 

And it shall be with him, and he shall read therein all the days of his life: that he may learn to 

fear the LORD his God, to keep all the words of this law and these statutes, to do them: 
Deuteronomy 17:19 

 
And he read therein before the street that was before the water gate from the morning until 

midday, before the men and the women, and those that could understand; and the ears of all the 

people were attentive unto the book of the law.So they read in the book in the law of God 

distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to understand the reading. 
Nehemiah 8:3,8   
 

And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made them at the 

beginning made them male and female, 
Matthew 19:4 
 

Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. 
1 Timothy 4:13   
 

Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things 

which are written therein: for the time is at hand. 
Revelation 1:3 
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2) Not only did God intend his people to read, He plainly states He intended them to STUDY the 

Scriptures.  2 Timothy 2:15  is well known “study.”  1 Timothy 3:1,2 an elder is to be apt, able to 

teach.  2 Timothy 2:2  commit teach others also.  1 Corinthians 12:28  God hath set teachers.  

"The effect of Bible Teaching must be judged by its fruit over the years." 

 
Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 

dividing the word of truth 
2 Timothy 2:15 

This is a true saying, if a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work. A bishop 

then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to 

hospitality, apt to teach; 
1 Timothy 3:1,2 

And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to 

faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. 
2 Timothy 2:2   
 

And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after 

that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues. 
1 Corinthians 12:28   

 

Parker: 

"Whenever the Word of God has had free course, superstition has been swept away and human 

slavery abolished."  Think of the conditions in England ,Wales, Scotland before the Reformers 

came. 

 

Almost 50 years ago a few men sat together and talked about the great influence two weeks of 

concentrated Bible Study at a Camp Meeting had on individual lives and families.  As G.S. 

McLean would tell the story, "we men said if people’s lives can be transformed by two weeks of 

Bible study, what will six months do."  And with that the alone motive, The Full Gospel Bible 

Institute at Eston Saskatchewan came into being. 

 

In 1974, when J.B.C,was born, the motive was the same.  We believe Bible study can change 

lives.  So we pledge ourselves to teach the Bible.  Only the Bible.  We did not start a school for 

the purpose of creating ministries.  Bible schools do not make preachers.  God does that.  Bible 

schools do not make ministers.  God does that.  Bible schools do not make missionaries.  God 

does that.  But the study of the Bible will produce better Christians IF the students give 

themselves to it.  You can waste time in public school and in Bible school. 

 

Now we are being pressured by people to produce preachers.  We wish we could tell every 

believer, every saint:  To study the Bible is your privilege.  To study the Bible is your right.  To 

study the Bible is your responsibility.  Not to become a preacher.  Not to become a missionary.  

Not to become a pastor, but to be a better servant of Jesus Christ in any walk or calling in life. 
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The tendency to crowd out the Bible, in our homes, our Churches our Bible school is a very real 

and subtle thing.  We have stood against the trend.  And we want to continue to do so.  We need 

your prayer-support.  And our school need your financial support.  Because what our society 

needs is more men and women who are committed to the Bible  who know the Scriptures and the 

power of God. 

 

Do you feel that these few moments, this hour of study is profitable to you?  Think about it.  Do 

you not feel it is right to give others the opportunity for such study?  To study the Bible is the 

will of God.  To teach the Bible is the will of God.  That is why Jehoshaphat sent out teachers. 
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