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SCRIPTURE 2 CHRONICLES 18:1-34 

 

Verse 1 Now Jehoshaphat had riches and honour in abundance, and joined affinity with Ahab. 

Verse 2 And after certain years he went down to Ahab to Samaria. And Ahab killed sheep and 

oxen for him in abundance, and for the people that he had with him, and persuaded him to go up 

with him to Ramothgilead. Verse 3 And Ahab king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat king of Judah, 

Wilt thou go with me to Ramothgilead? And he answered him, I am as thou art, and my people 

as thy people; and we will be with thee in the war. Verse 4 And Jehoshaphat said unto the king of 

Israel, Enquire, I pray thee, at the word of the LORD to day. Verse 5 Therefore the king of Israel 

gathered together of prophets four hundred men, and said unto them, Shall we go to 

Ramothgilead to battle, or shall I forbear? And they said, Go up; for God will deliver it into the 

king's hand. Verse 6 But Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here a prophet of the LORD besides, that 

we might enquire of him? Verse 7 And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, There is yet one 

man, by whom we may enquire of the LORD: but I hate him; for he never prophesied good unto 

me, but always evil: the same is Micaiah the son of Imla. And Jehoshaphat said, Let not the king 

say so. Verse 8 And the king of Israel called for one of his officers, and said, Fetch quickly 

Micaiah the son of Imla. Verse 9 And the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat king of Judah sat either 

of them on his throne, clothed in their robes, and they sat in a void place at the entering in of the 

gate of Samaria; and all the prophets prophesied before them. Verse 10 And Zedekiah the son of 

Chenaanah had made him horns of iron, and said, Thus saith the LORD, With these thou shalt 

push Syria until they be consumed. Verse 11 And all the prophets prophesied so, saying, Go up to 

Ramothgilead, and prosper: for the LORD shall deliver it into the hand of the king. Verse 12 And 

the messenger that went to call Micaiah spake to him, saying, Behold, the words of the prophets 

declare good to the king with one assent; let thy word therefore, I pray thee, be like one of their's, 

and speak thou good. Verse 13 And Micaiah said, As the LORD liveth, even what my God saith, 

that will I speak. Verse 14 And when he was come to the king, the king said unto him, Micaiah, 

shall we go to Ramothgilead to battle, or shall I forbear? And he said, Go ye up, and prosper, and 

they shall be delivered into your hand. Verse 15 And the king said to him, How many times shall I 

adjure thee that thou say nothing but the truth to me in the name of the LORD? Verse 16 Then he 

said, I did see all Israel scattered upon the mountains, as sheep that have no shepherd: and the 

LORD said, These have no master; let them return therefore every man to his house in peace. 

Verse 17 And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, Did I not tell thee that he would not prophesy 

good unto me, but evil? Verse 18 Again he said, Therefore hear the word of the LORD; I saw the 

LORD sitting upon his throne, and all the host of heaven standing on his right hand and on his 

left. 
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Verse 19
 And the LORD said, Who shall entice Ahab king of Israel, that he may go up and fall at 

Ramothgilead? And one spake saying after this manner, and another saying after that manner. 

Verse 20 Then there came out a spirit, and stood before the LORD, and said, I will entice him. And 

the LORD said unto him, Wherewith? Verse 21 And he said, I will go out, and be a lying spirit in 

the mouth of all his prophets. And the Lord said, Thou shalt entice him, and thou shalt also 

prevail: go out, and do even so. Verse 22 Now therefore, behold, the LORD hath put a lying spirit 

in the mouth of these thy prophets, and the LORD hath spoken evil against thee. Verse 23 Then 

Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah came near, and smote Micaiah upon the cheek, and said, Which 

way went the Spirit of the LORD from me to speak unto thee? Verse 24 And Micaiah said, Behold, 

thou shalt see on that day when thou shalt go into an inner chamber to hide thyself. Verse 25 Then 

the king of Israel said, Take ye Micaiah, and carry him back to Amon the governor of the city, 

and to Joash the king's son; Verse 26 And say, Thus saith the king, Put this fellow in the prison, 

and feed him with bread of affliction and with water of affliction, until I return in peace.  

Verse 27 And Micaiah said, If thou certainly return in peace, then hath not the LORD spoken by 

me. And he said, Hearken, all ye people. Verse 28 So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king 

of Judah went up to Ramothgilead. Verse 29 And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, I will 

disguise myself, and I will go to the battle; but put thou on thy robes. So the king of Israel 

disguised himself; and they went to the battle. Verse 30 Now the king of Syria had commanded 

the captains of the chariots that were with him, saying, Fight ye not with small or great, save 

only with the king of Israel. Verse 31 And it came to pass, when the captains of the chariots saw 

Jehoshaphat, that they said, It is the king of Israel. Therefore they compassed about him to fight: 

but Jehoshaphat cried out, and the LORD helped him; and God moved them to depart from him. 

Verse 32 For it came to pass, that, when the captains of the chariots perceived that it was not the 

king of Israel, they turned back again from pursuing him. Verse 33 And a certain man drew a bow 

at a venture, and smote the king of Israel between the joints of the harness: therefore he said to 

his chariot man, Turn thine hand, that thou mayest carry me out of the host; for I am wounded. 

Verse 34 And the battle increased that day: howbeit the king of Israel stayed himself up in his 

chariot against the Syrians until the even: and about the time of the sun going down he died. 
2 Chronicles 18:1-34 

2 CHRONICLES 18  JEHOSHAPHAT'S NEAR RUIN. 

1.  2 Chronicles 18:1  His contract with Ahab. 

2.  2 Chronicles 18:2,3,  He is then led into conflict.  First he signs the agreement with Ahab.  

Then after certain years he is invited to visit Ahab.  Ahab had a plan and purpose in sending the 

invitation.  He spread out the red carpet.  Ahab prepares a great feast for Jehospaphat and his 

men.  And he had prepared his speech for the occasion.   

 

C.H.M. 

"Jehoshaphat is trapped.  When a Christian enters into a connection with the world, he lays 

himself open to be persuaded by the world to enter an unchristian cause.  The world never gives 

anything without making large demands.  It is safer not to be a debtor to the world" (end quote) 

The stage is set. Ahab asks Jehoshaphat to go with him to fight Ramoth-Gilead.  Ramoth-Gilead 

had been a city of refuge Deuteronomy 4:43.  It belonged to the Tribe of Gad on the east of the 

Jordon..  But at the time of Ahab it had fallen into the hands of Syria.  And Ahab desires to re-

take a city that belonged to Israel, so he asks for Judah's help.   
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We could say, Ahab was asking for help in a just cause.   

 

C.H.M. 

"Our enemy the Devil, does not come at first with something openly ungodly.  He had always 

found religious and benevolent objects most effectual in their influence upon God's people.  

Ahab you see, is only asking help in a good cause.  How soon we forget that because of his 

spiritual condition, Ahab could do nothing good, nothing that would be acceptable to God.  Titus 

1:16 says that unbelievers "are unto every good work reprobate". 

Romans 14:23  "Whatsoever is not of faith is sin" thus everything Ahab did was wrong. 

Ephesians 5:11 we are instructed to have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness but 

rather reprove them.”  And we can never reprove them by joining with them.  By making his 

agreement with Ahab, and by going with Ahab to Battle, a battle where he did not belong, 

Jehoshaphat almost lost his life!  What Jehoshaphat did was wrong because the principle was 

wrong. 

 

They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and 

disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate. 
Titus 1:16 
 

And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is not of 

faith is sin. 
Romans 14:23   
 

And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them. 
Ephesians 5:11 
 

C.H.M. 

"If the principle is unsound no matter the result, we should have nothing to do with it." 

 

Now look at what Jehoshaphat says in 2 Chronicles 18:3:  "I am as thou art my people are as thy 

people.”  So we will join in the war.  Oh, Jehoshaphat; you know what you said is not true!  But 

here was as ecumenical union.  "I am as thou art.”  There are evangelicals today who have fallen 

into this very thing. 

 

I quote Martin Lloyd Jones (Dedication Nov.Dec 1977) 

"We are not prepared to recognize all who call themselves Christian as being Christians. That is 

what these people are doing.  They assume that if a man says, "I'm a Christian", and he belongs 

to a Church, it doesn't matter what he believes; it doesn't matter what he denies, if he regards 

himself as a Christian they regard him as a Christian and they say its wrong on our part to say 

that any man is not a Christian if he says he is a Christian, irrespective of belief." 

 

Today we are being led into the ecumenical trap of putting all men, religious men that is, into 

one basket.  "I am as thou art" is being echoed everywhere. Ahab. you're worshipping Baal.  

Jehoshaphat, you're worshipping Jehovah, but so what?  As long as one is religious.  As long as 

one has a god.  It matters not what one believes or what one does! 
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C.H.M. 

"When a Christian joins the world, he is saying what Jehoshaphat said to Ahab, "I am as thou 

art.” 

 

Look ahead to 2 Chronicles 19:1,2 read it.  Here is a good question.  Here is a revealing question.  

The Prophet of God reveals that what Jehoshaphat said and what he did were 

both wrong.  There is another point here.  What Jehoshaphat did influenced others.  He 

did not go to battle alone.  

And Jehoshaphat the king of Judah returned to his house in peace to Jerusalem. And Jehu the son 

of Hanani the seer went out to meet him, and said to king Jehoshaphat, Shouldest thou help the 

ungodly, and love them that hate the LORD? therefore is wrath upon thee from before the LORD. 
2 Chronicles 19:1,2 

C.H.M 

" So long as we see him there we may make our minds at ease about the matter.”  We rationalize:  

"It can't be too bad or it can't be too wrong when such a good man as Jehospaphat is involved." 

 

C.H.M. 

"We are responsible before God to act upon principle let others do as they may.”  We know full 

well that good men go astray and do wrong things.  They are not, therefore, nor can they be our 

guides.  It’s before the Master we stand or fall. (John 21:21-22) 

What Jehoshaphat did, did not please, the Lord.  And what religious leaders are doing today, is 

not pleasing to the Lord. 

 

Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do? Jesus saith unto him, If I will 

that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou me. 
John 21:21-22 
 

3.  2 Chronicles 18:4-27  Here there is a contrast between the false and true prophets.   

a)  2 Chronicles 18:4.  Enquire of the Lord, says Jehoshaphat.  The very fact that the King makes 

this request, reveals that he was not at ease in his conscience.  What he does now he should have 

done before.  Too often, rather than ask God for direction in making our plans, we make our own 

plans and then seek God's blessing upon them. 

 

Verse 4 And Jehoshaphat said unto the king of Israel, Enquire, I pray thee, at the word of the 

LORD to day. Verse 5 Therefore the king of Israel gathered together of prophets four hundred men, 

and said unto them, Shall we go to Ramothgilead to battle, or shall I forbear? And they said, Go 

up; for God will deliver it into the king's hand. Verse 6 But Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here a 

prophet of the LORD besides, that we might enquire of him? Verse 7 And the king of Israel said 

unto Jehoshaphat, There is yet one man, by whom we may enquire of the LORD: but I hate him; 

for he never prophesied good unto me, but always evil: the same is Micaiah the son of Imla. And 

Jehoshaphat said, Let not the king say so. 
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Verse 8 And the king of Israel called for one of his officers, and said, Fetch quickly Micaiah the 

son of Imla. Verse 9 And the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat king of Judah sat either of them on 

his throne, clothed in their robes, and they sat in a void place at the entering in of the gate of 

Samaria; and all the prophets prophesied before them. Verse 10 And Zedekiah the son of 

Chenaanah had made him horns of iron, and said, Thus saith the LORD, With these thou shalt 

push Syria until they be consumed. Verse 11 And all the prophets prophesied so, saying, Go up to 

Ramothgilead, and prosper: for the LORD shall deliver it into the hand of the king. Verse 12 And 

the messenger that went to call Micaiah spake to him, saying, Behold, the words of the prophets 

declare good to the king with one assent; let thy word therefore, I pray thee, be like one of their's, 

and speak thou good. Verse 13 And Micaiah said, As the LORD liveth, even what my God saith, 

that will I speak. Verse 14 And when he was come to the king, the king said unto him, Micaiah, 

shall we go to Ramothgilead to battle, or shall I forbear? And he said, Go ye up, and prosper, and 

they shall be delivered into your hand. Verse 15 And the king said to him, How many times shall I 

adjure thee that thou say nothing but the truth to me in the name of the LORD? Verse 16 Then he 

said, I did see all Israel scattered upon the mountains, as sheep that have no shepherd: and the 

LORD said, These have no master; let them return therefore every man to his house in peace. 

Verse 17 And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, Did I not tell thee that he would not prophesy 

good unto me, but evil? Verse 18 Again he said, Therefore hear the word of the LORD; I saw the 

LORD sitting upon his throne, and all the host of heaven standing on his right hand and on his 

left. Verse 19 And the LORD said, Who shall entice Ahab king of Israel, that he may go up and fall 

at Ramothgilead? And one spake saying after this manner, and another saying after that manner 

Verse 20 Then there came out a spirit, and stood before the LORD, and said, I will entice him. And 

the LORD said unto him, Wherewith? Verse 21 And he said, I will go out, and be a lying spirit in 

the mouth of all his prophets. And the Lord said, Thou shalt entice him, and thou shalt also 

prevail: go out, and do even so. Verse 22 Now therefore, behold, the LORD hath put a lying spirit 

in the mouth of these thy prophets, and the LORD hath spoken evil against thee. Verse 23 Then 

Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah came near, and smote Micaiah upon the cheek, and said, Which 

way went the Spirit of the LORD from me to speak unto thee? Verse 24 And Micaiah said, Behold, 

thou shalt see on that day when thou shalt go into an inner chamber to hide thyself. Verse 25 
 Then 

the king of Israel said, Take ye Micaiah, and carry him back to Amon the governor of the city, 

and to Joash the king's son; Verse 26 And say, Thus saith the king, Put this fellow in the prison, 

and feed him with bread of affliction and with water of affliction, until I return in peace.  

Verse 27 And Micaiah said, If thou certainly return in peace, then hath not the LORD spoken by 

me. And he said, Hearken, all ye people. 
2 Chronicles 18:4-27   

C.H.M 

"It is mockery to ask God for guidance when we have made-up our own minds.”  How often we 

have done something, then felt ill-at -ease about it then gone to the prayer meeting wept before 

the Lord and then, wondered why he didn't hear us!  There are times when prayer is made when 

it is too late.  Ill. Joshua 7:10-11  The Lord said "Joshua get up..Israel hath sinned."  Isaiah 1:15  

"When ye make your prayers I will not hear your h ands are full of blood.”  There is a time to 

act.  There is a time to pray.  Too often we act before we pray, rather than pray before we act. 
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Acts 6:6  When they had prayed THEN they laid their hands upon them.  We need to learn this 

lesson well.  In all they ways acknowledge Him. 

 

Whom they set before the apostles: and when they had prayed, they laid their hands on them. 
Acts 6:6   
   

b) Ahab calls for HIS prophets.  Ahab soon gathered 400 prophets of Baal.     Perhaps the ones 

who ate daily at Jezebel's table 1 Kings 18:19.  Ahab had his own counsellors.  He had hired 

them all.  He paid their keep.  And they always remembered that!  They were willing and ready 

to come at Ahab's bidding.  And more, they were always ready to say exactly what Ahab wanted 

to hear.  There was never offense from these men.  They had become pleasers of men.  And Paul 

says, " If I should please men I cease to be a servant of Christ.” 

 

Now therefore send, and gather to me all Israel unto mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal 

four hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the groves four hundred, which eat at Jezebel's table. 
1 Kings 18:19 
 

There are people today, who like Ahab, will listen only to preachers who will tickle their ears.  

Preachers who tell them exactly what THEY want to hear.  And on the other hand their are 

preachers who only want to be crowd-pleasers and entertainers.  They are not concerned about 

speaking the Word of the Lord at all.  "Thus saith the Lord:" is not part of their preaching.  Such 

were these prophets of Baal.  To eat at Ahab's table they had to preach to please Ahab. 

 

c) 2 Chronicles 18:6  Jehoshaphat was not impressed by these false prophets.  What lessons are 

here!  Jehoshaphat knew the difference between the "true" and the "false" prophet.  And as we 

shall see, so did ungodly Ahab.  But notice first; Jehoshaphat makes another mistake. 

 

But Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here a prophet of the LORD besides, that we might enquire of 

him? 
2 Chronicles 18:6   
 

C.H.M. 

"Jehoshaphat acknowledges these men as prophets by what he says, he is putting his approval on 

their ungodly religion."  "We must it is said, be liberal.  We must not hurt peoples feelings.  

There are good men everywhere."  But this attitude can become a snare.  The secret desire to 

stand well with the world will lead to this careless method of dealing with evil.  The man who 

conforms to the world, will be the enemy of Christ and the enemy of Christ's people." 

 

Look at James 4:4  "Know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God. 

Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God."  How well this verse is 

illustrated in the story of this King.  Jehoshaphat became the friend and companion of Ahab, the 

enemy of God and as we shall see, some sad consequences follow.   

 

Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? 

whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. 
James 4:4   
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The Lesson.  There are true men of God.  There are many men of God, so   called, who are false, 

about whom we are given solemn warning in such scriptures as 2 Peter 2:1 and 2 Timothy 3:13 

 

But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among 

you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and 

bring upon themselves swift destruction. 
2 Peter 2:1 
 

But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived. 
2 Timothy 3:13 
 

There are so-called religious leaders, whose folly, in time, will be fully manifest. 2 Timothy 3:9  

They are as false as were these prophets of Baal. 

 

But they shall proceed no further: for their folly shall be manifest unto all men, as theirs also 

was. 
2 Timothy 3:9   
 

To illustrate. 

History books are filled with comments about the great CHRISTIAN leader Mahat Gandi, but 

how many have been told that he said, "he would be happy if he could die holding on to the tail 

of a sacred cow."  Men who declare such things do not sound like men of God to me! 

 

d) 2 Chronicles 18:7-8  The true prophet, Ahab hates.  Jehoshaphat ;"Is there not a prophet of 

God besides?  Ahab, "Yes there is ONE other prophet (note) a minority, but I hate him  because 

he never speaks good of ME.”  Micaiah, had established his reputation as a God-fearing and truth 

speaking man. 

 

Joseph Parker: 

"Ahab's denunciation is Micaiah's highets praise.” 

Says Mc Gee: 

"There are lots of Ahab's who hate the man who gives out the word of God.”  Paul writes in 

Galatians 4:16  "Am I then become your enemy because I tell you the truth? 

 

Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell you the truth? 
Galatians 4:16   
 

Parker: 

"The 400 voices of the prophets have said "go fight."  To Jehoshaphat there was a hollow sound.  

He said, "I miss the ring of truth."  Though we have heard many voices, yet we feel we have not 

heard the truth."  We must stop here. 
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