
The Kings of Judah 

Jehoram: His Father's (Jehoshaphat) Folly 

2 Chronicles 21:1-7 

Lesson I 

Written: February 4, 1990 
 

 

Verse 1 Now Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the city of 

David. And Jehoram his son reigned in his stead. Verse 2 And he had brethren the sons of 

Jehoshaphat, Azariah, and Jehiel, and Zechariah, and Azariah, and Michael, and Shephatiah: all 

these were the sons of Jehoshaphat king of Israel. Verse 3 And their father gave them great gifts 

of silver, and of gold, and of precious things, with fenced cities in Judah: but the kingdom gave 

he to Jehoram; because he was the firstborn. Verse 4 Now when Jehoram was risen up to the 

kingdom of his father, he strengthened himself, and slew all his brethren with the sword, and 

divers also of the princes of Israel. Verse 5 Jehoram was thirty and two years old when he began 

to reign, and he reigned eight years in Jerusalem. Verse 6 And he walked in the way of the kings 

of Israel, like as did the house of Ahab: for he had the daughter of Ahab to wife: and he wrought 

that which was evil in the eyes of the LORD. Verse 7 Howbeit the LORD would not destroy the 

house of David, because of the covenant that he had made with David, and as he promised to 

give a light to him and to his sons for ever. 
2 Chronicles 21:1-7 

Although we begin an new chapter and the story of another King, we have not yet finished the 

story of Jehoshaphat.  In reading and re-reading this 21 chapter of Chronicles a few verses and a 

few statements seemed to stand out. 

Notice 2 Chronicles 21:3, (b)  But the kingdom gave he to Jehoram BECAUSE he was the 

firstborn. 

Notice 2 Chronicles  21:6,  He walked in the way of the Kings of Israel like as did the house of 

Ahab FOR (or because) he had the daughter of Ahab to wife." 

Then 2 Chronicles 21:7,  "Howbeit the Lord would not destroy the house of David, BECAUSE 

of the Covenant that He had made with David. 

" 

2 Chronicles 21:10,  "So the Edomites revolted from under the hand of Judah unto this day.  The 

same time also did Libnah revolt from under his hand BECAUSE he had forsaken the Lord God 

of his fathers. (Not his Lord, his father's Lord) 

 

So the Edomites revolted from under the hand of Judah unto this day. The same time also did 

Libnah revolt from under his hand; because he had forsaken the LORD God of his fathers. 
2 Chronicles 21:10 
 

2 Chronicles 21:12  And there came a writing to him from Elijah the prophet saying: "Thus saith 

the Lord God of David thy father, BECAUSE thou has not walked in the ways of Jehopshaphat 

thy father, nor in the ways of Asa King of Judah…”  

2 Chronicles 21:15..Thou shall have great sickness.   
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And there came a writing to him from Elijah the prophet, saying, Thus saith the LORD God of 

David thy father, Because thou hast not walked in the ways of Jehoshaphat thy father, nor in the 

ways of Asa king of Judah, 
2 Chronicles 21:12   
 

And thou shalt have great sickness by disease of thy bowels, until thy bowels fall out by reason 

of the sickness day by day. 
2 Chronicles 21:15 

 

HOW CAN WE GIVE THE RIGHT TITLE TO THIS CHAPTER? 

Sowing and reaping?  Cause and effect?  The way of transgression is hard?   

 

1.  2 CHRONICLES  21:1-3  OBSERVE THREE THINGS. 

Verse 1 Now Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the city of 

David. And Jehoram his son reigned in his stead. Verse 2 And he had brethren the sons of 

Jehoshaphat, Azariah, and Jehiel, and Zechariah, and Azariah, and Michael, and Shephatiah: all 

these were the sons of Jehoshaphat king of Israel. Verse 3 And their father gave them great gifts 

of silver, and of gold, and of precious things, with fenced cities in Judah: but the kingdom gave 

he to Jehoram; because he was the firstborn. 
2 Chronicles 21:1-3   

(1) 2 Chronicles 21:1,2  Jehoshaphat had seven sons.  Counting the names (although there 

are two named Azariah) it seems that Jehoshaphat had seven sons.  And even though 

Jehoram was made king, we read in 2 Chronicles 21:3, that his six brothers were all better 

men than he was.  As we will soon see, Jehoram was a very wicked man who turned his 

back on the God of his fathers.  Yet God allowed this wicked man to become king.  And 

immediately we are prone to ask why does God allow such wicked men to have authority 

at all? 

 

I do have an answer from Scripture.  Daniel 4:17  "The Most High (the possessor of Heaven and 

earth)  The Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whosoever He will, and 

setteth up over it the basest of men.  The Hamans.  The Herods 

The Hitlers.  The Stalins.  The Jehorams   And we still ask why?  And I can only answer: 

because these are the kind of leaders sinful men deserve!  Nations do not deserve better leaders 

or better governments. 

 

This matter is by the decree of the watchers, and the demand by the word of the holy ones: to the 

intent that the living may know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to 

whomsoever he will, and setteth up over it the basest of men. 
Daniel 4:17   

 

(2)  2 Chronicles 21:2 . Jehoshaphat is called the King of Israel.  Remember, at this time 

in history, we would say, Jehoshaphat was only king of Judah.  He was not, strictly speaking, 

King of Israel.  We have stated before, in the Book of Kings, there is a sense in which the history 

is recorded from the human side.   
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While in the Chronicles, history is recorded from God's viewpoint.  "God allowed the Northern 

Kingdom of ten tribes to exist, but He never acknowledged it, except as a "sinful kingdom."  

Later, in Amos 9:8 ,He would tell Amos to tell that Kingdom that it would be destroyed from off 

of the face of the earth.  And God did destroy it.  But God preserved a remnant from all the  

twelve tribes in Judah. None are or ever were "lost" tribes.  Therefore, in God's sight the 

Kingdom of Judah in which was the throne of David could rightly be called Israel, and 

Jehoshaphat rightly named the King of Israel.  For the Israel that God recognized was only in 

Judah. 

 

Behold, the eyes of the Lord GOD are upon the sinful kingdom, and I will destroy it from off the 

face of the earth; saving that I will not utterly destroy the house of Jacob, saith the LORD. 
Amos 9:8 
 

(3) 2 Chronicles 21:3 , Jehoshaphat made Jehoram king because he was the firstborn.  

According to 2 Kings 8:16, Jehoram had been reigning as co-king with his father before his 

father's death, which is recorded in the first verse of 2 Chronicles 21. 

 
And in the fifth year of Joram the son of Ahab king of Israel, Jehoshaphat being then king of 

Judah, Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat king of Judah began to reign. 
2 Kings 8:16 
 

The fact that Jehoshaphat had made Jehoram king BECAUSE he was the first born, reveals that 

Jehoshaphat had dim spiritual vision.  Although 2 Chronicles 22:9 tells us, " that Jehoshaphat 

sought the Lord with all his heart", in the matter of choosing his successor , he failed.  Let us 

take that lesson to heart.  Sincere men, God-fearing men, men of God, can, do, and have failed 

and made mistakes. 

 

And he sought Ahaziah: and they caught him, (for he was hid in Samaria,) and brought him to 

Jehu: and when they had slain him, they buried him: Because, said they, he is the son of 

Jehoshaphat, who sought the LORD with all his heart. So the house of Ahaziah had no power to 

keep still the kingdom. 
2 Chronicles 22:9 
 

It would seem that Jehoshaphat's eyes were blinded to an Old Testament fact.  Remember, from 

the very beginning of the story of the Kings, a King was instructed, not only to write out a copy 

of the Books of Moses, but he was commanded to read therein all the days of his life, that he 

may learn the fear of the Lord and keep all the words of this law.” That is found in Deuteronomy 

17:18,19. 

 

And it shall be, when he sitteth upon the throne of his kingdom, that he shall write him a copy of 

this law in a book out of that which is before the priests the Levites: And it shall be with him, 

and he shall read therein all the days of his life: that he may learn to fear the LORD his God, to 

keep all the words of this law and these statutes, to do them: 
Deuteronomy 17:18,19 
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So Jehopshaphat had those Scriptures.  But he failed to see that when God made choice of 

Leaders, He always set aside the first-born.   CAIN .the first born was set aside.  ISHMAEL ,the 

first born was set aside.  ESAU..the firstbron was set aside.  REUBEN.. the firstborn was set 

aside.  And it seems, had Jehoshaphat had spiritual vision or eyesight, he would not have chosen 

Jehoram simply because he was firstborn.  His choice was but a natural choice; it was not a 

spiritual choice.  And there is another lesson for us: 

Beware lest we make choices, simply on the basis of the dictates of our human nature. We may 

not have to choose a king but for us it may be: a business partner; a husband or a wife, and in 

these matters, it is better to make our choice on the basis of spiritual instruction than carnal. 

 

When God made choice of a King from Jesse's sons, He by-passed the first born and all the older 

sons, and chose David the youngest.  Jehoshaphat seemed to be blind to these facts.  So that 

leads us to ask a question: 

 

WHAT WAS IT THAT BLINDED THE EYES OF JEHOSHAPHAT? 

"He sought the Lord  with all his heart", could such a man go wrong?  As we concluded our last 

lesson, in 2 Chronicles 20:35-37, we noticed that even AFTER he had had a great spiritual 

victory, he made a last business deal.  Jehoshapahat had one great weakness. 

He loved to make money.  And the Bible teaches, "they that will be rich fall into temptation and 

a snare."  And more. 1 Samuel 12:3 , Samuel said; "Of whose hand have I received any bribe to 

blind mine eyes therewith..." 

He was certainly talking about spiritual blindness.  But perhaps we would not know this except 

for the words of Jesus in Matthew 6:22-24.  "The light of the body is the eye, if therefore thine 

eye be single (one motive) thy whole body shall be full of light.  But if thine eye be evil ( double-

motive see James 1: 8) thy whole body shall be full of darkness.  If therefore the light that is in 

thee be (become) darkness, how great is that darkness! 

And after this did Jehoshaphat king of Judah join himself with Ahaziah king of Israel, who did 

very wickedly: And he joined himself with him to make ships to go to Tarshish: and they made 

the ships in Eziongaber. Then Eliezer the son of Dodavah of Mareshah prophesied against 

Jehoshaphat, saying, Because thou hast joined thyself with Ahaziah, the LORD hath broken thy 

works. And the ships were broken, that they were not able to go to Tarshish. 
2 Chronicles 20:35-37 

Behold, here I am: witness against me before the LORD, and before his anointed: whose ox have 

I taken? or whose ass have I taken? or whom have I defrauded? whom have I oppressed? or of 

whose hand have I received any bribe to blind mine eyes therewith? and I will restore it you. 
1 Samuel 12:3 

Verse 22 The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be 

full of light. Verse 23 But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If 

therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness! Verse 24 No man can 

serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the 

one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 
Matthew 6:22-24 
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A double minded man is unstable in all his ways. 
James 1: 8 

And here is the interpretation, Matthew 6:24:  "No man can serve two masters; for either he will 

hate the one and love the other; or else he will hold to the one and despise the other-- 

And here is the punch-line:  "Ye cannot serve God and mammon (money)." 

 

Now when money becomes your master, then the Lord is not master.  Furthermore, if the Lord is 

really Lord and Master of your life, money will not be master. 

 

We remind you again of 1 Timothy 6:10  "The love of money is the root of all evil; That is part 

of the reason for it becoming a cruel master.  George Muller, in my opinion is an outstanding 

example of a man of God and a man of faith. (I confess I am not in his league)  In his life-time he 

raised thousands of dollars to house and support Orphan's in Bristol ,England without ever 

asking a human being for a penny.  He raised the money by talking to his God.  It is a beautiful 

story.  But many today laugh at George Mueller.  One preacher said: "Muller did not manifest 

faith, he manifest foolishness."  I disagree with that preacher.  No one could ever charge Muller 

with making merchandize of God's  people.. No one could ever charge him with abusing his 

rightful, authority in ministry. The Word of God was never blasphemed because of that man's 

faith. 

 

For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred 

from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. 
1 Timothy 6:10   
 

Like you, I am often shocked and saddened and sickened by some of the methods, the means, the 

gimmicks used today by Churches and by preachers to raise money. 

 

Of course money is necessary in the work of God.  But if we heed God's Word and God's ways, 

we will not need to substitute man's word and man's ways of raising money. 

 

One final observation in verse three. 

Jehoshaphat divided his riches and gave the other sons, silver, gold, precious things, and fenced 

cities we would gather, in which to dwell. 

They inherited earthly riches but as we shall see they were soon to leave it all behind.as their 

father had left it all behind.  One thing is sure; we bring no material wealth into the world when 

we arrive, and we carry nothing material out when we leave! 

 

Perhaps if we could communicate with Jehoshaphat now, he would tell us that if he could live his 

life over again he would be more concerned about leaving spiritual benefits to his boys than 

merely carnal, material things.  That is one thing I am indeed thankful for today.  My parents 

were more concerned about the spiritual welfare of their children than anything else.  May we 

leave more than gold and silver behind for our children!  
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