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Verse 5
 He walked also after their counsel, and went with Jehoram the son of Ahab king of Israel 

to war against Hazael king of Syria at Ramothgilead: and the Syrians smote Joram.  

Verse 6 And he returned to be healed in Jezreel because of the wounds which were given him at 

Ramah, when he fought with Hazael king of Syria. And Azariah the son of Jehoram king of 

Judah went down to see Jehoram the son of Ahab at Jezreel, because he was sick. Verse 7 And the 

destruction of Ahaziah was of God by coming to Joram: for when he was come, he went out with 

Jehoram against Jehu the son of Nimshi, whom the LORD had anointed to cut off the house of 

Ahab. Verse 8 And it came to pass, that, when Jehu was executing judgment upon the house of 

Ahab, and found the princes of Judah, and the sons of the brethren of Ahaziah, that ministered to 

Ahaziah, he slew them. Verse 9 And he sought Ahaziah: and they caught him, (for he was hid in 

Samaria,) and brought him to Jehu: and when they had slain him, they buried him: Because, said 

they, he is the son of Jehoshaphat, who sought the LORD with all his heart. So the house of 

Ahaziah had no power to keep still the kingdom. 
2 Chronicles 22:5-9 

In following the story of the Kings of Judah, you will have noticed that much has been recorded 

as to the way these people lived and died.  After all, are these not the real issues of life?  We did 

not choose to be born.  We had no say in that matter whatsoever.  But now that we are here, we 

do have a choice as to how we will live.  And well do we ask, how are we living?  And what 

about our dying?  I know we would rather not think or talk about that!  One lady said ,"when  the 

time comes for me to die, science will have done 

something about it."  What a vain hope.  We know that only the Coming of the Lord can keep 

any of us from dying. 

 

But here before us are examples of the lives of others.  And these things are written for our 

learning.  So that we might learn how to live and how NOT to live.  And how one should die, 

and how one should not die.  We learn about the kind of life that pleases God and the kind of life 

that does not please God.  And such lessons should hold great interest to us.  Last week we 

started to consider the life of King Ahaziah. 2 Chronicles chapter 22. 

There is not a great deal recorded about him, but there are serious lessons to learn from what is 

written about him. 
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In 2 Chronicles 22:3-4, we are told that he did evil because his counselors were evil.  They had 

gone to school in the house of Ahab and Jezebel.  But worst of all, his mother was his counselor 

to do wickedly.  What judgment awaits such women. 

Verse 3
 He also walked in the ways of the house of Ahab: for his mother was his counsellor to do 

wickedly. Verse 4 Wherefore he did evil in the sight of the LORD like the house of Ahab: for they 

were his counsellors after the death of his father to his destruction. 
2 Chronicles 22:3-4 

Today we come to 2 Chronicles 22:5-9  

 

Verse 5  He walked also after their counsel, and went with Jehoram the son of Ahab king of Israel 

to war against Hazael king of Syria at Ramothgilead: and the Syrians smote Joram. Verse 6 

And he returned to be healed in Jezreel because of the wounds which were given him at Ramah, 

when he fought with Hazael king of Syria. And Azariah the son of Jehoram king of Judah went 

down to see Jehoram the son of Ahab at Jezreel, because he was sick. Verse 7 And the 

destruction of Ahaziah was of God by coming to Joram: for when he was come, he went out with 

Jehoram against Jehu the son of Nimshi, whom the LORD had anointed to cut off the house of 

Ahab. Verse 8 And it came to pass, that, when Jehu was executing judgment upon the house of 

Ahab, and found the princes of Judah, and the sons of the brethren of Ahaziah, that ministered to 

Ahaziah, he slew them. Verse 9 And he sought Ahaziah: and they caught him, (for he was hid 

in Samaria,) and brought him to Jehu: and when they had slain him, they buried him: Because, 

said they, he is the son of Jehoshaphat, who sought the LORD with all his heart. So the house of 

Ahaziah had no power to keep still the kingdom. 
2 Chronicles 22:5-9 

 

I suggest that we consider these verses to be the record of the results of the evil counsel the king 

had received and followed.  We do not excuse him.  He could have rejected his evil counsel, but 

he accepted it and thus suffered the consequences. 

 

We built our lesson around certain statements. 

2 Chronicles 22:5.HE (Ahaziah) WENT with Jehoram to war.   

2 Chronicles 22:6. Ahaziah went DOWN to see Jehoram.   

2 Chronicles 22:7. He went OUT WITH Jehoram to war against Jehu.   

2 Chronicles 22:8. Jehu was executing judgment upon the house of Ahab.   

2 Chronicles 22:9. They sought, they caught, they brought, they slew, they buried Ahaziah 

BECAUSE.... 

 

He walked also after their counsel, and went with Jehoram the son of Ahab king of Israel to war 

against Hazael king of Syria at Ramothgilead: and the Syrians smote Joram. 
2 Chronicles 22:5 
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And he returned to be healed in Jezreel because of the wounds which were given him at Ramah, 

when he fought with Hazael king of Syria. And Azariah the son of Jehoram king of Judah went 

down to see Jehoram the son of Ahab at Jezreel, because he was sick. 
2 Chronicles 22:6 

 

And the destruction of Ahaziah was of God by coming to Joram: for when he was come, he went 

out with Jehoram against Jehu the son of Nimshi, whom the LORD had anointed to cut off the 

house of Ahab. 
2 Chronicles 22:7 

 

And it came to pass, that, when Jehu was executing judgment upon the house of Ahab, and found 

the princes of Judah, and the sons of the brethren of Ahaziah, that ministered to Ahaziah, he slew 

them. 
2 Chronicles 22:8 

 

And he sought Ahaziah: and they caught him, (for he was hid in Samaria,) and brought him to 

Jehu: and when they had slain him, they buried him: Because, said they, he is the son of 

Jehoshaphat, who sought the LORD with all his heart. So the house of Ahaziah had no power to 

keep still the kingdom. 
2 Chronicles 22:9 

 

1.  2 CHRONICLES 22:5 , AHAZIAH WENT WITH JEHORAM TO WAR. 

 

He walked also after their counsel, and went with Jehoram the son of Ahab king of Israel to war 

against Hazael king of Syria at Ramothgilead: and the Syrians smote Joram. 
2 Chronicles 22:5 

 

Mark the words, " Ahaziah WENT WITH Jehoram to war."  And someone may ask, and what 

was wrong with that?  Our first answer.  It did not please God.  The king of Israel, Jehoram, was 

a condemned king.  The king of Israel belonged to the house of Ahab.  Theking of Israel was a 

very wicked king.  The King of Israel was an apostate king.  And here, Ahaziah joins to battle 

WITH him.  In reality, he joined in a battle against God. 
  

Joining with Apostates, joining with apostasy, is always condemned in Scripture. Apostates are 

set in concrete.  Apostates cannot be changed.  Apostates face certain and only judgment.  In this 

story, Ahaziah joins with Jehoram because he was like Jehoram. 

Jehoram was a wicked man and so was Ahaziah. 

 

We will miss something here, if we fail to remember that at that time, God's purpose was in 

Judah and not Israel.  God had promised that through the line of David, the house of David, thus 

the Kings of Judah, He would bring forth a seed that would bless the world. 

 

And so in this story, we can see the work of the enemy, the Devil, trying to destroy the purpose 

of God.  And how did the Devil do it then and how does he do it now?  He corrupts the 

leadership in Judah.  What lessons are here!  Today, the channel God has chosen to bring 

blessing to the world, is not Judah, but the Church.  Perhaps, as we see the corruption of the 

Leadership in Judah we can see a type of the corruption in the Church leadership today.  There is 

a very disturbing article in Christianity Today, February 1990, on page 12 entitled: 

"EVANGELICAL MEGASHIFT.". 
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The author believes there is a new-model Evangelicalism today.  Among other things he states: " 

We -need to understand the new meanings given to some of the old words "    These words 

include: Hell, Faith, Judge, Wrath, Sin, Church and finally the title "Son of God."  He asks, "is 

new model thinking Biblical or is it another gospel? 

 

Can you imagine even suggesting a NEW meaning for the word "hell"?  There has always been 

one meaning.  There shall always be one meaning. 

 

Faith?  a new meaning for faith?  How can that be?  Judge? a new meaning for judge? From our 

childhood there is but one thought in mind.  Judge, speaks of judgment and justice and law and 

law breakers.  Wrath?  How can that word be given a new meaning? 

Sin?  We can understand the desire to give new meaning to other words when we start giving a 

new meaning to the word sin!  And perhaps that is the reason new meanings are needed for the 

words  "Church" and the title "Son of God".  I confess it disturbs me to read of such in a very 

influential Evangelical magazine! 

 

What has brought all this into current reality?  Here is what I have observed. 

First came the renewed debate over the doctrine of the Inspiration of the Scriptures.  Then came 

the departure from authoritative doctrinal preaching.  In the 60's and 70's we had people within 

our ranks telling us that doctrine was no longer important to them.  They did not care about 

doctrine.  And many preachers and leaders encouraged this trend. 

 

Then in the late 70's and 80's we witnessed the great moral breakdown among the Church 

Leadership.  Preachers falling into immorality everywhere.  And now the Leadership is 

embracing a "social-gospel" which may for a time, better conditions for mankind, but it does not 

change the heart and therefore is doomed to fail. 

 

And the pressure is on us all to tone-down and tolerate and accept this social-gospel, this new 

model, this new evangelicalism. However, rather than join with such, there are certain things 

from which we are instructed to withdraw ourselves. 

 

First from evil men.  1 Timothy 6:5  "Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds and destitute 

of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness, from such WITHDRAW thyself. 

Do not argue with such.  Do not attempt to correct them.  There is no more hope of correcting 

them, than there was of correcting Pharaoh King of Egypt.  From Leaders who are 

corrupt...withdraw thyself.  There are some things and some men who can never be corrected.   

 

Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is 

godliness: from such withdraw thyself. 
1 Timothy 6:5   
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Then there is Revelation 18:4.  Although we believe this Scripture primarily pertains to the 

future, it has a message for us today.  The context has to do with the coming apostate religious 

system.  And here is what is written:  "And I heard a voice from Heaven saying, Come out of her 

my people, that ye be not partaker of her sins, and that ye receive not 

her plagues."  In other words.  Do not join apostasy.  Now if that is God's will revealed for the 

future , then that is God's will for the present. 

 

And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not 

partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. 
Revelation 18:4 

 

And if God condemned the union of Apostate Israel with Judah in the past, God certainly 

condemns the union with apostasy in the present.  Look back in history and it is condemned.  

Look ahead in prophecy and it is condemned.  Surely we should have enough spiritual 

understanding to get the message! 

 

Today we are facing the problem of Ecumenical Union of Religion.  A synchronism that God 

disowns.  What is happening, is the beginning of the fulfilled dream of "ONE Church for ONE 

world."  In this "unity-effort" that is well under way everything under the sun is being accepted 

and being presented as being acceptable to an all loving God, and only a loving God, His 

holiness is not even considered.  His judgments are being ignored or being accounted a work of 

the Devil! 

 

In this new union it matters not what you believe nor does it matter what you do.  As long as you 

are sincere in what you choose to believe and in what you choose to do, nothing else matters.  

And what we are facing today, is Leadership in Evangelical circles (our 

Judah) who are leading in a direction in which, finally, God will have no part or place. Like the 

church of Laodicea.  False religion has always been an abomination to God. 

To join with the house of Ahab to do battle, when God had already announced His displeasure 

against the house of Ahab, displeased God then, and it displeases God now. 

 

Beware of what you are called upon to join today in the name of love and unity.  For it could 

well be the means and cause of your own spiritual downfall.  And if not yours, worse still, be the 

cause of the spiritual destruction of your children and your grandchildren.  Ahaziah went WITH 

the house of Ahab to his own destruction!  God had placed Ahab under condemnation and 

judgment and we repeat, to join with Jehoram was to join in battle against God. 

 

2.  2 CHRONICLES 22:6 .AHAZIAH WENT DOWN TO SEE JEHORAM. 

 

And he returned to be healed in Jezreel because of the wounds which were given him at Ramah, 

when he fought with Hazael king of Syria. And Azariah the son of Jehoram king of Judah went 

down to see Jehoram the son of Ahab at Jezreel, because he was sick. 
2 Chronicles 22:6 
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Jehoram, son of Ahab, King of Israel returns home to recover from wounds received in the 

battle.  And he did recover to war again.  It was during the days of his sickness and recuperation 

that the King of Judah went DOWN to pay Jehoram a friendly social visit. 

 

McGree says: " He took the King of Israel a basket of fruit or something."  Here is an example of 

"birds of a feather flocking together."  Jehoram was the kind of man Ahaziah had chosen to be 

his friend and close companion. 

 

Here was the Leader of God's people having fellowship with the works of darkness. Ephesians 

5:11 says:  "Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them."  

But being like Jehoram, Ahaziah was in no position to reprove anything the King of Israel had 

chosen to do.  In fact, Judah's king encouraged Jehoram in his wickedness.  You reprove the 

works of darkness when you have no part in them. 

 

And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them. 
Ephesians 5:11 
 

The early Christians when released from prison, "went to their OWN company" Acts 4:23.  In 

our lesson, Ahaziah is on his way to his own company , wicked Jehoram.  And 1 Corinthians 

15:33 warns us that evil communication corrupts good manners.  Bad company does not help one 

spiritually.  And when Ahaziah went to see Jehoram, he did not improve himself thereby. 

 

And being let go, they went to their own company, and reported all that the chief priests and 

elders had said unto them. 
Acts 4:23 
 

Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners. 
1 Corinthians 15:33 

 

3.  2 CHRONICLES 22:7 AHAZIAH WENT OUT WITH JEHORAM AGAINST JEHU. 

 

And the destruction of Ahaziah was of God by coming to Joram: for when he was come, he went 

out with Jehoram against Jehu the son of Nimshi, whom the LORD had anointed to cut off the 

house of Ahab. 
2 Chronicles 22:7 
 

As we shall see, this was the kings last stand.  It was a fateful choice.  It was his final choice.  

His plan to visit the king  was a disaster.  It was to be a link in the chain of events that would 

bring about the destruction of Ahaziah.  But this verse also tells us that the destruction of 

Ahaziah was of God, by his coming to Jehoram.  That statement again enforces the lesson we 

have already been learning, that men may be free to make their choices but they are not free to 

choose the consequences involved in their choices. 
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The Lord had anointed Jehu to cut-off the house of Ahab.  Humans have difficulty understanding 

that language.  But let me quote another:  "God is absolutely holy, and sinful men do not deserve 

to live on His earth at all.  This in fact, is the basic message of the Genesis flood."  (Israel My 

Glory Vol.448)  Men who do not believe in the awfulness of sin cannot and will not accept this 

fact, that evil men have no right to live.(Mercy alone allows it)  In the judgment that is about to 

fall on Ahaziah, there is another fact to 

be considered.  

 

In the history found in 2 Kings chapter 9,we read about Elisha the great prophet of   God sending 

another prophet to anoint Jehu to become King of Israel for the purpose of the destruction of the 

house of Ahab.  2 Kings 9:3,7,8.  And it seems impossible to believe that the King of Judah did 

not know about Elisha the man of God nor about his words regarding the house of Ahab.  And if 

he did, then his going to join Jehoram was a willful choice against the message and the 

messenger of God.  Against the revealed will of God.  His was willful sinning. 

 

Verse 3  Then take the box of oil, and pour it on his head, and say, Thus saith the LORD, I have 

anointed thee king over Israel. Then open the door, and flee, and tarry not. Verse 7 And thou 

shalt smite the house of Ahab thy master, that I may avenge the blood of my servants the 

prophets, and the blood of all the servants of the LORD, at the hand of Jezebel. Verse 8 For the 

whole house of Ahab shall perish: and I will cut off from Ahab him that pisseth against the wall, 

and him that is shut up and left in Israel: 
2 Kings 9:3,7,8 
 

4. 2 CHRONICLES 22:8 CF 2 KINGS 10:11-14 HE TOOK 42 PRINCES WITH HIM 

 

And it came to pass, that, when Jehu was executing judgment upon the house of Ahab, and found 

the princes of Judah, and the sons of the brethren of Ahaziah, that ministered to Ahaziah, he slew 

them. 
2 Chronicles 22:8 

So Jehu slew all that remained of the house of Ahab in Jezreel, and all his great men, and his 

kinsfolks, and his priests, until he left him none remaining. And he arose and departed, and came 

to Samaria. And as he was at the shearing house in the way, Jehu met with the brethren of 

Ahaziah king of Judah, and said, Who are ye? And they answered, We are the brethren of 

Ahaziah; and we go down to salute the children of the king and the children of the queen. 

And he said, Take them alive. And they took them alive, and slew them at the pit of the shearing 

house, even two and forty men; neither left he any of them. 
2 Kings 10:11-14 

When Ahaziah went down to Samaria to join Jehoram ,he did not go alone.  2 Kings 10:11-14:  

In this account we have added information to that given in Chronicles.  2 Chronicles 22:8 simply 

says,  "It came to pass that when Jehu was executing judgment upon the house of Ahab (again, 

war is judgment), and found the princes of Judah, and the sons of the brethren of Ahaziah, that 

ministered to Ahaziah, he slew them.".   
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But Kings tells us that there were 42 in this company, and also tells us where they slew them..."at 

the pit of the shearing house."  I suppose that means the place of slaying sheep.  And so 

Ahaziah's servants and his body guards ,taken for his protection ,are all dead and that brings us to 

2 Chronicles 22:9. 

 

And it came to pass, that, when Jehu was executing judgment upon the house of Ahab, and found 

the princes of Judah, and the sons of the brethren of Ahaziah, that ministered to Ahaziah, he slew 

them. 
2 Chronicles 22:8 
 

2 CHRONICLES 22:9  THE KINGS DEATH AND BURIAL. 

 

And he sought Ahaziah: and they caught him, (for he was hid in Samaria,) and brought him to 

Jehu: and when they had slain him, they buried him: Because, said they, he is the son of 

Jehoshaphat, who sought the LORD with all his heart. So the house of Ahaziah had no power to 

keep still the kingdom. 
2 Chronicles 22:9 
 

This information is not recorded in Kings.  When slaying the princes of Judah, Ahaziah must 

have escaped that slaughter and somehow hidden himself in the city of Samaria.  So Jehu's 

servants, sought him, caught him, brought him to Jehu, and no doubt under orders from Jehu, 

slew him. He no doubt, died a horrible death.  He was a coward and ran away from his own men. 

 

The history of the murderer Nero is much like that of Ahaziah.  When the Roman Senate 

declared Nero a public enemy (and) had ordered his arrest, and had decreed that he should be 

punished, after the ancient manner, Nero asked what this was.  

 

"The condemned man he was told, is stripped, is fastened to a post by a fork passing through his 

neck, and is then beated to death.  Terrified, he tried to stab himself.  As a new day dawned he 

heard the clatter of horses, the senate's soldiers had tracked him down.  Quoting a verse of 

poetry, "Hark, now strikes upon my ear, the trampling of swift curriers".  He drove a dagger into 

his throat, his hand faltered, and his freedman, Epahproditus helped him to press the blade home.  

He had begged his companions to keep his corpse from being mutilated..  Many of the populace 

rejoiced at his death, but many more mourned him..." 

So much like Ahaziah. 

 

McGree writes: 

"This is a bloody period.  God records it to let us know, He judges sin.  Men don't get away with 

it".  2 Chronicles 22:9 , "They buried him because said they, "he was the son 

of Jehoshaphat who sought the Lord with all his heart."  They would have mutilated his body and 

left it for the dogs.  But God stirred their memory.  They buried him only because they knew and 

remembered that his grandfather had been godly.  They did not bury him because he deserved to 

be buried, but rather because his grandfather deserved it. 
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And he sought Ahaziah: and they caught him, (for he was hid in Samaria,) and brought him to 

Jehu: and when they had slain him, they buried him: Because, said they, he is the son of 

Jehoshaphat, who sought the LORD with all his heart. So the house of Ahaziah had no power to 

keep still the kingdom. 
2 Chronicles 22:9 
 

Remember, this is the testimony of the men of Apostate Israel, not the men of Judah where 

Ahaziah and Jehoshaphat had been kings.  It is an amazing thing to discover what the world 

observes and knows about us.  If we are ungodly they know it.  And if we are godly they observe 

and know it.  Remember wicked Herod knew that John Baptist was righteous.  And these wicked 

men, who delighted in shedding blood, knew that Jehoshaphat had been righteous. 

 

Parker writes: 

"When Ahaziah was slain, he was buried because..."  They cared nothing for that dead body, but 

because, for the fathers sake they paid respect to the dead carcass.  

"Because".  Who can tell what he is indebted to for his advantage?  Who knows how the past 

helps the present?  Memory!  Think of a man owing a grave to his fathers memory!    Think of 

people putting themselves to trouble of digging a grave in which to bury a hated corpse because 

the father "sought the Lord with all his heart."  Who knows the blessings of today because of 50 

years ago?  What has the past done?  It has made the present!  What are we doing?  Making the 

future. (End) 

 

If the Lord tarries your grandchildren may be blessed because of what you are doing today, or 

will it be otherwise?  There is no question in my mind, as to the fact that the present generation 

of Pentecostals are rolling on the momentum of the past, because of the fathers.  Our fathers 

generation gave us the prayer-meeting and the prayer-room.   

 

And we are and have been blessed because of it.  But what have we done with it?  Our folks 

showed us the way of the Power of Pentecost.  But what are we doing with it?  Our fathers 

instructed us in the Purity of Pentecost.  But what are we doing today? 

 

Are we now a company of Ahaziahs, embracing the Jehorams of our day and their methods of 

warfare?  Have we forgotten that the curse of God is upon certain things? May God help and 

restore us! 

 
Page 9 of 9 


