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We have been following the story of the Kings of Judah as found recorded in 2 Chronicles.  

Someone has said, the record in Kings is from man's side of history, while the record in 

Chronicles is from God's side.  And there certainly seems to be truth in that. 

 

We are now considering King Jehoshaphat.  And it is essential to repeat a few facts before going 

on. 

 

In 2 Chronicles 18:1  Jehoshaphat, who basically was a godly king, blundered when he joined 

affinity with Ahab the wicked king of Israel.  And he had almost lost his life in a war caused by 

Ahab. 

 

Now Jehoshaphat had riches and honour in abundance, and joined affinity with Ahab. 
2 Chronicles 18:1   
 

In Chapter 19, continuing the story; Jehoshaphat returns home from the battle in peace. As we 

said, no doubt he was glad the affair with Ahab was over and that he had come safely home. 

But as we note in 2 Chronicles 19:2, the prophet Jehu was there to rebuke the King.  And again 

we remind you of Revelation 3:19 where the Lord says, "as many as I love I rebuke and 

chasten."  And so by sending this prophet, God was manifesting his love for this king. 

 

And Jehu the son of Hanani the seer went out to meet him, and said to king Jehoshaphat, 

Shouldest thou help the ungodly, and love them that hate the LORD? therefore is wrath upon 

thee from before the LORD. 
2 Chronicles 19:2 
 

As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. 
Revelation 3:19 

 

 We will read Hebrews 12:6-11.  Read it and then let me insert the word rebuke into the passage.  

No rebuke, when received, brings joy.  That fits my experience, what about yours?  Every rebuke 

brings grief.  That too seems to fit my experience.  But the afterwards is what really matters.  If I 

am exercised by the rebuke and if I let God use it, the result will be peace and righteousness.  

Notice further the words, "every son" in Hebrews 12:6 and "all" in Hebrews 12:8.  The Lord 

chastens, rebukes every believer.  There are no exceptions.  Furthermore we learn from Hebrews 

12:10, that God's chastening ,God's rebukes, are always for our profit.  But then there is the 

warning in Hebrews 12:15.  We all without exception, must diligently beware that in the hour of 

rebuke we fail not of the grace of God and allow a root of bitterness to spring-up in our hearts 

and not only trouble us but others also. 
Page 1 of 5 



Verse 6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. 

Verse 7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the 

father chasteneth not? Verse 8 But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then 

are ye bastards, and not sons. Verse 9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which 

corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the 

Father of spirits, and live? Verse 10 For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own 

pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness. Verse 11 Now no 

chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth 

the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby. 
Hebrews 12:6-11 

Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up 

trouble you, and thereby many be defiled; 
Hebrews 12:15 

 

The Hebrews passage is a quote from Proverbs 3:11-18.  The Proverbs teaches that when the 

Lord corrects us, for whatever reason and by whatever means, it is also for the purpose of 

teaching us wisdom.  As we have seen, Jehoshaphat received the rebuke.  He was restored in his 

soul and when out again to restore others. 

Verse 11 My son, despise not the chastening of the LORD; neither be weary of his correction:  

Verse 12 For whom the LORD loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth. 

Verse 13 Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding.  

Verse 14 For the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof 

than fine gold. Verse 15 She is more precious than rubies: and all the things thou canst desire are 

not to be compared unto her. Verse 16 Length of days is in her right hand; and in her left hand 

riches and honour. Verse 17 Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. 

Verse 18 She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: and happy is every one that retaineth 

her. 
Proverbs 3:11-18 

2 Chronicles 19 :1-11 

1. King Jehoshaphat RETURNS from the battle.  2 Chronicles 19:1 

2.  King Jehoshaphat is REBUKED by a prophet.  2 Chronicles 19:2 

3.  King Jehoshaphat is then RESTORED.  2 Chronicles 19:4-11 

 

Verse 1 And Jehoshaphat the king of Judah returned to his house in peace to Jerusalem.  

Verse 2 And Jehu the son of Hanani the seer went out to meet him, and said to king Jehoshaphat, 

Shouldest thou help the ungodly, and love them that hate the LORD? therefore is wrath upon thee 

from before the LORD. Verse 3 Nevertheless there are good things found in thee, in that thou hast 

taken away the groves out of the land, and hast prepared thine heart to seek God. Verse 4 And 

Jehoshaphat dwelt at Jerusalem: and he went out again through the people from Beersheba to 

mount Ephraim, and brought them back unto the LORD God of their fathers. Verse 5 And he set 

judges in the land throughout all the fenced cities of Judah, city by city,  
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Verse 6 And said to the judges, Take heed what ye do: for ye judge not for man, but for the LORD, 

who is with you in the judgment. Verse 7 Wherefore now let the fear of the LORD be upon you; 

take heed and do it: for there is no iniquity with the LORD our God, nor respect of persons, nor 

taking of gifts. Verse 8 Moreover in Jerusalem did Jehoshaphat set of the Levites, and of the 

priests, and of the chief of the fathers of Israel, for the judgment of the LORD, and for 

controversies, when they returned to Jerusalem. Verse 9 And he charged them, saying, Thus shall 

ye do in the fear of the LORD, faithfully, and with a perfect heart. Verse 10 And what cause soever 

shall come to you of your brethren that dwell in your cities, between blood and blood, between 

law and commandment, statutes and judgments, ye shall even warn them that they trespass not 

against the LORD, and so wrath come upon you, and upon your brethren: this do, and ye shall not 

trespass. Verse 11 And, behold, Amariah the chief priest is over you in all matters of the LORD; 

and Zebadiah the son of Ishmael, the ruler of the house of Judah, for all the king's matters: also 

the Levites shall be officers before you. Deal courageously, and the LORD shall be with the good. 
2 Chronicles 19:1-11 

1. Notice what the king says to the judges.  2 Chronicles 19:5-7.  Read 2 Chronicles 19:6 

"Take heed what ye do."  The king had learned his lesson and now with a warm heart, tries to 

warn them of their dangers and pitfalls. 

 

1 Timothy 4:16  Paul writes to Timothy who had been twelve years in the ministry. "Take heed 

to thyself.”  Never did leaders of God's people need to hear these words more than 

today.  Teacher (LOP) take heed unto thyself.  Pastor, .take heed unto thyself.  You will not help 

me if you are not edified yourself.  Parents, .take heed unto thyself.  Your words will mean little 

or nothing to your children, unless your actions and works back them up. 

Grandparents,. take heed unto thyself.  Whatever you do, do not fail your grandchildren! 

 

Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both 

save thyself, and them that hear thee. 
1 Timothy 4:16   
 

In 2 Chronicles 19:7 the king says to the Judges: "Let the fear of the Lord be with you.” That’s 

good advise.  Sound, sane scriptural advise.  What we all need more of is that reverential fear of 

the Lord, which is the beginning of wisdom. 

 

Wherefore now let the fear of the LORD be upon you; take heed and do it: for there is no iniquity 

with the LORD our God, nor respect of persons, nor taking of gifts. 
2 Chronicles 19:7 
 

Recently prominent leaders in the Churches in Canada and the U.S.A have brought great shame 

to the Church of Jesus Christ.  WHY?  They have not had reverence and fear of the Lord. 

Jehoshaphat says, Judges ,remember the God you serve. 

a)  There is no iniquity, that is, unrighteousness with Him.  Thus, you had better do right because 

your God is right and you serve Him. 

b)  He does not respect persons.  There is no holding of men’s persons for advantage with Him.  

He treats all men as equals, you do the same. 
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c) God cannot be bribed.  .He takes no gifts.  Perhaps Jehoshaphat was remembering how he had 

been led into a trap by Ahab.  Ahab had killed sheep and oxen for Jehoshaphat in abundance.  

And that bribe had been the cause of the kings fall.  So now with tenderness, and with kindness, 

he warns the judges.  He could have said to them exactly what Paul said:  Remember, the love of 

money is the root of all evil, and if you covet after it you will fail in your service for God.  It is 

very evident that the king had learned a lesson and therefore with a sincere heart, endeavoured to 

teach others also. 

 

2. Notice how he charges the Levites.  2 Chronicles 19:8-11.   

1. Do in the fear of the Lord.  I need not repeat anything here. 

2. Do what you do faithfully.  In both O.T. and N.T. in any realm of service, in every 

realm of service but one thing is required.  1 Corinthians 4:2  "It is required in stewards 

that a man be found faithful."  And into my heart comes the Scripture,that asks:  "When 

the Son of Man cometh will he find faith ( and in that verse the word means faithfulness) 

on the earth?  And I learn ,a mark of the last days will be unfaithfulness. 

 

Verse 8 Moreover in Jerusalem did Jehoshaphat set of the Levites, and of the priests, and of the 

chief of the fathers of Israel, for the judgment of the LORD, and for controversies, when they 

returned to Jerusalem. Verse 9 And he charged them, saying, Thus shall ye do in the fear of the 

LORD, faithfully, and with a perfect heart. Verse 10 And what cause soever shall come to you of 

your brethren that dwell in your cities, between blood and blood, between law and 

commandment, statutes and judgments, ye shall even warn them that they trespass not against the 

LORD, and so wrath come upon you, and upon your brethren: this do, and ye shall not trespass. 

Verse 11 And, behold, Amariah the chief priest is over you in all matters of the LORD; and 

Zebadiah the son of Ishmael, the ruler of the house of Judah, for all the king's matters: also the 

Levites shall be officers before you. Deal courageously, and the LORD shall be with the good. 
2 Chronicles 19:8-11 

Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful. 
1 Corinthians 4:2   
 

On the day of judgment, one thing will be revealed, .were we faithful to the tasks given to us?  

Solemn question indeed! 

3. Whatever ye do, do it with a perfect (mature) heart.  Colossians 3:23 Paul says the 

same thing. "Whatsoever ye do ,do it heartily as to the  Lord and not to men.”  All this involves 

motive.  And I must testify that at no time in all my years of ministry has the Lord talked to me 

about motives of my heart more than He has this year 1989. 

 

And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; 
Colossians 3:23 
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When I get down to pray,. motives come before me.   When I have planned to go hold special 

meetings.  My motives come up!  Even in saying I would take these lessons for a time, has 

caused me to examine my motives in doing so.  Every decision I have had to make has been a 

challenge relative to my motives.  God knows I desire that they may be right. 

t. 

When we come to 2 Chronicles 19:10, Jehoshaphat warns the people not to trespass against the 

Lord.  And oh, how he must have felt what he was saying.  For Jehoshaphat had trespassed 

against the Lord, and now, with a restored and tender heart towards his people, he does not want 

them to do what he had done lest the wrath of God fall upon them.  Such warnings are acts of 

love.  That is why parents try to warn their children.  People need to be told by those who have 

learned by experience that ALL trespass, ALL sin, is basically against God.  As David said, 

"Against thee and thee only have I sinned." 

And sin offends God. 

 

And what cause soever shall come to you of your brethren that dwell in your cities, between 

blood and blood, between law and commandment, statutes and judgments, ye shall even warn 

them that they trespass not against the LORD, and so wrath come upon you, and upon your 

brethren: this do, and ye shall not trespass. 
2 Chronicles 19:10 
 

In the last verse of the chapter, 2 Chronicles 19:11, he concludes by telling them to deal 

courageously.  "Be of good courage", was the word from the king.  Be of good courage was the 

word to Joshua.  Be of good courage is the message to each of us.  Psalm 31:24 "Be of good 

courage, and He shall strengthen thy heart, all ye that hope in the Lord."  Psalm 27:14  "Wait on 

the lord, be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thy heart. Wait, I say, on the Lord.  1 

Corinthians 15:58  "Be steadfast unmovable always abounding in the work of the  Lord, for as 

much as ye know your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” 

 

And, behold, Amariah the chief priest is over you in all matters of the LORD; and Zebadiah the 

son of Ishmael, the ruler of the house of Judah, for all the king's matters: also the Levites shall be 

officers before you. Deal courageously, and the LORD shall be with the good. 
2 Chronicles 19:11 
 

Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your heart, all ye that hope in the LORD. 
Psalm 31:24 

 

Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the 

LORD. 
Psalm 27:14   

 

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of 

the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 
1 Corinthians 15:58    
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