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5.  2 CHRONICLES 21: 12-13 A WRITING FROM ELIJAH. 

 

Verse 12 And there came a writing to him from Elijah the prophet, saying, Thus saith the LORD 

God of David thy father, Because thou hast not walked in the ways of Jehoshaphat thy father, nor 

in the ways of Asa king of Judah,  Verse 13 But hast walked in the way of the kings of Israel, and 

hast made Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to go a whoring, like to the whoredoms of the 

house of Ahab, and also hast slain thy brethren of thy father's house, which were better than 

thyself: 
2 Chronicles 21:12-13 

1  The writer is Elijah. 

As we stated last week, Elijah was no longer on earth when this letter was read.  It was written 

by Elijah and written to be read AFTER Elijah was gone.   

First Lesson. 

Even though he was no longer on the earth, Elijah's work was not finished at the time of his 

departure.  We learn from the New Testament that rewards will be given when the Lord returns. 

Revelation 22:12  And why is this?  Because what we do in our life-time will either be producing 

good fruit or bad fruit until the Lord comes. 

 

And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his 

work shall be. 
Revelation 22:12   
 

To Illustrate. 

I believe that because we are still being helped by the writings of Isaac Watts, C.H. Spurgeon, 

Joseph Parker, Fanny Crosby and a host of others, rewards are still being added to their accounts.  

On the other hand, those writings left behind that propagate heresy and error are still being 

added-up against the writers as "loss" and not "reward." I give one example.  Ellen G. White, 

whose writings are still leading people into error.  (See Christianity Today, February5,1990) 

 

My hearts cry: "Oh Lord keep my spirit right.  Keep my heart true.  Keep me only in the right 

path so that I only speak and write the truth. 
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2. The writing was from God. 

2  Chronicles 21:12, "Thus saith the Lord God"  I really do not think I fully appreciate that.  

Perhaps I should say, I do not fully realize that!  I have prayed over these lines.  "Lord, help me 

to not miss anything here".  I need to feel these facts.  Jehoram in reality, received a letter from 

God!  And what does that letter have to say to me?  All this has been written for MY learning 

and yours. 

 

And there came a writing to him from Elijah the prophet, saying, Thus saith the LORD God of 

David thy father, Because thou hast not walked in the ways of Jehoshaphat thy father, nor in the 

ways of Asa king of Judah, 
2 Chronicles 21:12 
 

3. 2 Chronicles 21:12, "Because thou hast not walked in the ways of Jehoshaphat thy father, nor 

in the ways of Asa King of Judah.."  The Lord had taken note of the way Jehopshaphat and Asa 

had walked.  Enoch walked with God..Genesis 5:24.  None of his failures are recorded, but that 

does not mean he had none.  Noah walked with God.  Genesis 6:9 But he also got drunk. Genesis 

9:21.  Asa walked with God. 2 Chronicles 14:2, but he also did foolishly.  2 Chronicles16:9.  

Jehoshaphat sought the Lord with all his heart 2 Chronicles 22:9, but he also made some foolish 

business deals.  2 Chronicles 18:1 

 

And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him. 
Genesis 5:24 
 

These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and 

Noah walked with God. 
Genesis 6:9 

 

And he drank of the wine, and was drunken; and he was uncovered within his tent. 
Genesis 9:21 
 

And Asa did that which was good and right in the eyes of the LORD his God: 
2 Chronicles 14:2 
 

For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to shew himself strong in the 

behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him. Herein thou hast done foolishly: therefore 

from henceforth thou shalt have wars. 
2 Chronicles16:9 
 

And he sought Ahaziah: and they caught him, (for he was hid in Samaria,) and brought him to 

Jehu: and when they had slain him, they buried him: Because, said they, he is the son of 

Jehoshaphat, who sought the LORD with all his heart. So the house of Ahaziah had no power to 

keep still the kingdom. 
2 Chronicles 22:9 
 

Now Jehoshaphat had riches and honour in abundance, and joined affinity with Ahab. 
2 Chronicles 18:1 
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Now when the Lord would speak to King Jehoram, the Lord could have said:  "Your father was 

not perfect.  Your grandfather was not perfect."  But he said, "King Jehoram, your fathers 

WAYS were right and your grandfathers WAYS were right.  Jehorm, you were raised by a godly 

father and a godly grandfather.  And for that reason alone, you should have been a godly man.  

Jehoram, you departed from the WAYS of your fathers, when you knew their WAYS were right. 

 

I do not desire to over emphasize a point, nor do I want to be unduly personal,  But we must 

restate this fact.  God holds sons and daughters of godly parents responsible for what they do 

with their life, in this life.  To walk in the ways of godly parents has the approval of God.  Not to 

walk in the ways of godly parents brings judgment from the hand of God in time and in eternity. 

 

As we go on with this story and see the severity of God's judgments upon Jehoram during the 

years of his life on earth, well might we ask: What will it be for him in the next phase of his life?  

Now if your parents were not godly, God will hold them, not you, responsible 

for that.  If they were, and you have followed their foot-steps, you can expect the guiding hand of 

God upon your life.  Here is where I must become personal again. 

 

I had parents whose one desire was to walk with God.  They were not perfect, and I knew it.  I 

am not perfect and I know that too.  I and they were only sinners saved by grace; 

But they taught me and they led me in ways that are right.  And now that I have reached the 

"well stricken in years" stage of my life, I have great personal satisfaction in knowing, that by 

God's Grace, I have not departed from the ways of my parents.  They were trail-blazers before 

me.  Their parents, my grandparents, had failed to walk in godly paths, but my parents, saved in 

revival, set a standard, in devotion, in duty, in doctrine, in deportment, from which by the grace 

of God, their children have not departed. And according to this text, God observes that. 

 

When I see Wally, Ruby, Katie, Alice in this Church, how glad I am that they have followed in 

the ways of their parents, but the greater fact is, not that I am pleased, but that God is pleased by 

such.  I know that, from this text. 

 

When sons and daughters turn-away from the ways of their godly parents, no doubt the major 

cause is rebellion.  see 1 Samuel 15:23 

Since the early 1960's in the western world especially, we have seen a generation arise that has 

now rejected every standard set by the generation before them.  By way of example I quote from 

the Province, February 13,1990:  One statement (there are more) "Nearly two thirds of 

Canadians say premarital sex is O.K."  That is a departure from the ways of our fathers.  Jehoram 

is not alone! 

 

For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because 

thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king. 
1 Samuel 15:23 
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3. 2 Chronicles 21:13  "But hast walked in the WAYS of the Kings of Israel."  Here is another 

lesson.  God not only keeps record of the ways that are right, He knows and keeps record of the 

ways that are wrong.  And he allows both to exists side by side for each generation. 

 

But hast walked in the way of the kings of Israel, and hast made Judah and the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem to go a whoring, like to the whoredoms of the house of Ahab, and also hast slain thy 

brethren of thy father's house, which were better than thyself: 
2 Chronicles 21:13   
 

WHY IS THIS? 

Every man has a choice, and every man must finally choose the way he will go.  But no man 

knows the end result of a wrong choice.  There are verses in Isaiah 66:3,4 that best illustrate this 

lesson.  Isaiah 66:3 in part. ."they have chosen their own way.."  Isaiah 66:4  "I also will choose 

their delusions."  Men may choose the wrong ways in life, but men do not choose the 

consequences that follow.  God is the One who makes that choice and our lesson illustrates that 

fact. 

 

Verse 3 He that killeth an ox is as if he slew a man; he that sacrificeth a lamb, as if he cut off a 

dog's neck; he that offereth an oblation, as if he offered swine's blood; he that burneth incense, as 

if he blessed an idol. Yea, they have chosen their own ways, and their soul delighteth in their 

abominations. Verse 4 I also will choose their delusions, and will bring their fears upon them; 

because when I called, none did answer; when I spake, they did not hear: but they did evil before 

mine eyes, and chose that in which I delighted not. 
Isaiah 66:3,4 
 

V1. 2 CHRONICLES 21:14-15 THE PROPHECY IN THE LETTER. 

Verse 14  Behold, with a great plague will the LORD smite thy people, and thy children, and thy 

wives, and all thy goods: Verse 15 And thou shalt have great sickness by disease of thy bowels, 

until thy bowels fall out by reason of the sickness day by day 
2 Chronicles 21:14-15 

2 Chronicles 21:14, "Behold, with a great plague will the Lord smite (not the Devil),the Lord, 

thy people, thy children, thy wives and thy gods.  And we say, God is not fair!  Smite Jehoram, 

but why smite the children?  But let us face facts as they are.  Children have and do suffer 

because of the sins of their parents.  While we were in Seattle, November. 19,1989, we sat in an 

eating place beside a lady with a 6 month old baby.  We heard her tell her neighbour, "I lived 

with a guy for 4 years, and when he found out I was pregnant ,he took off."  I need say no more.  

That baby will suffer because of sin.  Don't blame 

God! 

 

Break God's rules for living and be prepared to suffer the consequences.  And those 

consequences always go beyond one's self and touch and hurt others.   
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2 Chronicles 21:15.  What a prophecy!  What a promise!  "Thou wilt have great sickness by 

disease of thy bowels until thy bowels fall out by reason of the sickness day by day." 

 

Few people die as this man died.  The man is promised a lingering death.  An awful death.  

Sudden death is nothing to a lingering death.  And remember, this announcement came from 

God.  The devil is not in control of events, good or bad, God is. 

 

7   2 CHRONICLES 21: 16-17  THE WAR. 

Verse 16 Moreover the LORD stirred up against Jehoram the spirit of the Philistines, and of the 

Arabians, that were near the Ethiopians: Verse 17 And they came up into Judah, and brake into it, 

and carried away all the substance that was found in the king's house, and his sons also, and his 

wives; so that there was never a son left him, save Jehoahaz, the youngest of his sons. 
2 Chronicles 21:16-17 

Here God begins to fulfill the prophecy in that letter.  After Elijah's letter arrived, and after the 

letter was read, perhaps the King, being very secure in his kingdom, scoffed at the message.  

Perhaps his court jester wrote an editorial in the daily paper.  BUT THEN, the Lord stirred-up 

the Philistines, the Arabians, and the Ethiopians against the King.  They came and did what the 

prophet had written.  They came into Judah.  They carried away all the Kings substance.  They 

spoiled his gods.  Then they slew his sons.  Then they slew his wives.  Only his youngest son 

escaped.  God would not allow the Seed of David to be totally removed from the earth. 

 

So for Jehoram, war came.  War is a consequence of a Nation's sin.  War is always God's 

judgment on Nations in time for their sins.  The Bible is clear on that point.  Never forget that 

when you hear the world news.  Men may say they hate war. Men may cry for peace. And they 

may work for peace but there will always be war as long as there is sin and especially the sin of 

idolatry. 

 

I do not believe there has ever been a greater world-wide effort to bring peace to this world than 

there is at this present hour.  And peace will come!  But it will be a falsepeace a peace that 

cannot last long.  1 Thessalonians 5:3 will be fulfilled:  "When they shall say peace and safety, 

THEN sudden destruction.  Man's sin will bring that about. 

 

For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail 

upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. 
1 Thessalonians 5:3 
 

8.  2 CHRONICLES  21: 18-20  JEHORAM"S DEATH. 

Verse 18 And after all this the LORD smote him in his bowels with an incurable disease.  

Verse 19 And it came to pass, that in process of time, after the end of two years, his bowels fell 

out by reason of his sickness: so he died of sore diseases. And his people made no burning for 

him, like the burning of his fathers. 
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Verse 20 Thirty and two years old was he when he began to reign, and he reigned in Jerusalem 

eight years, and departed without being desired. Howbeit they buried him in the city of David, 

but not in the sepulchres of the kings. 
2 Chronicles 21:18-20 

 

And now, God fulfills to the very letter, the writing of Elijah.  God always fulfills genuine 

prophecy.  And God always fulfills genuine prophecy literally.  Never forget that! 

First, after all this: After he had lost his gods.  After he had lost his wives.  After he had lost his 

family, all at the hand of God.  And when you lose from God's hand you really lose!  After all 

this, then the LORD smote him with a disease in his bowels that was incurable.  And Elijah had 

predicted that.  Men say it was cancer.  God says it was incurable.  No doctor, no medicine, no 

hospital, no surgery could help or cure his case.  Says Parker: "All our cures are temporary at the 

best.  There is but one disease really incurable and that is the disease of sin.  Men cannot cure 

that.  God cannot cure sin.  "The wages of sin is death."  Must man then die for his sin?  Yes, in 

one of two ways.  God does not cure sin, He destroys it. 

God cannot change the nature of sin but he can burn it!  Only life can conquor death! Here is a 

mystery, that life should come by death" end quote. 

 

So we either die in and for our own sin OR we accept the Death of Christ in our place for our sin.  

And Christ's death is God's ONLY ANSWER for man's sin. 

 

Now notice    2 Chronicles 21:19  "And it came to pass in the process of time, after the end of 

two years..."Two very long years.  I knew a man who fell from a roof onto a protruding rod in 

the ground.  The rod passed through his bowels.  He lived for ten days. 

And it was reported that the doctors and the nurses could hardy attend him because the stench 

was so terrible.  In the case of Jehoram, for two years his bowels were falling out of his body.  I 

pity the nurses and the doctors who attended him.  What they had to endure we can only imagine.  

Men usually don't praise God when they are in great pain! 

 

Revelation 16:10-11 says:  "And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast, and 

they gnawed their tongues for pain, and blasphemed the God of Heaven because of their pains 

and their sores, and repented not of their deeds." 

These verses describe the actions of Jehoram for two full years. 

I helped a doctor set a man's broken leg one time, and all the time the doctor was working, that 

man was cursing the doctor. 

 

And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was full of 

darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain, And blasphemed the God of heaven because of 

their pains and their sores, and repented not of their deeds. 
Revelation 16:10-11 
 

Further in 2 Chronicles 21:19  "So he died of sore diseases  And his people made no burning for 

him like the burning of his fathers." 
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Reading the book "Caesar and Christ" pages 123-127, I read the following about Sulla the 

Roman Dictator, and as I read I thought about Jehoram.  The one story is complimentary to the 

other.  Sulla, "was a jolly companion and a generous friend, devoted to wine, women ,battle and 

song.  He lived extravagantly.  He believed in no gods but many superstitions.  At 58 he 

developed an ulcer of the colon so severe that the "corrupt flesh broke out into lice.  Many men 

were employed day and night in destroying them, but they so multiplied that not only his clothes, 

baths, basins, but his very food waspolluted with them.  He died of intestinal hemorrhage after 

hardly a year of retirement in 78  B.C. 

 

2 Chronicles 21:20 is indeed a sad verse but true.  "Thirty two years old was he when he began to 

reign, and he reigned 8 years in Jerusalem.  So at the time of death he was only 40 years of age.  

Life begins at forty?  Not for this man.  "He departed without being desired. 

 

McGee,  “Good riddance of bad rubbish.”. 

Parker:  “No man wanted him to live any longer.  Is it possible for us to so live that people will 

be glad when we die?  A man may so live in his own house that the house will be happier for his 

absence. (I have known such men) 

 

How are we going to die?  That is a good question. 

 

This 20th verse can only mean that ALL were glad when this king died.  Were any lies told at his 

funeral?  Or do the words indicate that they did not even have a funeral for him?  In 1 Samuel 

25:1 we read, "When Samuel died, all the Israelites were gathered together to lament him."  They 

were sorry to see  him die.  They were poorer because of his death.  He had so lived that he was 

sadly missed.  They did not weep for Samuel, they wept for themselves.  2 Chronicles 32:33  

When Hezekiah died, "ALL Israel did him honour at his death" 

 

And Samuel died; and all the Israelites were gathered together, and lamented him, and buried 

him in his house at Ramah. And David arose, and went down to the wilderness of Paran. 
1 Samuel 25:1 
 

And Hezekiah slept with his fathers, and they buried him in the chiefest of the sepulchres of the 

sons of David: and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem did him honour at his death. And 

Manasseh his son reigned in his stead. 
2 Chronicles 32:33   
 

2 Samuel 3:38  When Abner was killed, David said to his servants, "know ye not that there is a 

prince and a great man fallen this day in Israel?  The Bible records the death of some great men.  

I have often been blessed reading the account of the death of Jacob in Genesis chapters 49,50. He 

blessed all his children and grandchildren then died.  HOW will you die?  Like Jacob or like 

Jehoram?  

 

And the king said unto his servants, Know ye not that there is a prince and a great man fallen this 

day in Israel? 
2 Samuel 3:38 
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