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Verse 1 Joash was seven years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years in 

Jerusalem. His mother's name also was Zibiah of Beersheba. Verse 2 And Joash did that which 

was right in the sight of the LORD all the days of Jehoiada the priest Verse 3 And Jehoiada took for 

him two wives; and he begat sons and daughters. Verse 4 And it came to pass after this, that Joash 

was minded to repair the house of the LORD. Verse 5 And he gathered together the priests and the 

Levites, and said to them, Go out unto the cities of Judah, and gather of all Israel money to repair 

the house of your God from year to year, and see that ye hasten the matter. Howbeit the Levites 

hastened it not. Verse 6 And the king called for Jehoiada the chief, and said unto him, Why hast 

thou not required of the Levites to bring in out of Judah and out of Jerusalem the collection, 

according to the commandment of Moses the servant of the LORD, and of the congregation of 

Israel, for the tabernacle of witness? Verse 7 For the sons of Athaliah, that wicked woman, had 

broken up the house of God; and also all the dedicated things of the house of the LORD did they 

bestow upon Baalim. Verse 8 And at the king's commandment they made a chest, and set it 

without at the gate of the house of the LORD. Verse 9 And they made a proclamation through 

Judah and Jerusalem, to bring in to the LORD the collection that Moses the servant of God laid 

upon Israel in the wilderness. Verse 10 And all the princes and all the people rejoiced, and brought 

in, and cast into the chest, until they had made an end. Verse 11
 Now it came to pass, that at what 

time the chest was brought unto the king's office by the hand of the Levites, and when they saw 

that there was much money, the king's scribe and the high priest's officer came and emptied the 

chest, and took it, and carried it to his place again. Thus they did day by day, and gathered 

money in abundance. Verse 12 And the king and Jehoiada gave it to such as did the work of the 

service of the house of the LORD, and hired masons and carpenters to repair the house of the 

LORD, and also such as wrought iron and brass to mend the house of the LORD. Verse 13 So the 

workmen wrought, and the work was perfected by them, and they set the house of God in his 

state, and strengthened it. Verse 14 And when they had finished it, they brought the rest of the 

money before the king and Jehoiada, whereof were made vessels for the house of the LORD, even 

vessels to minister, and to offer withal, and spoons, and vessels of gold and silver. And they 

offered burnt offerings in the house of the LORD continually all the days of Jehoiada. Verse 15 But 

Jehoiada waxed old, and was full of days when he died; an hundred and thirty years old was he 

when he died. Verse 16 And they buried him in the city of David among the kings, because he had 

done good in Israel, both toward God, and toward his house. Verse 17 Now after the death of 

Jehoiada came the princes of Judah, and made obeisance to the king. Then the king hearkened 

unto them. Verse 18 And they left the house of the LORD God of their fathers, and served groves 

and idols: and wrath came upon Judah and Jerusalem for this their trespass. Verse 19 Yet he sent 

prophets to them, to bring them again unto the LORD; and they testified against them: but they 

would not give ear. Verse 20 And the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the 

priest, which stood above the people, and said unto them, Thus saith God, Why transgress ye the 

commandments of the LORD, that ye cannot prosper? because ye have forsaken the LORD, he 

hath also forsaken you. 
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Verse 21 And they conspired against him, and stoned him with stones at the commandment of the 

king in the court of the house of the LORD. Verse 22 Thus Joash the king remembered not the 

kindness which Jehoiada his father had done to him, but slew his son. And when he died, he said, 

The LORD look upon it, and require it. Verse 23 And it came to pass at the end of the year, that the 

host of Syria came up against him: and they came to Judah and Jerusalem, and destroyed all the 

princes of the people from among the people, and sent all the spoil of them unto the king of 

Damascus. Verse 24 For the army of the Syrians came with a small company of men, and the 

LORD delivered a very great host into their hand, because they had forsaken the LORD God of 

their fathers. So they executed judgment against Joash. Verse 25 And when they were departed 

from him, (for they left him in great diseases,) his own servants conspired against him for the 

blood of the sons of Jehoiada the priest, and slew him on his bed, and he died: and they buried 

him in the city of David, but they buried him not in the sepulchres of the kings. Verse 26 And 

these are they that conspired against him; Zabad the son of Shimeath an Ammonitess, and 

Jehozabad the son of Shimrith a Moabitess. Verse 27 Now concerning his sons, and the greatness 

of the burdens laid upon him, and the repairing of the house of God, behold, they are written in 

the story of the book of the kings. And Amaziah his son reigned in his stead. 
2 Chronicles 24:1-27  

Before we read the Scripture, I want to comment on a news item in the Globe and Mail, March 

24,1990,  "Heaven and Hell." I quote in part. 

"7 out of 10 Canadians believe there is a Heaven. almost half of those who believe in Heaven 

have no time for it's opposite Hell." 

 

My comment.  I suppose it has always been easier for men to believe in Heaven than it has been 

for them to believe in Hell.  It has also been easier for men to believe in a God of Love and the 

love of God, than it has been for men to believe in God who is Holy, and 

righteous and therefore a God of wrath and judgment. 

 

So we are not surprised by the findings of this newspaper.  However, this fact remains, Heaven 

and Hell go along together.  If we believe in the one we must believe in the other.    If we reject 

one we must reject both.  For the only basic reason we have for believing, is that both are in the 

Bible.  And I confess. I believe in Heaven because I believe the Bible. 

I believe in Hell because I believe the Bible.  I need no other reason.  If you have ever read the 

Bible, you cannot deny the fact that the IDEA of Heaven and the IDEA of Hell are in the Bible. 

 

What we do with these subjects is another matter, but we cannot say they are not Biblical. 

I restate what I have said before.  Because we have let down or left out strong preaching as to the 

reality of Hell, we have become negligent when it comes to proclaiming the glories  and realities 

of Heaven.  We only talk about Heaven when someone dies.  It seems to me that God does not 

allow the reality of one to remain in our hearts, without the reality of the other. 

 

Another quote from the paper:  "Many Christians now go easy on Hell."   
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"Jesus talked more about Heaven than Hell but we don't say much”, says Ronald Orr, director of 

Counseling for the Evangelical group,100 Huntley Street.  We're trying to be positive and upbeat 

and encouraging people to make the choice on a personal basis rather than on fear 

. 

My comment.  I am not an authority here, but I believe Bro. Orr is mistaken on the first point.  I 

think Jesus talked more about Hell than He did about Heaven.  I do know that he had more to say 

about Hell than any writer of the Scriptures. 

 

The statement, "we're trying to be positive..."  I am cautious as I make my comment here. 

But it seems to me, this means to preach Heaven is positive but to preach Hell is negative!  Such 

an approach is psychological not theological.  This is the trick of the enemy.  You know how it 

goes:  Preach God's love, that is positive.  Don't preach God's wrath for that is negative.  What 

does positive or negative have to do with it?  Heaven is a fact.  Hell is a fact.  God's love is a 

fact.  But God's wrath is also a fact.  To preach Hell is not being negative.  If you choose to use 

those words, then preaching Hell is just as positive as preaching Heaven.  The question is:  Is the 

doctrine of Heaven true or false? 

Is the doctrine of Hell true or false?  I have chosen to believe that both are true. 

 

Another quote:  "Others have given up on Hell."  John Bird, "My belief is that God is the 

ultimate loving being.  I think we build Hell on earth and in a way it is everlasting.  A moment of 

desolation is like eternity."  Ron Fellows, "To literalize robs spirituality of its power; He believes 

Heaven can be found now within ourselves." 

 

Another quote:  "Heaven is not of time or space.  It is being with Jesus Christ and it is a mystery 

we can't imagine and can't talk about." 

 

Finally an Anglican Priest who works with people with Aids, says of such "they find Hell too, 

incredible to believe..." 

 

My comment.  And those who find Hell incredible and those who find Heaven  incredible, go on 

rejecting the precious gospel of Jesus Christ.  And only by sad experience will they discover how 

real both are, as did  the Rich man and Lazarus.  Luke 16. 

 

There is a Hell to shun and there is a Heaven to be had through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Do you have eternal life today?  You are not sure?  Then Jesus Christ is not your Saviour. For 

when you take Him as your only Hope and ONLY Saviour then you will be secure and sure! 

 

1. 2 CHRONICLES 24:1-2 

(1)  Joash at seven years of age, begins to reign. 

(2)  He did what was right. 

(3)  But only, all the days of Jehoiada the priest. 
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Verse 1 Joash was seven years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years in 

Jerusalem. His mother's name also was Zibiah of Beersheba. Verse 2 And Joash did that which 

was right in the sight of the LORD all the days of Jehoiada the priest. 
2 Chronicles 24:1-2 

We observe that at 7 years of age this boy-king did right in the sight of the Lord.  In 2 Chronicles 

33:1-2, when Manasseh was 12 years of age, he did evil in the sight of the Lord.  To my 

knowledge we are not told of anyone younger than seven years doing right. 

Nor is there any record of anyone under 12 doing evil in the sight of the Lord. 

Verse 1 Manasseh was twelve years old when he began to reign, and he reigned fifty and five 

years in Jerusalem: Verse 2 But did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, like unto the 

abominations of the heathen, whom the LORD had cast out before the children of Israel. 
2 Chronicles 33:1-2 

I do not know all we were intended to learn from this, but we do learn that God weighs the 

actions of children.  From our lesson we earn that children are capable of doing right in the sight 

of the Lord.  But 2 Chronicles 33:2 introduces a sad note. "he did right all the days of 

Jehoiada the priest."  This boy, and in later years, this man, never learned to stand on his 

own two feet, as we say.  At best we can liken him to Lot.  The man who was outwardly 

righteous as long as he was with his uncle Abraham.  But as soon as they were separated 

Lot went down, down towards Sodom, and down in Sodom.  I used to call Lot an example of a 

leaning-post Christian.  Move the prop and down he goes. 

And that is the picture before us.  His uncle propped Joash up.   

 

Joseph Parker: 

" The life of Joash, though' he lived nearly 3000 years ago, is as fresh in its application to human 

nature, as if it had ended but yesterday.  Joash was everything that could be desired as long as he 

was under-age and obedient to the counsel and discipline of Jehoiada the priest.  So long indeed 

as the High Priest lived, Joash was a type of filial excellence.  Are there not among us Leaders 

who keep us right?  Jehoiada's, but for whom our religious life would expire?  Our regularity at 

Church may be due to them.  Our abstinence from certain pernicious customs may be due to their 

influence.  We do not know how much we owe to them.  Is it not the women who keep the house 

together?    We are not vividly conscious of this during her life-time, but after she is gone, we 

observe a difference in the whole household economy.  We cannot explain it.  Things are not 

what they used to be.  Little things are felt to be absent.  It is when the comfort ceases, that we 

begin to ask questions.  And it is at that time, we begin to do justice to many whose influence we 

had ignored or underestimated during the time of its activity. 

We may even be ashamed to do certain things in the presence of Jehoiada's of society. We are 

not ashamed of the things themselves, nor are we unprepared to make experiments in regard to 

them, but whenever we would put forth our hand to begin the experiment, we see the observing 

Jehoiada's and we withdraw.  So it is- there are trustees in life, men who would never do the 

dishonorable deed.  And we rely upon them as disinfectants.  They talk by their deeds.  Talk is 

nothing except as it leads to practice. 

A lecture is but wasted breath unless it culminates in noble conduct."  (end quote) 
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Joash did right ONLY as long as his uncle lived.  His restraints were outward, not inward.  He is 

an example of a man who behaves only because of law.  We drive the speed limit because the 

policeman is by the road!  We behave because the pastor is in our company!  What is our 

conversation when he is not there?  Many Christians want their pastors to put them under law or 

give them license.  Law says ,you must not do such and such.  License, that says you may.  And 

when one lives either under law or license one never matures as a Christian.  I believe that there 

has been in the recent past or even the present, "discipleship doctrines" only "laws" and "license"  

And although this may restrain the old flesh it does not develop true character.  It may help your 

reputation (reputation is what people think you are)  Character is what you are! 

 

A.W. Smith told us:  "You are not responsible for the character you had when you came into the 

world, but you are responsible for the character you will have when you leave the world." 

 

Joash did not live his life as "in the sight of God".  He lived his life in the sight of his uncle.  He 

was not concerned about what God said or thought, he was only concerned about what his uncle 

said or thought.  He had no convictions of his own.  And when the hour of test came he was not 

able to stand.  We are soon to read about his downward course. 

 

2.  2 CHRONICLES 24:3 A PERIOD OF TIME IS INVOLVED HERE. 

 

And Jehoiada took for him two wives; and he begat sons and daughters. 
2 Chronicles 24:3 

 

Joash certainly did not marry at seven years of age!  So a period of 

time is skipped over in this verse.  He may have married when very young, but we are  not told.  

Why the High Priest gave him two wives, again we are not told.  Such does not justify having 

more than one wife today, either.  We do not know how many sons or how many daughters he 

had, but we observe it to repeat the fact, time is involved here. 

 

2 Kings 12:3  Adds some information.  Although we were told that under the Leadership of the 

Priest, they had broken down the house of Baal, Kings tells us, the high places were not taken 

away; the people still sacrificed and burnt incense in the high places." 

 

But the high places were not taken away: the people still sacrificed and burnt incense in the high 

places. 
2 Kings 12:3   
 

Scofield (page 290) 

"Groves, like high places, have been associated with idolatrous worship from time immemorial." 

 

In the book "Caesar and Christ" (page 472) of the Druids we read:  "They conducted a colorful 

ritual in sacred groves more often than in temples, and they offered human sacrifices."  Of the 

Barbarians (page 472)  "Their worship was conducted in the open air 

in forests and groves." 
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In Deuteronomy chapter 12, God told Israel that he would choose a place for them to worship. . 

In Deuteronomy 12:13 ,  "take heed to thyself that thou offer not the burnt offerings in every 

place that thou seest.  Deuteronomy 12:14 "But in the place which the Lord shall choose...' One 

does not want to be too critical, but oft times we hear:  "Each worship God in his own 

way.".There may be a right side to that, but there are times when it could be likened to 

worshipping in the groves and high places. 

 

Verse 13 Take heed to thyself that thou offer not thy burnt offerings in every place that thou seest: 

Verse 14 But in the place which the LORD shall choose in one of thy tribes, there thou shalt offer 

thy burnt offerings, and there thou shalt do all that I command thee. 
Deuteronomy 12:13-14 
 

In John 14:6 Jesus said, "I am the way the truth and the life, no man cometh unto the father but 

by me."  Today, we are to approach God, "in the Name of Jesus".  For there is ONE mediator 

between God and man, and only One. 1 Timothy 2:5 

 

Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by 

me. 

John 14:6 

 

For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; 
1 Timothy 2:5 
 

Furthermore, Jesus said, John 4:24,  "God is a Spirit and they that worship Him must worship 

Him in Spirit and in truth."  Beware lest we be setting up our high-places and our groves.  Places 

where we substitute the ways of men for the ways of God.  

 

God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. 
 John 4:24 
 

3  2 CHRONICLES 24:4-7 

Verse 4  And it came to pass after this, that Joash was minded to repair the house of the LORD. 

Verse 5 And he gathered together the priests and the Levites, and said to them, Go out unto the 

cities of Judah, and gather of all Israel money to repair the house of your God from year to year, 

and see that ye hasten the matter. Howbeit the Levites hastened it not. Verse 6 And the king called 

for Jehoiada the chief, and said unto him, Why hast thou not required of the Levites to bring in 

out of Judah and out of Jerusalem the collection, according to the commandment of Moses the 

servant of the LORD, and of the congregation of Israel, for the tabernacle of witness? Verse 7 For 

the sons of Athaliah, that wicked woman, had broken up the house of God; and also all the 

dedicated things of the house of the LORD did they bestow upon Baalim. 

2 Chronicles 24:4-7 
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(1) 2 Chronicles 24:4. Joash is minded to repair the temple. 

(2) 2 Chronicles 24:5 The Levites are instructed to gather money; which they kept.  

(3) 2 Chronicles 24:6 Joash lays blame on Jehoiada. 

 

First we remember that Athaliah had broken up the house of God.  2 Chronicles 24:7 

 

Now we notice that Joash is "minded" to repair the house of God.  The initiative was not his.  No 

doubt it was the Priest who re-minded him that the temple needed repairs. 

Then 2 Chronicles 24:5,  And so he gathered the priests and the Levites and said to them: "Go 

out unto the cities of Judah and gather of ALL ISRAEL (notice that again, all 12 tribes were then 

in Judah)  Gather money to repair the house of YOUR God from year to year." 

Pause here. 

That verse manifests something was wrong in the heart of the King.  He said, "go repair the 

house of YOUR God.  His heart was not right or he would have said the house of OUR God.  

The full revelation of his heart, the condition of his heart comes out later. Here it is but an 

indication that all is not well.  Why did he consent to having the Temple repaired?  Perhaps he 

considered it a good cause; and he was ready to help "the good 

cause", even though his own heart was not in it.  There are people like that today.  Working to 

help the good causes but they really have no heart for it. 

 

I recall, two ladies in Moose Jaw on a hospital visitation committee.  It may have been for a 

Church or a club.  As they came out of the hospital ward, holding a list of names in her hand, one 

lady said with a sigh,  "well, I'm sure glad that's done"!  That seems the spirit of Joash when he 

gave orders to repair the Temple. 
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