
The Kings of Judah 

Jehoshaphat: The Battle is Won (Taking Home the Spoil) 

2 Chronicles 20:26-37 

Lesson XIII 

Written: January 28, 1990 
 

 

 

V. The PRAISE to God. 

 

4. 2 Chronicles 20:21..."then sang...praise the Lord for His mercy endureth forever." 

I begin the lesson today at the last phrase in verse 21.  These true Israelites went out to battle 

singing..Praise the Lord.  That indicates to me, they did not have their eyes fixed on their 

abilities, nor their army, nor their weapons of war, nor on their human strength. Their eyes were 

fixed on the Lord.  And that is the beginning of victory. 

 

And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed singers unto the LORD, and that 

should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army, and to say, Praise the 

LORD; for his mercy endureth for ever. 

2 Chronicles 20:21 

 

I am saddened when I say, I have seen precious people, supposedly praising the Lord, looking 

around to see who is looking at them praising the Lord.  There is a little "phariseeism" in all of 

us.  But if we are truthfully, if we are truly, praising the Lord, we are being totally occupied with 

Him. 

 

As most of you know, I have been raised in Pentecostal circles.  Therefore, I know more about 

Pentecostal people than I do about other denominational people.  I have found some of the 

greatest possible Christians in my circle of fellowship.  Of many, I can honestly say that they 

belong to that classification in Hebrews 11:38, "of whom this world was not worthy.".  But again 

I am saddened to have to add, I have found among our own Pentecostal kin another kind, I can 

best describe them as "actors.”  Perhaps as "chameleons", they change colour.  At Church they 

can really praise the Lord but on Monday, it is a different matter!  And this hurts all of us.  When 

this choir of which we read in 2 Chronicles 20:21 went out to "Praise the Lord", it was for real.  I 

repeat, their eyes were on the Lord. 

And when you really get your eyes on the Lord-.2 Corinthians 3:18, puts it in these words: "But 

we all with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, ARE CHANGED into the 

same image from glory to glory even as by the Spirit of the Lord." 

 

(Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens 

and caves of the earth. 
Hebrews 11:38 

 

And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed singers unto the LORD, and that 

should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army, and to say, Praise the 

LORD; for his mercy endureth for ever. 

2 Chronicles 20:21 
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But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the 

same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 
2 Corinthians 3:18 

 

I suggest that you can evaluate how real your praise is by the spiritual changes resulting in your 

life and living.  It is because of this principle, which I see so clearly in Scripture, I 

judge much praise in our Churches of today as being a very shallow thing.  All you have to do is 

listen to the conversations immediately after the services.  Is the talk about the hockey game?  

The foot-ball game?  The new home?  The new car?  The trip to some place?  OR is it about the 

Lord? 

 

When I was growing up the people I assembled with, left the meetings, greeting one another with 

the words, "Glory to Jesus" or "Praise the Lord" and it was real. 

 

One more thing in 2 Chronicles 20:21, before moving on.  "They praised the Lord for HIS 

MERCY endureth forever."  They went into battle trusting the Mercy of the Lord.  The Bible 

doctrine of mercy and the mercies of the Lord, is great indeed!  Ten times, the Psalmist speaks of 

the "tender mercies of God."  Beginning at Psalm 25:6.  Five is the number of grace.  Ten is 

double grace! 

 

And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed singers unto the LORD, and that 

should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army, and to say, Praise the 

LORD; for his mercy endureth for ever. 

2 Chronicles 20:21 

 

Remember, O LORD, thy tender mercies and thy lovingkindnesses; for they have been ever of 

old. 
Psalm 25:6 

 

When Israel went out to this battle, they were not counting on their goodness to help in any way, 

but they were resting their cause on the mercy of God.  Lamentations 3:22  "It is of the Lord's 

mercies we are not consumed."  The mercies of God are those things, we as human beings 

constantly enjoy.  Fresh air, free to all, that is a mercy.  Fresh water, what a supply has been 

given, that is a mercy.  Sunshine, we get too much we complain; we get too little we complain.  

A mercy, Matthew 5:45 "He maketh HIS SUN to rise on the evil and the good.  Moisture, rain, 

dew, now Matthew 5:45 "He sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust."  Health and strength are 

mercies from God and on and on we could go. 

 

It is of the LORD'S mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not. 
Lamentations 3:22   
 

That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on 

the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. 
Matthew 5:45 
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Romans 15:9  tells us that as Gentiles we are to glorify God for his mercy.  So when we praise 

the Lord for His mercy, our eyes will be, our eyes must be, totally fixed on Him. 

 

And that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy; as it is written, For this cause I will 

confess to thee among the Gentiles, and sing unto thy name. 
Romans 15:9 
 

Psalm 112:7  certainly fits into this story.  A good man, a man of faith shall not be afraid of evil 

tidings. ?  His heart is fixed trusting in the Lord.  That is pictured in this story. 

 

He shall not be afraid of evil tidings: his heart is fixed, trusting in the LORD. 
Psalm 112:7   

 

5. 2 Chronicles 20:22-23 cf 2 Chronicles 20:29  The victory.  Because of faith, while the enemies 

were encamped against them, Israel began to sing and praise the Lord.  C.H.M." Nothing but 

faith could sing a song of praise before the battle began." 

 

And when they began to sing and to praise, the LORD set ambushments against the children of 

Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir, which were come against Judah; and they were smitten. For the 

children of Ammon and Moab stood up against the inhabitants of mount Seir, utterly to slay and 

destroy them: and when they had made an end of the inhabitants of Seir, every one helped to 

destroy another. 
2 Chronicles 20:22-23 

 

And the fear of God was on all the kingdoms of those countries, when they had heard that the 

LORD fought against the enemies of Israel. 
2 Chronicles 20:29 
 

Remember, Paul and Silas were able to sing in their prison cell too.  Well, Israel sang and God 

took over the battle as the anointed man had said He would.  " ye shall not need to fight.."  As we 

have stated, what Jehu said was prophecy.  And if prophecy is true prophecy it WILL come to 

pass.  Deuteronomy 18:22 tells us that.  When God began to fight (2 Chronicles 20:29 tells us it 

was God fighting),very unusual things began to happen.  Israel's enemies destroyed themselves! 

 

When a prophet speaketh in the name of the LORD, if the thing follow not, nor come to pass, 

that is the thing which the LORD hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it 

presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him. 
Deuteronomy 18:22 

 

And the fear of God was on all the kingdoms of those countries, when they had heard that the 

LORD fought against the enemies of Israel. 
2 Chronicles 20:29 
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Remember the Exodus, chapter 14.  When God fought for Israel, He troubled the host of the 

Egyptians and took off the chariot wheels. 

 

Remember Joshua?  The sun did not go down so that Joshua could have a long day. 

The unusual happens when God joins in the battle.  When God takes charge of the battle, well-

trained, educated soldiers, men who are "giants" like Goliath, fall at the hands of untrained boys 

like David. 

 

I do not want to weary you, but I see a principle here.  I receive two leading Christian magazines.  

In Canada...Faith Today.  From the U.S. Christianity Today. 

These magazines represent the Evangelical world of our day.  And as I read the pages, I can see 

that "well-trained" men are expecting "better trained" men to bring great victories to the Church!  

I am not against training, but there is a danger in it.  Humans are temptedto rely on "Saul's 

armour" rather than on the smooth stones from the brook of God's Word.  For our battles today, 

the Church does not need better trained men, it needs better men; men who know their God.  

"God fighting for Israel" is another great theme in the Old Testament. 

He has done so in the past and Zechariah 14:1-5 teaches us that when Christ returns He will do 

so again.  But we cannot make that subject a part of this study. 

 

Verse 1 Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee. 

Verse 2 For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the 

houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the 

residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city. Verse 3 Then shall the LORD go forth, and 

fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle. Verse 4 And his feet shall stand 

in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of 

Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a 

very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward 

the south. Verse 5 And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains 

shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of 

Uzziah king of Judah: and the LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with thee. 
Zechariah 14:1-5 

6.  2 Chronicles 20:24-25  The spoils.  Her Judah moves in to gather the spoils.  "They were 

three days carrying home spoil, it was so much."  Like things have happened in Israel in our day.  

We have evidence of such after the 1967 war.  Again in 1982.  When Israel declared war against 

Lebanon, Russian-made equipment to arm a  million men was found.  It took four weeks running 

trucks 24 hours per day to carry home the spoil it was so much.  (I have the evidence of this)  

Someone has said: "A conqueror is one who wins by fighting. A more than conqueror is one who 

wins without fighting." 

 

Verse 24 And when Judah came toward the watch tower in the wilderness, they looked unto the 

multitude, and, behold, they were dead bodies fallen to the earth, and none escaped. 

Verse 25 And when Jehoshaphat and his people came to take away the spoil of them, they found 

among them in abundance both riches with the dead bodies, and precious jewels, which they 

stripped off for themselves, more than they could carry away: and they were three days in 

gathering of the spoil, it was so much. 
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Here in 2 Chronicles chapter 20 Judah was more than a conqueror.  Some writers think this was a 

horrible thing for Judah to go in and strip the dead bodies of jewels and spoil.  But again I 

remind you.  The enemies of Israel are the enemies of God.  Psalm.83. And they typify our 

enemies.  And by the help of our God we expect to carry home some precious jewels from our 

battle ground too! 

 

7.  2 Chronicles 20:26-28  Again, there is praise.  I do not want to be guilty of reading into these 

verses what is not intended, but I have been considering the whole passage very carefully. 

In 2 Chronicles 20:20; they rose early in the morning of the day of battle.  In 2 Chronicles 20:25, 

they were 3 days in gathering the spoil.  I would gather, three days AFTER the day of battle.  

Then in 2 Chronicles 20:26, and on the fourth day they assembled in the valley of blessing to 

bless the Lord. 

So counting the day of battle as day one.  Then three days of gathering spoil and now coming to 

the 4th day after the battle it is really the fifth day.  Thus  verses 20 through 26 cover five days of 

victory. 

 

Verse 26 And on the fourth day they assembled themselves in the valley of Berachah; for there 

they blessed the LORD: therefore the name of the same place was called, The valley of 

Berachah, unto this day. Verse 27 Then they returned, every man of Judah and Jerusalem, and 

Jehoshaphat in the forefront of them, to go again to Jerusalem with joy; for the LORD had made 

them to rejoice over their enemies. Verse 28 And they came to Jerusalem with psalteries and harps 

and trumpets unto the house of the LORD. 

.2 Chronicles 20:26-28   

 

And they rose early in the morning, and went forth into the wilderness of Tekoa: and as they 

went forth, Jehoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem; 

Believe in the LORD your God, so shall ye be established; believe his prophets, so shall ye 

prosper. 
2 Chronicles 20:20 
 

And when Jehoshaphat and his people came to take away the spoil of them, they found among 

them in abundance both riches with the dead bodies, and precious jewels, which they stripped off 

for themselves, more than they could carry away: and they were three days in gathering of the 

spoil, it was so much. 
2 Chronicles 20:25 

 

 

And on the fourth day they assembled themselves in the valley of Berachah; for there they 

blessed the LORD: therefore the name of the same place was called, The valley of Berachah, 

unto this day. 
2 Chronicles 20:26 

 

Five is the number of grace!  We do not wish to force the point, but is it not true that we only 

really bless the Lord when we see and realize that HIS GRACE has wrought a great 

work on our behalf?  These were days of mercy and grace, and when awakened to that 

fact, Israel blessed the Lord.  I have witnessed the blessing and praise to the Lord that have 

resulted when a congregation have entered into the truth, and join in singing, 
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"Marvellous grace of our loving Lord" and "Amazing Grace".  Some years ago at Eston ,God 

used that later hymn at a Convention to mightily bless the congregation.  And in turn, make the 

congregation bless the Lord.  We were in the Valley of Berachah ! 

 

In 2 Chronicles 20:27-28  They returned home with joy.  The Lord had made them rejoice.  

When men try to bless us there is no joy.  When the Lord blesses us, there is always joy. cf Luke 

24:52 and Romans 14:17.  And nothing can satisfy our hearts, and nothing can fill our hearts 

with joy more than the blessing of the Lord from His hand of grace. 

 

Verse 27 Then they returned, every man of Judah and Jerusalem, and Jehoshaphat in the forefront 

of them, to go again to Jerusalem with joy; for the LORD had made them to rejoice over their 

enemies. Verse 28 And they came to Jerusalem with psalteries and harps and trumpets unto the 

house of the LORD. 
2 Chronicles 20:27-28   
 

And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy: 
Luke 24:52 

 
For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy 

Ghost. 
Romans 14:17 

 

V1  THEN PEACE FOLLOWED. 2 Chronicles 20:29-34 

Verse 29 And the fear of God was on all the kingdoms of those countries, when they had heard 

that the LORD fought against the enemies of Israel. Verse 30 So the realm of Jehoshaphat was 

quiet: for his God gave him rest round about. Verse 31 And Jehoshaphat reigned over Judah: he 

was thirty and five years old when he began to reign, and he reigned twenty and five years in 

Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Azubah the daughter of Shilhi. Verse 32 And he walked in 

the way of Asa his father, and departed not from it, doing that which was right in the sight of the 

LORD. Verse 33 Howbeit the high places were not taken away: for as yet the people had not 

prepared their hearts unto the God of their fathers. Verse 34 Now the rest of the acts of 

Jehoshaphat, first and last, behold, they are written in the book of Jehu the son of Hanani, who is 

mentioned in the book of the kings of Israel. 
2 Chronicles 20:29-34 

2 Chronicles 20:29.  As when Jericho heard about the victories of Israel, they were filled with 

fear ( Joshua chapter 2) so now, the enemies of Jehoshaphat are filled  with the fear of Israel's 

God, not fear of Israel.  When God works the devil trembles. 

 

And the fear of God was on all the kingdoms of those countries, when they had heard that the 

LORD fought against the enemies of Israel. 
2 Chronicles 20:29 
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Bro. Tom Thulien used to say of Veteran Camp.  "We will have a good camp if we can get God 

to work."  His theology may have been in question by some, but what he meant was true. 

 

2 Chronicles 20:30  The Nation was given peace, quiet and rest.  Remember it is not the U.N.O.. 

It is not peace treaties.  It is not peace agreements.  It is the Lord who gives a Nation rest, peace 

and quiet. 

 

So the realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet: for his God gave him rest round about. 
2 Chronicles 20:30   
 

And we can pray that we might lead a "quiet and peaceful life in all godliness and honesty 1 

Timothy 2:1-  That is why we pray for leaders and governments.  But I tremble when I read from 

Timothy, because there is so little godliness in our Nation.  There is so much dishonesty in 

government and leadership.  I do not know how much longer we can have peace and quiet, we 

could easily be plunged into another war. 

 

I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be 

made for all men; 
1 Timothy 2:1 
 

2 Chronicles 20:31-34  Jehoshaphat lived a godly life.  But idolatry was not removed from the 

country.  And ultimately it brought the downfall of the Nation 

And Jehoshaphat reigned over Judah: he was thirty and five years old when he began to reign, 

and he reigned twenty and five years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Azubah the 

daughter of Shilhi. And he walked in the way of Asa his father, and departed not from it, doing 

that which was right in the sight of the LORD. Howbeit the high places were not taken away: for 

as yet the people had not prepared their hearts unto the God of their fathers. Now the rest of the 

acts of Jehoshaphat, first and last, behold, they are written in the book of Jehu the son of Hanani, 

who is mentioned in the book of the kings of Israel. 
2 Chronicles 20:31-34   

V11  CONCLUSION  2 CHRONICLES 20:35-37 

Verse 35 And after this did Jehoshaphat king of Judah join himself with Ahaziah king of Israel, 

who did very wickedly: Verse 36
 And he joined himself with him to make ships to go to Tarshish: 

and they made the ships in Eziongaber. Verse 37 Then Eliezer the son of Dodavah of Mareshah 

prophesied against Jehoshaphat, saying, Because thou hast joined thyself with Ahaziah, the 

LORD hath broken thy works. And the ships were broken, that they were not able to go to 

Tarshish. 
2 Chronicles 20:35-37 
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As he had done with Ahab, he now joins with another wicked King in a business venture. 

Over and over we are told that King Jehoshaphat had riches in abundance.  He did not need any 

more.  But he makes his last business deal to build ships to make more money. 

And God intervened and the ships were broken.  The business deal did him no good, but left a 

stain on his spiritual life.  May the Lord teach us the lesson.  We need to be weaned from the 

love of gain and money. 

 

Will you be remembered for your prayers?  Or will the last record of your life be about your 

business deals?  What is the subject of your conversation after Church? The Bible? The 

message?  The things of God? or your new house, your car, your boat your business. Temporal 

things or eternal things? 

 

2 Chronicles Chapter 21 

The chapter begins by telling us that Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers and was buried with his 

father's in the city of David. 

There is a tomb called "Jehoshaphat's tomb" in the valley of the city of David but no one is sure 

that it is the actual tomb of this king.  Revelation 14:13.  :Blessed are the dead who die in the 

Lord for they do rest...  When I sleep I rest.  

 

And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the 

Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works 

do follow them. 
Revelation 14:13 
  

 C.H.M. 

The dead rest.  Blessed dead.  They rest from their labours, their conflicts their snares and their 

temptations.  Thus it was with this king.   
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