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BACKGROUND 

At the End of the Age of the Judges , Israel demanded a King(1 Samuel 8:1-22).  Because of the 

moral conditions at the time of Samuel's sons , the people of Israel desired a King.  But their 

motive was wrong.  They did not desire a king because they desired to be more spiritual , they 

desired a king so that they could be LIKE the Nations.(1 Samuel 8:5).  Like the Gentiles  .Like 

the world.  God had separated the Nation of Israel from the Nations in order that she be different 

, but she did not want to be different.  How like Christians who want to be like the world when 

God tells us plainly in Romans 12:2, "be not conformed to the world" and again in  2 Corinthians 

6:17"wherefore come out from among them and be ye separate saith the Lord.”  Desiring a King 

, we are told they were rejecting God (1 Samuel 8:7). 

 

And it came to pass, when Samuel was old, that he made his sons judges over Israel. Now the 

name of his firstborn was Joel; and the name of his second, Abiah: they were judges in  

Beersheba. And his sons walked not in his ways, but turned aside after lucre, and took bribes, 

and perverted judgment.  Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves together, and came to 

Samuel unto Ramah, And said unto him, Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways: 

now make us a king to judge us like all the nations. But the thing displeased Samuel, when they 

said, Give us a king to judge us. And Samuel prayed unto the LORD. And the LORD said unto 

Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto thee: for they have not 

rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not reign over them. According to all the 

works which they have done since the day that I brought them up out of Egypt even unto this 

day, wherewith they have forsaken me, and served other gods, so do they also unto thee. Now 

therefore hearken unto their voice: howbeit yet protest solemnly unto them, and shew them the 

manner of the king that shall reign over them. And Samuel told all the words of the LORD unto 

the people that asked of him a king. And he said, This will be the manner of the king that shall 

reign over you: He will take your sons, and appoint them for himself, for his chariots, and to be 

his horsemen; and some shall run before his chariots. And he will appoint him captains over 

thousands, and captains over fifties; and will set them to ear his ground, and to reap his harvest, 

and to make his instruments of war, and instruments of his chariots. And he will take your 

daughters to be confectionaries, and to be cooks, and to be bakers. And he will take your fields, 

and your vineyards, and your oliveyards, even the best of them, and give them to his servants. 

And he will take the tenth of your seed, and of your vineyards, and give to his officers, and to his 

servants. And he will take your menservants, and your maidservants, and your goodliest young 

men, and your asses, and put them to his work. He will take the tenth of your sheep: and ye shall 

be his servants. And ye shall cry out in that day because of your king which ye shall have chosen 

you; and the LORD will not hear you in that day. Nevertheless the people refused to obey the 

voice of Samuel; and they said, Nay; but we will have a king over us; That we also may be like 

all the nations; and that our king may judge us, and go out before us, and fight our battles.  
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And Samuel heard all the words of the people, and he rehearsed them in the ears of the LORD. 

And the LORD said to Samuel, Hearken unto their voice, and make them a king. And Samuel said 

unto the men of Israel, Go ye every man unto his city. 
1 Samuel 8:1-22 

And said unto him, Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways: now make us a king 

to judge us like all the nations. 
1 Samuel 8:5 

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye 

may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 
Romans 12:2 

Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the 

unclean thing; and I will receive you, 
2 Corinthians 6:17 

And the LORD said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto 

thee: for they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not reign over them. 
1 Samuel 8:7 

It is at this point in the history the man Saul appears.  On the surface, it is true, "God made 

choice for them , but it remains very clear-God did not choose this King for Himself but rather 

for the people.  In other words though God actually appointed Saul , Saul did not in the final 

analysis represent God's choice , but the peoples choice.  In choosing Saul, God picked for them 

the man who in all Israel came nearest to fulfilling their idea of what a King should be.  They 

chose a carnal man above a spiritual man.  Later in 1 Samuel 16:7 we are told  ,"Man looks on 

the outward appearance (when he makes a choice) but the Lord looketh on the heart" 

 

But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; 

because I have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the 

outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart. 
1 Samuel 16:7 
 

So if you would see a human choice from outward appearance, a choice made by men-then look 

long and well at Saul. see (1 Samuel 12:13).  Surely we are being taught that if we make our own 

choices we will likely be making trouble for ourselves.  I would remind you of the words of 

Jesus to the Pharisees Luke 16:14,15  "Ye are they which justify yourselves before men but God 

knoweth your hearts , for that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight 

of God.” You see, God does not see as we see.  So the question is:  Do you want your choice or 

God's choice?  Your will or His will? 
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Now therefore behold the king whom ye have chosen, and whom ye have desired! and, behold, 

the LORD hath set a king over you. 
1 Samuel 12:13 
 

And the Pharisees also, who were covetous, heard all these things: and they derided him. And he 

said unto them, Ye are they which justify yourselves before men; but God knoweth your hearts: 

for that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God. 
Luke 16:14,15   
 

"All to often young people in choosing their life partners look only at  the outside.  A handsome 

look, a pretty face, can lead to an infatuation which results in may years of joyless marriage.  

Pretty faces and well formed bodies unfortunately do not always go along with intelligent minds 

or healthful characters.” 

 

Proverbs 31,"favour is deceitful and beauty is vain but a woman who feareth the Lord, she shall 

be praised.”  So we ask more questions.  In the matter of a partner for life, have you really 

desired God's choice?  Do you, are you desiring and praying for God's choice?  That is all 

important. 

 

2. The FIRST THREE KINGS WERE. 

a. Saul for 40 years 

b. David for 40 years 

c. Solomon for 40 years 

We observe first of all that this is unique history each reigning for the same length of time.  And 

we shall also be observing that each of these kings failed in some way.   

 

11. HIS BEGINNING 

 

1. 1 Samuel 9:2  "choice young man.”  As a man, Saul looked good.  The outward 

appearance was there.  God seems to be telling us about Saul’s human advantages.  There 

are people to this day who seem to be born with advantage.  (The proverbial silver-spoon)  

Saul’s advantage led him to position.  Later , his position led him to power.  And it was 

when he had position and power his true character came to light.  "God help the man who 

abuses advantage and does not use it for the glory of God and for the good of others.” 
 

And he had a son, whose name was Saul, a choice young man, and a goodly: and there was not 

among the children of Israel a goodlier person than he: from his shoulders and upward he was 

higher than any of the people. 
1 Samuel 9:2   
 

 

2. 1 Samuel 9:3-20  "Led of God.”  For this part of Saul’s story we have an example of one 

of the consistent teachings of the Bible.  And it is this:  God uses what men consider to be 

ordinary affairs of this life to accomplish his purpose.  Saul's father has some donkeys.  

Not anything great!  The donkeys get lost.  What an outstanding event!  No , .what an 

ordinary event.  But God uses it.  Kish sent Saul to look for the donkeys.  But this event 

was God sending Saul to meet with Samuel.(verses 16).  Romans 8:28 can be applied 

here. This event was working together for Saul’s good.   
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And the asses of Kish Saul's father were lost. And Kish said to Saul his son, Take now one of the 

servants with thee, and arise, go seek the asses. And he passed through mount Ephraim, and 

passed through the land of Shalisha, but they found them not: then they passed through the land 

of Shalim, and there they were not: and he passed through the land of the Benjamites, but they 

found them not. And when they were come to the land of Zuph, Saul said to his servant that was 

with him, Come, and let us return; lest my father leave caring for the asses, and take thought for 

us. And he said unto him, Behold now, there is in this city a man of God, and he is an honourable 

man; all that he saith cometh surely to pass: now let us go thither; peradventure he can shew us 

our way that we should go. Then said Saul to his servant, But, behold, if we go, what shall we 

bring the man? for the bread is spent in our vessels, and there is not a present to bring to the man 

of God: what have we? And the servant answered Saul again, and said, Behold, I have here at 

hand the fourth part of a shekel of silver: that will I give to the man of God, to tell us our way. 

(Beforetime in Israel, when a man went to enquire of God, thus he spake, Come, and let us go to 

the seer: for he that is now called a Prophet was beforetime called a Seer.) Then said Saul to his 

servant, Well said; come, let us go. So they went unto the city where the man of God was. And 

as they went up the hill to the city, they found young maidens going out to draw water, and said 

unto them, Is the seer here? And they answered them, and said, He is; behold, he is before you: 

make haste now, for he came to day to the city; for there is a sacrifice of the people to day in the 

high place: As soon as ye be come into the city, ye shall straightway find him, before he go up to 

the high place to eat: for the people will not eat until he come, because he doth bless the 

sacrifice; and afterwards they eat that be bidden. Now therefore get you up; for about this time ye 

shall find him. And they went up into the city: and when they were come into the city, behold, 

Samuel came out against them, for to go up to the high place. Now the LORD had told Samuel in 

his ear a day before Saul came, saying, To morrow about this time I will send thee a man out of 

the land of Benjamin, and thou shalt anoint him to be captain over my people Israel, that he may 

save my people out of the hand of the Philistines: for I have looked upon my people, because 

their cry is come unto me. And when Samuel saw Saul, the LORD said unto him, Behold the man 

whom I spake to thee of! this same shall reign over my people. Then Saul drew near to Samuel in 

the gate, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, where the seer's house is. And Samuel answered Saul, 

and said, I am the seer: go up before me unto the high place; for ye shall eat with me to day, and 

to morrow I will let thee go, and will tell thee all that is in thine heart. And as for thine asses that 

were lost three days ago, set not thy mind on them; for they are found. And on whom is all the 

desire of Israel? Is it not on thee, and on all thy father's house? 
1 Samuel 9:3-20   

 

3. 1 Samuel 9:20-21  1 Sam. 15:17   "Little in his own eyes.”  The sad truth is that he did 

not remain so.  Romans 12:3;.  Philippians 2:3 ;  Galatians 6:3. 

 

And as for thine asses that were lost three days ago, set not thy mind on them; for they are found. 

And on whom is all the desire of Israel? Is it not on thee, and on all thy father's house? And Saul 

answered and said, Am not I a Benjamite, of the smallest of the tribes of Israel? and my family 

the least of all the families of the tribe of Benjamin? wherefore then speakest thou so to me? 
1 Samuel 9:20-21   
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And Samuel said, When thou wast little in thine own sight, wast thou not made the head of the 

tribes of Israel, and the LORD anointed thee king over Israel? 
1 Sam. 15:17 

 

For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of 

himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to 

every man the measure of faith. 
Romans 12:3 

 

Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other 

better than themselves. 
Philippians 2:3 

 

For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself. 
Galatians 6:3 
    

 

4. 1 Samuel 10:1-6  The Spirit came upon him and he "became another man. (note the 

prophetic details in the verses)   

5. 1 Samuel 10:9  Given another heart, therefore he was saved.  (1 Samuel 28:19). 

 

6. 1 Samuel. 10:10  Endued with the Spirit.  

 

Then Samuel took a vial of oil, and poured it upon his head, and kissed him, and said, Is it not 

because the LORD hath anointed thee to be captain over his inheritance? When thou art departed 

from me to day, then thou shalt find two men by Rachel's sepulchre in the border of Benjamin at 

Zelzah; and they will say unto thee, The asses which thou wentest to seek are found: and, lo, thy 

father hath left the care of the asses, and sorroweth for you, saying, What shall I do for my son? 

Then shalt thou go on forward from thence, and thou shalt come to the plain of Tabor, and there 

shall meet thee three men going up to God to Bethel, one carrying three kids, and another  

carrying three loaves of bread, and another carrying a bottle of wine: And they will salute thee, 

and give thee two loaves of bread; which thou shalt receive of their hands. After that thou shalt 

come to the hill of God, where is the garrison of the Philistines: and it shall come to pass, when 

thou art come thither to the city, that thou shalt meet a company of prophets coming down from 

the high place with a psaltery, and a tabret, and a pipe, and a harp, before them; and they shall 

prophesy: And the Spirit of the LORD will come upon thee, and thou shalt prophesy with them, 

and shalt be turned into another man. 
1 Samuel 10:1-6   

And it was so, that when he had turned his back to go from Samuel, God gave him another heart: 

and all those signs came to pass that day. 
1 Samuel 10:9 
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Moreover the LORD will also deliver Israel with thee into the hand of the Philistines: and to 

morrow shalt thou and thy sons be with me: the LORD also shall deliver the host of Israel into 

the hand of the Philistines. 
1 Samuel 28:19 
 

  

And when they came thither to the hill, behold, a company of prophets met him; and the Spirit of 

God came upon him, and he prophesied among them. 
1 Samuel. 10:10 

 

111  CONCLUDE  

Everything about Saul’s beginning is good.  "Many a man has opportunity but little ability.  

Some have ability but lack opportunity.”  But Saul had both ability and opportunity.  He was one 

in a million!  He was not an ordinary man as most of us are.  And God definitely touched his life.  

How deeply God touched him we do not know.  But the touch of God upon his life was genuine.  

And he had every reason to succeed. 
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