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1. SAUL'S BACKGROUND 

 

He came on the scene at the end of the time of the Judges. (Judges.21:25)  When every man did 

what was right in his own eyes.  That would be a difficult time to govern. 

 

In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes. 
Judges.21:25 
 

 

11. SAUL'S BEGINNING 

 

As we looked at these things we observe that basically all was good.  Sidlow Baxter wrote:"In 

some ways he was a big man.  In some ways he was a very small man.  In some ways he was 

handsome, in some ways he was ugly.  In some ways he was a giant and in some ways he was a 

dwarf.  At times he was anointed of God at times he was possessed of the Devil.  He was a king 

but he was also a slave.” 

Perhaps he pictures each of us more often than we care to admit!   

 

111. SAUL'S BACKSLIDINGS 

 

1. He does foolishly.  Read 1 Samuel 13:8-14  Observe a principle here.  1 Samuel. 9:27  Saul 

was told to stand still or wait.  1 Samuel 12:7   "stand still" or wait.  1 Samuel 10:8  wait for 

seven days.  1 Samuel 13:8  Isaiah 40:31  "they that wait..."  We believe that there is a principle 

to be observed.  Learning to wait on God is another important lesson found in ALL Scripture.  

To Illustrate:  In Genesis 12:1-3  God had promised a seed to Abraham.  Abraham waited ten 

years , still no seed.  At that time God renewed the promise. Genesis 12-6.  When Abraham 

communed with Sarah ,Sarah could not wait any longer.  The result-Ishmael was born. Genesis 

16:1,2.  And we know that Ishmael has been the cause of continued heartache for the people of 

Israel. All because they did not wait on God's time.  Again Exodus 24:12-18(Read). 

First, God said to Moses, "BE THERE".  Firm command!  Moses had to wait 6 days, then God 

appeared to him.  But in verse 14 Moses told Aaron and the Leaders of Israel to wait his return. 

And Moses was gone for 40 days.  Now Exodus 32:1  "When the people saw that Moses delayed 

they said "make us gods"  The result, Exodus 32:2-6, the golden calf.  A human invention that 

led people into false worship.  Because they did not, could not would not wait on God! 
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And he tarried seven days, according to the set time that Samuel had appointed: but Samuel 

came not to Gilgal; and the people were scattered from him. And Saul said, Bring hither a burnt 

offering to me, and peace offerings. And he offered the burnt offering. And it came to pass, that 

as soon as he had made an end of offering the burnt offering, behold, Samuel came; and Saul 

went out to meet him, that he might salute him. And Samuel said, What hast thou done? And 

Saul said, Because I saw that the people were scattered from me, and that thou camest not within 

the days appointed, and that the Philistines gathered themselves together at Michmash; Therefore 

said I, The Philistines will come down now upon me to Gilgal, and I have not made supplication 

unto the LORD: I forced myself therefore, and offered a burnt offering. And Samuel said to Saul, 

Thou hast done foolishly: thou hast not kept the commandment of the LORD thy God, which he 

commanded thee: for now would the LORD have established thy kingdom upon Israel for ever. 

But now thy kingdom shall not continue: the LORD hath sought him a man after his own heart, 

and the LORD hath commanded him to be captain over his people, because thou hast not kept 

that which the LORD commanded thee. 
1 Samuel 13:8-14 

 

And as they were going down to the end of the city, Samuel said to Saul, Bid the servant pass on 

before us, (and he passed on,) but stand thou still a while, that I may shew thee the word of God. 
1 Samuel. 9:27   
 

Now therefore stand still, that I may reason with you before the LORD of all the righteous acts 

of the LORD, which he did to you and to your fathers. 
1 Samuel 12:7    
 

And thou shalt go down before me to Gilgal; and, behold, I will come down unto thee, to offer 

burnt offerings, and to sacrifice sacrifices of peace offerings: seven days shalt thou tarry, till I 

come to thee, and shew thee what thou shalt do. 
1 Samuel 10:8 
 

And he tarried seven days, according to the set time that Samuel had appointed: but Samuel 

came not to Gilgal; and the people were scattered from him. 
1 Samuel 13:8   
 

But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as 

eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint. 
Isaiah 40:31   

 

Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and 

from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: And I will make of thee a great nation, 

and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless 

them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be 

blessed. 
Genesis 12:1-3   

 

Page 2 of 9 

 



And Abram passed through the land unto the place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. And the 

Canaanite was then in the land. 
Genesis 12-6 

 

Now Sarai Abram's wife bare him no children: and she had an handmaid, an Egyptian, whose 

name was Hagar. And Sarai said unto Abram, Behold now, the LORD hath restrained me from 

bearing: I pray thee, go in unto my maid; it may be that I may obtain children by her. And Abram 

hearkened to the voice of Sarai. 
Genesis 16:1,2 
 

In our age we are seeing much false worship because we are in the age of instant blessings and 

instant baptisms, we no longer have time , or take time, to wait on God until a holy atmosphere is 

created.  In what church today could we find 120 people who would do nothing but wait on God 

for 10 days?  Saul had been king for only two years.  Beginning his third year-he has been told to 

wait for Samuel for seven days.  As theseventh day nears its end, Saul became impatient, he 

could not wait longer.  So he offered a sacrifice to IMPRESS his people.  Then Samuel came and 

said, "Saul you have done foolishly.”  Your kingdom will be taken from you.  You tried to save 

your name,your self ego,your self esteem and you have lost it  (Luke  9:23-26) 

Saul reveals himself most in 1 Samuel 13:12 when he says  "I forced myself.”  I forced my self 

to do wrong!  Is there not a lesson here?  We do most foolish things or more bluntly, make fools 

of ourselves, when we put on an act merely to impress people. And that which we are 

endeavouring 

to keep we lose.  Oh how I long to see our churches delivered from showmanship to attract or 

hold people. 

 

And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his 

cross daily, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose 

his life for my sake, the same shall save it. For what is a man advantaged, if he gain the whole 

world, and lose himself, or be cast away? For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my 

words, of him shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he shall come in his own glory, and in his 

Father's, and of the holy angels. 
Luke  9:23-26 

 
Therefore said I, The Philistines will come down now upon me to Gilgal, and I have not made 

supplication unto the LORD: I forced myself therefore, and offered a burnt offering. 
1 Samuel 13:12 
 

He lives in disobedience.  1 Samuel 15:1,3,9,13-15, :20-26. 

McLaren writes:  "Partial obedience is complete disobedience. Saul and his men obeyed as far as 

it suited them.  That is to say, they did not obey God at all.  What was not worth carrying off , 

they destroyed not because of God's command but to save them trouble.  Saving the best for 

themselves really made them thieves.  The mingling of personal advantage with any sort of 

service for God ruins the whole and turns it into mere selfishness.”  In other words, if I serve 

God for personal gain, I am not serving God I am serving self.  And there will be no reward for 

that.  In verse 24 Saul says, I feared the people, that is why I disobeyed.   
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Verse 1 Samuel also said unto Saul, The LORD sent me to anoint thee to be king over his people, 

over Israel: now therefore hearken thou unto the voice of the words of the LORD. Verse 3 Now 

go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and spare them not; but slay both 

man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass. Verse 9 But Saul and the 

people spared Agag, and the best of the sheep, and of the oxen, and of the fatlings, and the 

lambs, and all that was good, and would not utterly destroy them: but every thing that was vile 

and refuse, that they destroyed utterly. 

Verse 13  And Samuel came to Saul: and Saul said unto him, Blessed be thou of the LORD: I have 

performed the commandment of the LORD. Verse 14 And Samuel said, What meaneth then this 

bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear? Verse 15 And Saul 

said, They have brought them from the Amalekites: for the people spared the best of the sheep 

and of the oxen, to sacrifice unto the LORD thy God; and the rest we have utterly destroyed. 

Verse 20 And Saul said unto Samuel, Yea, I have obeyed the voice of the LORD, and have gone 

the way which the LORD sent me, and have brought Agag the king of Amalek, and have utterly 

destroyed the Amalekites. Verse 21 But the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the chief of 

the things which should have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice unto the LORD thy God in 

Gilgal. Verse 22 And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and 

sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to 

hearken than the fat of rams  Verse 23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is 

as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected 

thee from being king. Verse 24 And Saul said unto Samuel, I have sinned: for I have transgressed 

the commandment of the LORD, and thy words: because I feared the people, and obeyed their 

voice. Verse 25 Now therefore, I pray thee, pardon my sin, and turn again with me, that I may 

worship the LORD. Verse 26 And Samuel said unto Saul, I will not return with thee: for thou hast 

rejected the word of the LORD, and the LORD hath rejected thee from being king over Israel. 

1 Samuel 15:1,3,9,13-15, :20-26. 
 

Proverbs 29:25  The fear of man is still a snare.  John White writs in his book "The Golden Cow" 

(John 2:16)  Ye make my fathers house a house of merchandise (trade)  Mark 11:17  Is it not 

written  "My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations?  But ye have made it a den 

of thieves , of robbers.  The temple was to be a place of prayer.  But in it the Pharisees and 

Sadducees had lost true reverence for God , and although it hurts me deeply to say it, many 

churches in the west also seem to have no reverence for God .”  Remember, obedience and 

reverence go together.  Disobedience and lack of reverence go together.  This book by White is 

about materialism in the church.  “Another temple cleansing is needed. The church today is a 

prostitute and needs to be brought back.  Our worship of the cow must end.  It is time to repent.” 

 

The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his trust in the LORD shall  be safe. 
Proverbs 29:25   
 

And he taught, saying unto them, Is it not written, My house shall be called of all nations the 

house of prayer? but ye have made it a den of thieves. 
Mark 11:17   
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3. Saul knew he had sinned.  1 Samuel 15:30  Yet he wanted to be honoured.  Saul said, "I have 

sinned,”  So did Pharoh (Exodus 9:27)  So did Baalim (Numbers 22:24)  So did Achan  (Joshua. 

7:20)  So did Judas. (Matthew 27:4).  And so do we!  Although Saul’ confession, "I have sinned 

" is recorded, there is with that confession no true repentance.  And therefore the confession is 

valueless.  If anything is revealed, it is the fact of Saul's insincerity.  The total record of his life 

reveals that fact.  But now look at his strange request.  "I have sinned now honour me before the 

people.”  No where does he reveal himself more than here.  The spirit of self motivated Saul. 

Humble men do not think about themselves.  This self-life, self-worth-ego, brought Saul's 

destruction as it will do to anyone.  Saul might have become a great man but for his personal 

ambition.  He became ambitious to be great in the eyes of men.  It would seem that he is another 

example of those spoken of in John 12:43  He loved the praise of men more than the praise of 

God. 

 

Then he said, I have sinned: yet honour me now, I pray thee, before the elders of my people, and 

before Israel, and turn again with me, that I may worship the LORD thy God. 
1 Samuel 15:30   
 

As yet exaltest thou thyself against my people, that thou wilt not let them go? 
Exodus 9:27 
 

But the angel of the LORD stood in a path of the vineyards, a wall being on this side, and a wall 

on that side. 
Numbers 22:24 
 

And Achan answered Joshua, and said, Indeed I have sinned against the LORD God of Israel, 

and thus and thus have I done: 
Joshua. 7:20 

 
Saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood. And they said, What is that to us? see 

thou to that. 
Matthew 27:4 
 

For they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God. 

John 12:43   

 

That is a pit-fall , that is a danger before each one of us.  Often what men think about us is more 

important to us than what God thinks about us.   

 

Of John the Baptist it is written (Luke 1:15)  "He shall be great in the eyes of the Lord" and that 

is the only greatness we should seek.  Oh that we could see it.  Oh that we could believe it.  What 

men think about us is a very small thing. (1 Corinthians 4:3).  To be honoured by men is a very 

little thing but there is nothing greater than to be honoured by the Lord. (1 Corinthians 4:4,5).  

Luke 16:15 is still true.  
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For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and 

he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's womb. 
Luke 1:15 

 

But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged of you, or of man's judgment: yea, I 

judge not mine own self. 
1 Corinthians 4:3 

 

For I know nothing by myself; yet am I not hereby justified: but he that judgeth me is the Lord. 

Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the 

hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then shall 

every man have praise of God. 
1 Corinthians 4:4,5 
 

And he said unto them, Ye are they which justify yourselves before men; but God knoweth your 

hearts: for that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God. 

Luke 16:15 

. 

4. He was over-come by a jealous spirit.  1 Samuel 18:7-9  Another good illustration of what 

jealousy will do is found in Genesis 37:1-5  Jacob loved Joseph because he was Rachels boy.  By 

giving him the coat of many colours he made him his heir.  It was not Joseph's fault in any way 

that he had that coat.  Yet his brothers were jealous and envied him , mistreated him, sold him 

into Egypt.  Years later ,before Joseph revealed himself he had a meal with them.  He served like 

dinners to all but to Benjamin.  Benjamin got 5 times as much.  Why?  To see if his brothers had 

gotten over their jealousy.  Now in life-you will constantly face this.  There are always those 

who have 5 times as much as you have.  Bigger salaries, bigger houses, cars, better food , 

clothe,etc. Others will get more attention and be leaders , and you will be left out.  How do you 

re-act?  Like Joseph's brothers at first?  Like Saul with David ?   

 

And the women answered one another as they played, and said, Saul hath slain his thousands, 

and David his ten thousands. And Saul was very wroth, and the saying displeased him; and he 

said, They have ascribed unto David ten thousands, and to me they have ascribed but thousands: 

and what can he have more but the kingdom? And Saul eyed David from that day and forward. 
1 Samuel 18:7-9   
 

And Jacob dwelt in the land wherein his father was a stranger, in the land of Canaan. These are 

the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding the flock with his 

brethren; and the lad was with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah, his father's wives: 

and Joseph brought unto his father their evil report. Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his 

children, because he was the son of his old age: and he made him a coat of many colours. And 

when his brethren saw that their father loved him more than all his brethren, they hated him, and 

could not speak peaceably unto him. And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it his brethren: 

and they hated him yet the more. 
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A jealous spirit harms the one who has it.  It is a backslidden spirit.  Backslidding is fully 

portrayed in  Psalm.106:15-48.   

And he gave them their request; but sent leanness into their soul. They envied Moses also in the 

camp, and Aaron the saint of the LORD. The earth opened and swallowed up Dathan and covered 

the company of Abiram. And a fire was kindled in their company; the flame burned up the 

wicked. They made a calf in Horeb, and worshipped the molten image. Thus they changed their 

glory into the similitude of an ox that eateth grass. They forgat God their saviour, which had 

done great things in Egypt; Wondrous works in the land of Ham, and terrible things by the Red 

sea. Therefore he said that he would destroy them, had not Moses his chosen stood before him in 

the breach, to turn away his wrath, lest he should destroy them. Yea, they despised the pleasant 

land, they believed not his word: But murmured in their tents, and hearkened not unto the voice 

of the LORD. Therefore he lifted up his hand against them, to overthrow them in the wilderness: 

To overthrow their seed also among the nations, and to scatter them in the lands. They joined 

themselves also unto Baalpeor, and ate the sacrifices of the dead. Thus they provoked him to 

anger with their inventions: and the plague brake in upon them. Then stood up Phinehas, and 

executed judgment: and so the plague was stayed. And that was counted unto him for 

righteousness unto all generations for evermore. They angered him also at the waters of strife, so 

that it went ill with Moses for their sakes: Because they provoked his spirit, so that he spake 

unadvisedly with his lips. They did not destroy the nations, concerning whom the LORD 

commanded them: But were mingled among the heathen, and learned their works. And they 

served their idols: which were a snare unto them. Yea, they sacrificed their sons and their 

daughters unto devils, And shed innocent blood, even the blood of their sons and of their 

daughters, whom they sacrificed unto the idols of Canaan: and the land was polluted with blood. 

Thus were they defiled with their own works, and went a whoring with their own inventions. 

Therefore was the wrath of the LORD kindled against his people, insomuch that he abhorred his 

own inheritance. And he gave them into the hand of the heathen; and they that hated them ruled 

over them. Their enemies also oppressed them, and they were brought into subjection under their 

hand. Many times did he deliver them; but they provoked him with their counsel, and were 

brought low for their iniquity. Nevertheless he regarded their affliction, when he heard their cry: 

And he remembered for them his covenant, and repented according to the multitude of his 

mercies. He made them also to be pitied of all those that carried them captives. Save us, O LORD 

our God, and gather us from among the heathen, to give thanks unto thy holy name, and to 

triumph in thy praise. Blessed be the LORD God of Israel from everlasting to everlasting: and let 

all the people say, Amen. Praise ye the LORD. 
Psalm.106:15-48 

5. Saul then seeks to slay David  1 Samuel 18:11,12,25,29., 1 Samuel 19:1,2,10,  1 Samuel 23:14 

Then his own son Jonathan.  1 Samuel 20:30-33.  He slays the Priests  1 Samuel 22:17-18 

 

6 His last backslidden folly. 1 Samuel 28  he goes to the witch. 1 Chronicles 10:13,14. 
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Verse 11 And Saul cast the javelin; for he said, I will smite David even to the wall with it. And 

David avoided out of his presence twice. Verse 12 And Saul was afraid of David, because the 

LORD was with him, and was departed from Saul. Verse 25 And Saul said, Thus shall ye say to 

David, The king desireth not any dowry, but an hundred foreskins of the Philistines, to be 

avenged of the king's enemies. But Saul thought to make David fall by the hand of the 

Philistines. Verse 29 And Saul was yet the more afraid of David; and Saul became David's enemy 

continually. 
1 Samuel 18:11,12,25,29 
 

Verse 1 And Saul spake to Jonathan his son, and to all his servants, that they should kill David. 

Verse 2 But Jonathan Saul's son delighted much in David: and Jonathan told David, saying, Saul 

my father seeketh to kill thee: now therefore, I pray thee, take heed to thyself until the morning, 

and abide in a secret place, and hide thyself: Verse 10 And Saul sought to smite David even to the 

wall with the javelin; but he slipped away out of Saul's presence, and he smote the javelin into 

the wall: and David fled, and escaped that night. 
1 Samuel 19:1,2,10 

 

And David abode in the wilderness in strong holds, and remained in a mountain in the wilderness 

of Ziph. And Saul sought him every day, but God delivered him not into his hand. 
1 Samuel 23:14 

Then Saul's anger was kindled against Jonathan, and he said unto him, Thou son of the perverse 

rebellious woman, do not I know that thou hast chosen the son of Jesse to thine own confusion, 

and unto the confusion of thy mother's nakedness? For as long as the son of Jesse liveth upon the 

ground, thou shalt not be established, nor thy kingdom. Wherefore now send and fetch him unto 

me, for he shall surely die. And Jonathan answered Saul his father, and said unto him, Wherefore 

shall he be slain? what hath he done? And Saul cast a javelin at him to smite him: whereby 

Jonathan knew that it was determined of his father to slay David. 
1 Samuel 20:30-33 

And the king said unto the footmen that stood about him, Turn, and slay the priests of the LORD; 

because their hand also is with David, and because they knew when he fled, and did not shew it 

to me. But the servants of the king would not put forth their hand to fall upon the priests of the 

LORD. And the king said to Doeg, Turn thou, and fall upon the priests. And Doeg the Edomite 

turned, and he fell upon the priests, and slew on that day fourscore and five persons that did wear 

a linen ephod. 
1 Samuel 22:17-18 
 

So Saul died for his transgression which he committed against the LORD, even against the word 

of the LORD, which he kept not, and also for asking counsel of one that had a familiar spirit, to 

enquire of it; And enquired not of the LORD: therefore he slew him, and turned the kingdom 

unto David the son of Jesse. 
1 Chronicles 10:13,14 
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1V SAUL'S BIOGRAPHY. 

 

1. first he neglected God  Heb. 2:3 

2. Then he did foolishly  Luke 12:20 

3. Then he disobeyed God  Romans. 10:21 

4. Then became jealous of others. 

5 Then he was fighting against God 

6 Then turns to a witch. 

7. Saul pictures a carnal man. 

 
How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by 

the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; 
Hebrews 2:3 
 

But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall 

those things be, which thou hast provided? 
Luke 12:20 

 

But to Israel he saith, All day long I have stretched forth my hands unto a disobedient and 

gainsaying people. 
Romans. 10:21 
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